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Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children^ 
because he was the sod of his old age : and he made 
him a coat of many colours/' 



The biography of holy men is in the highest 
degree interesting and instructive. While 
it presents to us so many bright exam- 
ples of wisdom and piety, it may^ and 
indeed it ought to, excite in our minds 
much shame and sorrow, as we reflect on 
our own inferiority. Our many failings, 
our slow progress, if any, towards the 
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heavenly Jerusalem, seem to make us al- 
most despair of even approaching that 
eminent spirituality and devotedness which 
such persons have attained. These feel- 
ings, however, though painful, are highly 
salutary; and tend to render us more 
watchful against our frailties and infir- 
mities, and more anxious and earnest to 
obtain that divine assistance, without 
which all human strength is but weak- 
ness. We may remark, too, the peculiar 
advantage of scriptural biography in this 
respect. The portraits which human wri- 
ters draw, are discouraging, because they 
are generally too highly coloured. We 
know but imperfectly the characters of our 
fellow-men, even under the most fav^jur- 
able circumstances : we estimate them yet 
more imperfectly ; and when we attempt 
to record their lives, as if conscious that 
we have undertaken a task for which we 
are but ill qualified, we seem resolved to 
indemnify the deceased for our presump- 
tion, by bestowing on them all imaginaye 
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virtues, and all possii>le praise. But not 
so are the narratives written by the un- 
erring Spirit of God. In reading thes^e, the 
humble bijit imperfect Christian can take 
courage ; he finds his heart comforted, his 
hopes exalted, his prayers stimulated, for 
he sees recorded the lives of holy men, but 
not faultless men. Men of like passions 
and like infirmities with himself, through 
the help of the gracious Spirit overcoming 
every difiiculty, and finally, in the power 
of God, after many an error, and many a 
fear, entering into glory, and welcomed 
with a Saviour's approbation, " Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord." 

It is with the hope that such may be 
the feeliqgs £X<cited in the hearts of many 
here present, that I am induced to direct 
your q.ttention to the history of Joseph, 
one of the most distinguished servants of 
God that any age or nation has produced. 
As we proceed, I shall endeavour to make 
a few plain and practical observations on 
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the successive changes of his eventful life. 
And I trust that, with the blessing of God, 
my efforts, though feeble, may not wholly 
fail to contribute to your benefit and his 
- glory. 

The chapter from which our text is 
taken, commences the history of Joseph, 
his birth only having been before men- 
tioned. We find him in the second verse 
of the chapter spoken of as a youth of 
seventeen, and as being usefully employed, 
feeding his father's flock. 

His being thus introduced, may show 
that it is important and honourable for 
young persons to be diligent and indus- 
trious. No young person, whatever may 
be his rank in life, or whatever his for- 
tune, should be idle ; for no station ought 
to exempt him from such employment as 
may be both useful and creditable to him- 
self, and all connected with him. If dig- 
nity of birth and peculiarity of circum- 
stances exempted any one, they did Jo- 
seph, he being the son of a very wealthy 
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man, and the grandson of Abraham, who 
was a person of the first consideration 
in the country where he dwelt, and who 
was, besides, especially honoured by the 
divine promise, which said, that " in 
him all nations of the earth should be 
blessed." 

While, too, Joseph's conduct is wor- 
thy the imitation of the young, parents 
should admire and follow the example of 
Jacob, by bringing up their children in 
habits of industry. Idleness is productive 
of the greatest evils ; it is the occasion o{ 
many vices. Jacob loved Joseph, but his 
affection did not, as is the case with many 
parents, lead him into excessive indul- 
gence, or allow the good habit of employ- 
ment to be overlooked, or suffer the youth 
to waste his time in an unprofitable man- 
ner. Indeed it is not only a foolish but a 
false affection in parents to permit chil- 
dren to mispend their early years, — years 
upon which the good or evil of their after 
life must depend, and which, if lost, can 
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scarcely ever be redeemed. And it is 
those who waste their youth in idleness 
who are the grief of their parents in their 
old age. 

In the same verse to which we have al* 
ready alluded, it is also said that Joseph 
was in the company of his brethren, the 
sons of Bilhah and Zilpah ; and that '^ he 
brought to his father their evil report." 
Joseph from a youth feared God ; but 
these, his elder brethren, seem not to have 
cherished the same sacred impressions. 
What was the precise nature of their mis- 
conduct is not stated ; but from what we 
read of them in the subsequent history, it 
is evident that they were capable of irre- 
gularities and acts of violence, which must 
have shocked the purer mind of Joseph. 
We are not to suppose that in telling his 
father what he had witnessed, he was act- 
ing as a talebearer, or indulging any ma- 
levolence towards them. No ; this would 
have been quite inconsistent with his ge- 
neral character, which, under the strongest 



SERMON I. 7 

possible provocations, led him afterwards 
to forgive, rather than resent. It would 
appear, on the contrary, that he was 
grieved at what he saw in his brethren, 
and hoped that if his father were aware of 
it, he would admonish them, prevent the 
recurrence of such scenes, and use means 
for their reformation. And like his, will 
be the conduct of others who truly fear 
God. When they feel the value of their 
own souls, they will be concerned for the 
souls of others. They will reprove the 
wickedness they see ; and if, by their si- 
lence and concealment, they should seem 
to wink at the sins they witness, they will 
venture even to become the accusers of 
the transgressors, in order that their course 
may be stopped, and themselves induced 
to return to those paths which are righte- 
ousness and peace. My young friends, 
the duty of which I am now speaking is a 
difficult, but sometimes an important one. 
It is a much easier, and a much happier 
lot; when you are able to withdraw alto- 
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gether from the company of those who 
have not the fear of God before them; 
you thereby escape much temptation, the 
too ready infection of evil example, the 
entangling sophistry of vice, — in a word, 
the thousand snares which have brought 
destruction on so many victims. But if 
circumstances, over which you have no 
control, force you into contact with such 
persons ; if you have no choice, and can- 
not flee from the danger, then you must 
meet it boldly and resolutely, in the 
strength and in the wisdom of that Lord, 
who will give both to all that ask. You 
must enter your decided protest against 
sin ; you must not shrink from giving un- 
avoidable offence, for so only can you hope 
to reform those who are committing it, or 
to preserve yourselves pure from becoming 
partakers in their crimes. Let neither en- 
mity nor ridicule rob you of your piety. 
If any of you, like Joseph, are remember- 
ing your Creator in the days of your youth, 
know that you are acting most wisely, both 
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with reference to this world, aad to that 
which is to come ; know, too, that you are 
following not only the example of Joseph, 
and of the wisest and best men that this 
world has ever seen, but of one yet far 
higher than these, even of our Lord him- 
self, of whom Joseph is considered as a 
type. 

Joseph was a great favourite with his 
father Jacob. We are told that he loved 
him more than all his children ; and the 
reason assigned for his so doing is, that 
" he was the son of his old age." We 
must remember, too, that Rachel, the be- 
loved wife of Jacob, and the mother of 
Joseph, was dead, and that therefore on 
this account he was much more endeared 
to his father. At the same time we may 
suppose that the son's piety was a strong 
tie to the father's heart. Jacob loved him 
as his dear child, and he loved him also as 
Christians love one another, with a holy 
affection which is far stronger than any 
attachment that springs merely from an 
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earthly source. Religious parents if ill 
most especially love religious children4 
Indeed, it may perhaps be said, that pa- 
rental affection is seldom blind, and that it 
generally fixes upon that child whose qua* 
lities and dispositions are most estimable 
and most endearing. Jacob's partiality 
for Joseph is, however, not wholly to be 
justified. At least, if he could not but 
feel it, he ought to have refrained from 
exhibiting it in so very marked and un-^ 
equivocal a manner as he did. Though a 
child may possess some excellence, ^yhich 
may justly recommend him more pecu- 
liarly to his parents' love, yet a prudent 
parent will make no difference between one 
child and another, except it should be re- 
quired by some act of obedience^ or diso- 
bedience, on the part of the child. An 
impartial and steady hand should always 
appear in parental government. 

But these were considerations which 
Jacob overlooked or disregarded, and he 
injudiciously proclaimed his affection for 
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Joseph, by giving him a more costly and 
splendid dress than his brethren : ^^ He 
made him a coat of many colours." This 
unwise mark of preference, was the signal 
for his brethren's enmity. They had no 
doubt been already much displeased with 
him for reporting their misconduct^ but 
now " they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him," How much in ac- 
cordance is this with the evil dispositions of 
the human heart ! Envy is one of the 
vices most deeply seated in our corrupt 
nature. We cannot bear to see another, 
however justly, preferred before ourselves. 
Whatever may be his merit, whatever his 
eminence in wisdom or piety, and what- 
ever be our own consciousness of infe- 
riority, still we cannot bear to see him re- 
warded and exalted. Nothing but deep 
humility, implanted and cherished by the 
grace of God, can be an effectual antidote 
to envy. It is only by considering how 
much more a gracious Providence has 
given us, than we could possibly deserve, 
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and how far he has been from dealing 
with us after our sins, that we can cheer- 
fully acquiesce in the superior honour, or 
prosperity of others. A deep sense of our 
unworthiness,and of the mercy of God, will 
indeed reconcile us to any situation ; and 
having this, should we be called to endure 
much suffering and humiliation, even at the 
very moment when we see others promoted 
and preferred to ourselves, yet shall we re- 
member the inspired language of Jeremiah, 
*^ Why should a living man complain, a 
man for the punishment of his sins V* 

But besides the favour of his father 
Jacob, other circumstances conspired to 
excite the envy of Joseph's brethren. God 
conveyed to Joseph, in dreams, an intima- 
tion of his future greatness. These dreams 
are recorded in the seventh and ninth verses 
of the present chapter. " Behold," he 
said, relating them to his brethren, " we 
were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, 
my sheaf arose, and also stood upright ; 
and, behold, yours heaves stood round 
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about, and made obeisance to my sheaf 
Again : '^ Behold, he said, I have dreamed 
a dream more ; and, behold, the sun and 
the moon and the eleven stars made 
obeisance to met" 

It is not necessary for us to enter into 
an inquiry into the nature of dreams in 
general; suffice it to observe, that the 
divine Being has occasionally used them 
to make known his will to men. The scrip- 
tare relates many such instances in the 
early ages ; Abraham, Abimelech, and va- 
rious others, were admonished by dreams. 
We may observe also, that Joseph's bre- 
thren had a correct notion of the significa- 
tion of his dreams. They scornfully re- 
sented the supposition that he would be- 
come their superior : ^^ Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us ? or shalt thou indeed have 
dominion over us ? And they hated hiin 
yet more for his dreams and for bis words." 
It is possible indeed that there might be a 
shade of vanity in his relating such dreams 
so freely, and it was perhaps this which 
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called forth the gentle rebuke of his father. 
Upon the whole, however, he seems to 
have told them in the simplicity of his 
heart ; and the reproof of Jacob might be 
intended only to guard against the evils 
which were likely to arise. Jacob did not 
treat the dreams with contempt ; he re- 
cognized in them the finger of God. " His 
brethren envied him ; but,'* added the 
sacred historian, " his father observed the 
saying." 

But here one remark occurs to us. 
Joseph, though we may acquit him of 
vanity, yet dwelt with pleasure on the 
future greatness his dreams seemed to in- 
dicate ; he did not expect nor even think 
of the many troubles that were to precede 
it, and that were close at hand awaiting 
him, " Joseph dreamed of his prefer- 
ment,^' said an old writer, " but did not 
dream of his imprisonment." Is it not so 
with many, with most young persons ? 
They are dazzled with some opening 
prospect, like the traveller who looks with 
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delight upon the smiling landscape which 
lies expanded before him. The sun 
dresses it in his golden beams, the rivers 
glide onwards glittering beneath a cloud- 
less sky, the mountains rise in majestic 
sublimity, the valleys are clothed with 
fertility, he anticipates nothing but plea- 
sure in traversing a scene so inviting ; but 
he proceeds onward, and soon he finds he 
has to encounter many a rugged path, to 
shun many a precipice, to climb many a 
weary height ; the sun withdraws his 
glory, tempests assail him, and perhaps 
clouds and darkness close around him, 
and he sinks exhausted, ere yet half the 
path he had proposed is trodden. 

I would not draw too melancholy a 
picture of human life, but I must needs 
remind you, my young friends, that if you 
expect happiness from the world you will 
be bitterly disappointed. You will find 
the world very selfish, and the honours 
and pleasures from which you anticipate 
great satisfaction^ very deceitful. Perhaps 
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you may never attain the object of your 
toils and wishes ; or if you do, you will 
say that it was not worth the cost. Now 
that you are young, you are expecting 
much from the days of maturer age that 
are hastening on ; but believe me, hardly 
will you have entered upon manhood, than 
you will look back on youth, and exclaim, 
that youth is the time for enjoyment. You 
will then find a world ready to grapple 
with you, to wrest all from you by its op- 
position, or to make a gain of you by its 
blandishments. Where you have reposed 
confidence, you will often meet with de- 
ceit ; where you hope for friendship, you 
will discover enmity. And O ! what 
temptations are awaiting you ! what trials 
are arising ! How near may be disease 
and death ! 

Expect then little from the world ; but 
enter on life in the fear of God. Believe 
those sacred words which declare, that this 
is not your rest ; and then you may also 
take encouragement from the gracious as- 
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surance, that those who are humbly serv- 
ing God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
have the promise, not only of this life, but 
also of that which is to come. Religion only 
can sweeten life ; it teaches us to moderate 
our desires, shows us on what to fix them, 
and abundantly consoles us under every 
trouble : it assures us that whatever trou- 
bles we have, will soon pass away ; and 
whatever blessings we enjoy, are but the 
foretaste of that eternal inheritance pre- 
pared for us in the kingdom above. 

The next event recorded of the history 
of Joseph, was that which influenced all 
his future life. Joseph's brethren were at 
a considerable distance from home feeding 
their flocks, and Jacob, anxious for their 
welfare, sent Joseph to visit them. He 
obeyed willingly, and sought them with 
much diligence, notwithstanding some 
difiiculties which it seems he had to en- 
counter; little anticipating the reception 
he should meet with. He went on an 
errand of kindness, and he was obeying his 
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parent ; there was no reason why he should 
fear. When we are out of the path of 
duty, it is then that we should begin to be 
apprehensive. Joseph advanced fearlessly 
towards his brethren, unsuspicious of evil, 
perhaps expecting a kind welcome. Alas ! 
no sooner did they see him than they 
began to conspire against him. We read 
that they said, '' Behold, this dreamer 
cometh ; come now, therefore, and let us 
slay him, and cast him into some pit.'' It 
seems, from their intention to murder him, 
that his dreams had made some impression 
on them ; so that being fearful of their 
fulfilment, they thought that by depriving 
him of life they might effectually prevent 
the dreams from being accomplished. The 
folly of this design is no less obvious than 
its wickedness. If they believed that 
Joseph's dreams were from God, they 
must have believed also that he would 
certainly bring them to pass ; but yet in 
their unmeasured enmity against Joseph, 
they would have ventured even to fight 
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against God. And no less also do persons 
i/vho are madly set upon bringing about 
forbidden projects, venture to fight against 
God. The fact may sound strange, but 
every day's experience proves it but too 
true« 

While Joseph's brethren thus devised 
the mode of his deaths they also intended 
to add the sin of lying to that of cruelty : 
^* We will say, Some evil beast hath de- 
voured him." Thus they thought their 
crime would be hidden, and thus, too, does 
one sin lead to another. A lie is found 
so convenient^ and so ready, that it is a 
sinner's almost invariable resource. 

But while man purposes, God disposes. 
He would not suffer them to slay Joseph, 
and from among them raises up an advo* 
cate who should divert them from their 
murderous intention. For we read, " And 
Reuben heard it, and he delivered him 
out of their hands ; and said, Let us not 
kill him. And Reuben said, Shed no blood, 
but cast him into this pit in the wilderness, 
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and lay no hand upon him ; that he might 
rid him out of their hands, to deliver him 
to his father again." God has the hearts 
of all men in his hand, and he can turn 
them as he pleases ; he can not only re- 
strain the enmity of our bitterest enemies, 
but excite them to befriend us. Let this 
support us under any calamity ; even when 
circumstances darkly frown upon you, re- 
member that God has only to speak the 
word, and all will be well. 

Joseph had no sooner approached his 
brethren, than they laid hands upon him 
accompanying, we may suppose, their vio- 
lence with cutting expressions and sarcas- 
tic reproaches. The coat of many colours 
which his father had given him, they tore 
from him, and then hurried him to the pit. 
It may be imagined with how many tears 
and entreaties the youth endeavoured to 
soften their hard hearts ; how he pleaded 
his innocence and his brotherhood. But 
nothing moved them. They cast him into 
the pit, and there they left him, unheed- 
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ing his cries. It is added, ** And they sat 
down to eat bread." They proceeded, 
without any compunction, in their own 
affairs, and perhaps even to make merry 
at his sufferings. They felt no remorse ; 
the very magnitude of their crime stupified 
their consciences. 

We may conceive the distress of Joseph 
when cast into the pit. He had neither 
food nor water; he had nothing before 
him but the prospect of a lingering death, 
by cold and starvation, cut off from his 
affectionate father, and far from every 
earthly friend. But though troubled, we 
cannot imagine Joseph to be in despair. 
His religion, now in this hour of need, 
must. have administered its consolations. 
He would remember that the God of his 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob, was also his God. Though 
his brethren persecuted him, he would 
think that he had a Friend, greater than 
they who beheld his affliction, and doubt- 
less he prayed to this almighty Deliverer. 
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« 

O that all would seek God in health and 
prosperity, then would they draw near to 
him in sorrow and sickness, and like the 
apostle be able to record their experience 
that ** He is a very present help in time of 
trouble." Did Joseph pray ? Then God 
heard his prayer. Some merchants who 
were going into Egypt passed by, and 
Judah proposed that Joseph's life should 
be spared, and that he should be sold to 
these merchants. His plan was adopted, 
and Joseph was sold to the merchants for 
twenty pieces of silver. And here was the 
first step towards the fulfilment of those 
dreams, which his brethren were endea^ 
vouring to frustrate. The very means by 
which they sought to check his preferment, 
and predicted superiority, eflfectually prOf- 
moted both. Thus doth the Lord make 
the wrath of man to praise him ; and thus 
he permits his enemies to go just &r 
enough to accomplish his purposes and to 
defeat their own ; and to advance the ho- 
nour and welfare of his faithful servants 
whom they had intended to oppose. 
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Reuben appears to have been absent 
when Joseph was sold. We read, ** And 
Reuben returned unto the pit ; and, behold, 
Joseph was not in the pit: and he rent his 
clothes. And he returned unto his bre- 
thren, and said, The child is not ; and I, 
whither shall I go ?" Reuben sincerely 
desired from the first to rescue Joseph, and 
now was greatly grieved at the loss of him. 
Perhaps his conduct in the affair does not 
altogether command our unqualified ap- 
probation ; though his intentions were 
good, be acted with a sort of temporizing, 
indirect policy. He seems to have been 
naturally a timid, effeminate person. The 
tenor of his father's dying prediction con- 
firms this opinion : " Unstable as water, 
thou shalt not excel." It would have been 
better, if he had openly censured and op- 
posed the wicked suggestions made con- 
cerning Joseph ; had he done so with 
proper courage and firmness, his represen- 
tations, especially as being those of the 
eldest brother, could hardly have failed to 
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produce some effect. On all occasions it is 
the path of duty to make no compromise 
with sin ; and this in the end we shall find 
both our consolation and our profit. 

The failure of Reuben's plan must have 
caused him much sorrow. Not only was 
Joseph gone, but he was forced to ac- 
quiesce in the deceitful and cruel . excuse 
framed to conceal the cause of his absence, 
and grieve inexpressibly his aged father. 
When the coat of many colours was dipped 
in blood and exhibited to Jacob, Reuben 
dared not speak, and thus he became in 
some measure involved in the guilt of the 
transaction. M^ brethren, dare to avow 
yourselves the champions of justice and of 
God, you will be spared both much sin 
and much sufi*ering. 

The grief of the aged Jacob was most 
heart-rending. He " rent his clothes, and 
put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned 
for his son many days." He rejected all 
consolation from his children. He refused 
to be comforted, and said, '^ I will go down 
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to the gravel' mourning/' If his sons had 
any feeling left, surely this must have af- 
fected them ; surely they must have re- 
proached themselves; surely their con- 
sciences must have in some measure 
awakened, if not for Joseph's, yet for 
their fathers sorrow. I would say to 
children, love your parents, obey your 
parents, and remember that every tear 
you occasion them, will one day make 
vour own hearts ache, and fill them with 
bitterness. 

Jacob's grief was perhaps excessive ; it 
seemed, at least for a time, to make him 
forget that there was a God who had co- 
venanted to be his God, and who could 
comfort him even for the. loss of Joseph. 
Little did he suspect the comfort that was 
yet in store for him, — comfort arising from 
that very affliction which he now so mourn- 
fully and even sinfully bewailed. How 
prone are we to forget that the merciful and 
ever watchful providence of God is wont to 
bring good out of evil, and to convert those 
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things we most dread, into our chief bless- 
ings. We need again and again to be re- 
minded, that he who hath freely given 
us his own Son to be a sacrifice for us all, 
will certainly with htm also give us all 
things* He who hath given us salvation, 
he who hath prepared for us mansions 
during the countless ages of eternity, will 
not refuse his care for the few short mo- 
ments of time. No, all things shall work 
together for good to them that love him. 

This would indeed be Jacob's testimony 
could we hear it now, however he might 
once mourn^ refusing to be comforted. 
And let the portion of his history which 
we have just been considering, deeply im- 
press on all our hearts this blessed and 
most important truth. In all our trou- 
bles, brethren, let us seek comfort from 
God ; who can bind up the broken-hearted, 
and bring us out of the greatest tribulatv)n, 
into the fulness of joy. 
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*' And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Po- 
tiphar^ an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, 
an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ish- 
meelites, which had brought him down thither." 

The wise man says in the book of Pro- 
verbs, " Thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth.'' Little did Joseph expect 
that he, the beloved son of a worthy father, 
who dwelt in the midst of abundance, and 
was the master of many servants, should 
himself be in a situation as low as the very 
lowest of them, — should be reduced to be 
a slave. None, however, are secure from 
the many changes and chances of human 
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life. In our prosperity, we are apt to 
say, like the Psalmist, " Thou hast made 
my mountain so fast, that I shall never be 
moved.'* Young persons, more especially, 
having as yet neither experienced nor wit- 
nessed much of the vicissitudes of the 
world, are disposed to think such things 
impossible, at least impossible in their 
own case. You are dwelling under the 
roof of kind and affectionate parents, who 
delight in seeing you happy, and in endea- 
vouring to render you so. In your plea- 
sure, they are pleased ; in your lightest 
trouble, they are afflicted. You find in 
them all you desire for the present, and, 
by their kind solicitude, still brighter pros- 
pects seem to be opening for. the future. 
Yet it may be that before many years have 
passed over you, all this will change. Ad- 
versity may reach your parents, or death 
may snatch them away, or sorrow may 
come upon you, when you are beyond 
their aid. You are within reach of afflic- 
tion. It may spring up in some quarter 
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you could least expect, and in a moment 
blight the very hopes on which you most 
confidently rely. Joseph as little expected 
to be a slave as you do. Bear, then, ever 
in your mind, the uncertainty of all earthly 
things, and prepare wisely to meet what- 
ever evils may befal you. Do you ask 
how you may thus prepare ? I would an- 
swer you in the words of one who knew 
well the vanity of the world, " Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not." Remem- 
ber that we are but strangers and pilgrims 
here below; that we are not to look for 
happiness, either complete, or uninter- 
rupted, and that our only true confidence 
must be in Him, in whose hands is the 
disposal of all events. He it is that gives 
you whatever joy, or whatever sorrow may 
be your portion ; receive it as coming from 
him, and then you will acknowledge that 
it is merciful and right. Keep your eye 
fixed on that bright world, whither you 
trust you are hastening, and whither, 
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through prosperity or adversity, your foot- 
steps will be directed aright. 

Joseph was now a slave in Egypt. His 
condition seemed to be, m every respect, 
forlorn and comfortless. He was a stranger 
in a strange land, and he was a slave. He 
had no friend or even acquaintance : and, 
more than this, those among whom he now 
dwelt, were aliens, not from his country 
only, but from his God. In a heart pious 
as Joseph's, here must indeed have been 
an exceeding aggravation to his calamity. 
The tie of a common religion is strong, 
even where that religion is scarce more 
than a name ; but where religion is real 
and deep, the tie is, beyond comparison, 
sweeter and stronger than any human bond ; 
and to be deprived of it, is, and ought to 
be, among the heaviest of all afSictions. 
But though unable to unite with any one 
in worshipping his God, and removed far 
from all outward means of grace, Joseph 
nevertheless enjoyed, in a peculiar manner, 
the divine presence and protection. It is 
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said, " And the Lord was with him." We 
do wrong voluntarily to remove from the 
society of God's children, or to choose our 
lot in a land where his name is not wor- 
shipped; but should circumstances, over 
which we have no control, cast our lot in 
such a place, God is able to supply our 
spiritual necessities ; and if our character 
be like Joseph's, like him also we may 
find the Lord to be with us* And few 
considerations are there so cheering to a 
christian mind, as that of the universal pre- 
sence of the providence of God. It as- 
sures us that though no human aid is near, 
still we have an almighty Friend, who will 
never forsake us. It is said of the cele- 
brated traveller, Mungo Park, that once, 
when in a desert suffering through ex- 
treme thirst, be cast himself down upon 
the ground despairing of life. Happening, 
however, to look up, he saw a little solitary 
plant. The idea instantly arose in his 
mind, that this little plant was the work of 
God, and that the hand of God was to be 
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seen even here, in the desert. The thought 
inspired him with hope and courage : he 
rose up, pursued his journey, and found- 
water. And remember, christian brethren, 
that the Lord is always with you, and 
trust in him that as your day is, so your 
strength may be. 

We read, too, that the Lord prospered 
Joseph. He was a slave, yet the Lord, 
prospered him. Perhaps I am addressing 
some one who, by affliction, has been re- 
duced to poverty. Are you a Christian ? 
Is your hope in God ? Then take courage. 
The Lord can prosper you ; and he may 
perhaps have brought you low, only to 
prepare you the better to endure future 
elevation. Am 1 addressing some one 
whose health and strength have failed? 
The Lord can prosper you also. If you 
be even long laid on a bed of sickness, he 
can give health for your soul. Or am I 
addressing some young person who is 
about to leave the home of afFectioiiate pa- 
rents for some situation of difficulty, or 
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of danger, or perhaps of temptation ? Be 
but diligent in business and fervent in 
spirit, and the Lord will prosper you. It 
is necessary that you should follow what 
seems to be the leading of Providence, 
even though you do it with an aching 
heart. The scripture declares that the 
steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord': he directs their thoughts, and af- 
fections, and designs, and overrules ail the 
events that concern them ; he guides them 
in all their difficulties, and his blessing 
attends them in life and in death. 

But this part of Joseph's history speaks 
forcibly to parents. All his present com- 
fort and prosperity, under the blessing of 
Grod, was owing to his religious education. 
Had he been brought up in ignorance of 
God and of his commandments, he would, 
io all probability, have been contaminated 
by the vices of the heathen family, and 
the heathen land, in which his lot had been 
casty and we should have heard nothing 
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of the Lord^s being with him, aod prosper- 
ing bhn ! 

Brethren, whatever your present rank 
or circumstances may be, whether high or 
humble, you know not to what trials your 
children may be called. Though yon are 
rich, your children may lose their property ; 
or they may go into distant lands, and 
there be in want of every thing ; but if 
they have the fear of God in their hearts, 
they have what man cannot take away 
from them. And possessing this, they 
will have also wisdom, and strength, and 
be constantly under the guidance and con- 
solation of their heavenly Father. Jo- 
seph's brethren could cast him into a pit, 
and ^11 him into slavery, and they could 
deprive him of his coat of many colours, 
but they could not rob him of his piety, 
or of the presence of his God. 

To my poorer brethren I would say, 
you have not much to bestow upon your 
children : you cannot give them houses 
or lands, but, oh ! you can teach them to 
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love God^ to loye Christ, to esteem the 
religion of Jesus us the pearl of great 
price. And if you can, under the divine 
blessing, fix in their minds soriptuj*al prin-* 
ciples, and render them true .worshippers 
of the living God, you bestow upon them 
greater, &r greater riches than all the 
treasures of the East ; and you may ac* 
count them rich indeed, for they will be 
rich in faith, rich in having the almighty 
God for their ever present friend. 

But, indeed, parents who we far more 
anxious about their children's worldly 
prosperity than about the welfare of their 
souls, are doing nothing that will really be* 
jiefit them. Suppose you succeed in your 
endeavours to render them very learned and 
accoitiplished ; suppose you succeed in 
making them exceedingly rich ; suppose 
you are able to obtain for them authority 
and rank ; suppose you do all this, and 
yet do not, by precept and holy example, 
lead them in the way of salvation, what 
will it avail ? Can you forget that awful. 
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momeDtous question of our blessed Lord, 
'^ What shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul ?" Learning, accomplishments, wealth* 
and rank, are good, when sanctified ; but 
if not so sanctified as to redound to the 
glory of God, they do but prove snares 
and temptations in this world, and ren- 
der heavier the condemnation in the 
next. Even the pleasure they are cal- 
culated to give, is often hindered, and 
even destroyed, by pain, sickness, the 
loss of friends, and many other ills to 
which human nature is liable. But re- 
ligion in the heart, is a gift that enhances 
every other pleasure, and shines brightest, 
when all besides is dark and cheerless. 
Would that all parents could constantly 
remember, that their best exertions are 
but cruel kindness, if guided by no real 
concern for their children's spiritual wel- 
fare. Did they but feel and know the va- 
lue of their own souls, they would not so 
disregard their children's : they would be 
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impressed with a sense of their deep re- 
sponsibility. They have the eternal des- 
tiny of immortal beings in their keeping ; 
and, humanly speaking, they may render 
them either angels of light and glory, or 
spirits of darkness and despair. 

But to return to our history. Joseph's 
good conduct Was not only a source of 
comfort to himself, but also of prosperity 
to his master. *' The Lord made all that 
he did to prosper in his hand ;" — " and 
the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for 
Joseph's sake.** Let servants perceive 
how greatly God can honour them, how- 
ever humble may be the services they ar^ 
required to perform. Those who serve 
their masters " as unto the Lord,'' will find 
that God himself accepts their services, 
and rewards them abundantly. And let 
also masters see the value of pious and 
faithful servants. If you prosper, you 
know not how much of your success de- 
pends upon them, upon their conscientious 
endeavours, their upright intentions, their 
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vi^lance ; and upon what is of yet higher 
importance, their prayers on your behalf. 
You know not how many evils are averted, 
or how many blessings bestowed, by such 
means as these. 

It will seldom happen but that the 
faithful servant will be duly appreciated 
by his master. True integrity is, alas I so 
rare, that it is hardly possible that we 
should not discern it wherever it exists. 
Potiphar soon perceived the merit of his 
servant Joseph, and after having had full 
and sufficient evidence of his high character 
and qualifications, he raised him to the 
diief office in his household. Thus were 
the master and the servant mutually ser- 
viceable to each other. The master was 
blessed in his servant, and the servant in * 
his master. Many a person, under God's 
blessing, by the excellence of his conduct, 
has risen from servitude to authority, and 
from poverty to affluence. We may be 
sure, for God hath said it, that godliness 
hath the promise of this life, as well as of 
that which is to come. 
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So entire was the confidence that Poti- 
phar reposed in Joseph, that he left all he 
had in his hand, and ^' knew not anght he 
had, save the bread which he did eat." 
There could not be a greater testimony to 
Joseph's integrity than this implicit trust. 
Perhaps, however, the example of Poti- 
phar must not be too readily imitated. 
Unless a master should meet with as holy 
and wise a servant as Joseph, he must be- 
ware of committing his authority into his 
hands. Instances of even limited confidence 
being abused by servants are but too com- 
mon. Servants are apt to have their pre- 
judices and their favourites, and to prefer 
their own dishonest gains to the interests of 
their employers. A superintending servant 
will sometimes dismiss an inferior one from 
sinister motives, or will cause a tradesman 
to be discontinued by false representa- 
tions. It is notorious, that the services of a 
tradesman frequently depend less upon the 
will of the principal, or their own worth, 
than upon the secret bribe received by the 
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supposed trurtworthy steward or upper 
servant : and no less notorioaa, that many 
a conscientious tradesman has lost bis 
employment, because be has refused a 
bribe to the man in whom the master had 
vested authority. If I am addressitig a 
servant who has been thus guilty, I would 
warn him most seriously against prac^^ 
tices hateful alike before God and before 
man. The God who hath said, that- thoti - 
shalt not steal, and that covetousness is as • 
abominable in his sight as idolatry, will 
surely visit for these things. If you have 
any fear of God, or any value for your own 
souls, abhor such iniquity. 

Let also masters recollect, that they are 
acting with kind prudence when they 
punctually examine their own affairs. An 
upright steward will always court in- 
quiry, and one who is not so, will by it be . 
saved from much temptation. We are in 
great measure guilty of the sins of others, 
when we are not doing all in our power 
to prevent them. 
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Bpt the favour of Potiphar towards 
Joseph was not long without interrap- 
tioQ, though Joseph himself was blame- 
less. The cause of his disgrace was his 
master's wife : the circumstance is thus 
related : ^^ And it came to pass after these 
things, that his master's wife cast her eyes 
upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. 
But he refused, and said unto his master's 
wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what 
is with me in the house, and he hath com- 
mitted all that he hath to my hand ; 
there is none greater in this house than I ; 
neither hath he kept back anything from 
me but thee, because thou art hid wife : 
how then can I do this great wickedness 
and sin against God? And it came to pass, 
as she spake to Joseph day by day, that 
he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or 
to be with her. And it came to pass about 
this time^ that Joseph went into the house 
to do his business, and there was none of 
the men of the house there within. And 
she caught him by his garment, saying. 
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Lie with me ; acid he left his garmeat in 
her hand, and fled, and got him out." 

It is difficult to conceive anything n3K>re 
shameless and flagrant than the conduct 
of this abandoned woman. Were it not re- 
corded in the sacred volume, we would fain 
believe, for the honour of human nature, 
that it was not true. The conduct of Jo- 
seph, however, again calls for a just tri-* 
bute of admiration. His resisting the 
temptation was highly honourable. The 
tempter was a person of rank, probably 
also of beauty ; a person, moreover, who 
had much influence over his fortunes, and 
whom he might reasonably fear to dis- 
please. His youth, secrecy, and a flatter- 
ing sense of her condescension, aided the 
temptation; yet he was not overcome. 
But the motives which guided his conduct 
are even yet more admirable than that 
conduct itself. He might perhaps have 
hoped for impunity, because he so com- 
pletely possessed his master's confidence. 
But no; it was this very confidence that 
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fotnished bim with an argument against 
the sin. He felt that he was bound to 
honour the master, who had so honoured 
bim ; and that his elevation engaged him 
to a yet stricter and holier life. He found 
that he was become an example to others, 
and who could reprove their misconduct, 
if he, the greatest in the house, should 
transgress? There was, too, one even 
higher than his master, before whom he 
dared not sin. This was the consideration 
which had the greatest weight : he would 
not, he could not, offend the God, who, by 
means so unlikely, had led him on to his 
promotion, who had blessed him so abun* 
dantly, and was his God and his fathers' 
God. Here, indeed, is the only sure de- 
fence against every temptation, the reve- 
rential, filial fear of God. Truly does the 
wise man say, that it is the beginning of 
wisdom ; all besides, is but folly and ini- 
quity. 

I must not wholly pass by the nature of 
the sin which Joseph so emphatically calls 
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" great wickedness and sin against God." 
Unhappily, it is a sin which, though the 
world severely punishes in some cases, in 
others it treats far too lightly, almost with 
an extenuating smile. There is reason 
deeply to lament, that it should ever be 
esteemed less criminal than it is. It is 
most strongly and repeatedly condemned 
in the word of God. Again and again is 
it said, that adulterers and fornicators 
shall have their portion in that pit where 
there is eternally weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Every crime that comes within 
the meaning of the seventh commandment 
is denounced in the same terms, and by 
the same God, who has said, Thou shalt 
not steal, and thou shalt do no murder. 
Listen not then to the palliations of an un- 
godly world ; there is scarce any sin which 
has produced more misery among man- 
kind ; it is indeed " great wickedness," 
fearful " sin against God." 

One other lesson would I point out 
from this part of our history. Christians 
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must be on their guard, not only in adver- 
sity, but in prosperity. Where affliction 
has slain its thousands, . power and ease 
have slain their ten thousands. Well doqs 
our church direct us to pray that God 
would deliver us in all time of our wealth. 
We must depend on his Holy Spirit's 
guidance in the days of success, even more 
than in the hour of sorrow. Itis indeed only 
through the help of that Holy Spirit that 
we can ever hope to overcome any tempta- 
tion. Our own strength is but weakness. 
Whoever depends on himself must fall. 
You must look to God throuofh Christ for 
the gift of the spirit of purity ; and if you 
would have a right estimate of sin, you 
must regard it, not as do the men of this 
evil world, but as calling down the wrath 
of God. View it .in Christ our Saviour 
bleeding and dying on the cross; suffering, 
the just for the unjust, that sinners might 
be saved. 

Look then at the altar before you. 
There you may see sin in its true colours. 
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Behold Christ's body broken, and his blood 
poured out ; and ask why was this ? What 
pierced him and slew him ; why did he 
descend from his throne of glory, and die 
the death of a malefactor ? It was sin. 
Surely then sin is dreadful and horrible. 
Let us pray that we may see and know 
the love of Christ in suffering for sinners, 
and then shall we see the true nature of 
sin. 

And now, my brethren, you that would 
hate sin and serve God, you that truly de- 
sire and intend to lead a new life, draw 
near with faith and partake of the heavenly 
feast. May you by faith feed on his mys- 
tical body, and may your souls be strength- 
ened to resist temptation and to grow in 
grace. And may the Lord Jesus, while 
we celebrate his death, vouchsafe to meet 
us with his gracious presence. 
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Gen£Sis xl. 2, 3. 

" And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, 
against the chief of the hutlers, and against the^ 
chief of the bakers. And he put them in ward in 
the house of the captain of the guard, into the 
prison, the place where Joseph was bound.'* 

Before we proceed with our meditations 
on the history of Joseph, I would again 
remind my hearers that he has been con- 
sidered, and justly so, a type of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In the same manner, also, 
may we look upon many other of the emi- 
nent persons of whom we read in the Old 
Testament, Moses, David, Jonah, &c. The 
gospels, the epistles^ and perhaps most 
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especially the psalms, abound with allu- 
sions of this nature. Our Lord himself 
frequently refers to the history of the an* 
cient patriarchs and prophets, to illustrate 
his own mission and character. Thus, for 
example, speaking of the prophet Jonah, 
he says that Jonah was a type of himself, 
and that as ^^ Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the whale's belly, so should 
the Son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth." Thus, 
also, the apostle, writing to the Hebrews, 
speaking of Melchisedec, says, that he 
was like the Son of God, and abideth a 
priest continually. And again of Abel 
he declares, that the blood of Christ 
'^ speaketh better things than the blood of 
Abel.'* But not too greatly to multiply 
instances, let us confine ourselves to the 
one before us. Joseph's trials and con- 
duct, and ultimate advancement, are typi- 
cal of those of our Lord. In that portion 
of history which we have already con- 
sidered, we may remark^ that he resem- 
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Ued his great antitype, in being emi- 
nentiy beloved of his father, ** This is 
my beloved Son** might peculiarly be said 
of both, Joseph reproved the misconduct 
of his brethren ; so also did our Saviour 
^ reprove the world of sin," and " con- 
demn sin in the flesh." Joseph was sold 
for twenty pieces of silver, and Christ for 
tbtTty pieces ; the one by Judah, the other 
by Judas. Joseph was tempted to fla- 
grant sin ; our Saviour was tempted in the 
wilderness by the devil. Both were ac- 
cused and condemned, though innocent. 
And, as we shall see in the sequel, both 
were afterwards exalted ; the one to al- 
most the highest of earthly dignities, the 
Other to sit at God's right hand in heavenly 
places. 

All these things, then, my brethren, testify 
of Christ. Nor let it appear to us strange 
that events apparently remote and distinct, 
should have this designed and glorious 
connexion. In fact, no event, though ap- 
parently distinct, is really unconnected 
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and separate from that first and greatest of 
,all events, %he redemption of the world 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. It may 
not be possible for us alwajrs to trace their 
connexion, and, indeed, the attempt re- 
quires much caution ; for the ways of God 
are past finding out, and, when we. push 
our inquiries too far, we are in danger of 
substituting our own fancies for the real 
and true interpretation. It is safest to 
proceed only so far, as we have scripture 
itself for our guide ; here we cannot err, 
but beyond this we have much need to 
beware of the foolishness of all those who 
would be " wise above what is written." 
It may well suffice us to know, that ^^ of 
him, and to him, and through him. are all 
things." We cannot always trace the foot- 
steps, or see the hand of the great Ruler 
of creation, but we know that it is the Son 
whom the Father hath always delighted 
to honour, and that all things are given 
into his hand, and so disposed, as to show 
forth his glory and the salvation which he 
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hath purchased for his redeemed people* 
May we but be among that blessed num- 
ber ! May our names but be written in 
the Lamb's book of life, and then he will 
bring us to our promised inheritanee, and 
es^plain eyery mystery, and the things 
which we know not now, we shall know 
hereafter! 

There is, perhaps^ no part of Joseph's 
history^ considered as a type of Christ, 
more, prominent than that upon which we 
entered last Sunday. Let us now add a 
few more j^fleetions. The seductions of 
Potiphar's wife : were, practised in vain 
against Joseph ; but he did not therefore 
wholly escape their evil consequences. 
She who had been his tempter, when de- 
feated, became his accuser. She was filled 
with anger and malice, her guilty love 
being turned to hatred. The garment 
which Joseph, in his haste to flee from 
danger, had left in her hand, she uses as 
an evidence against him^ and with the ut- 
most artfulness takes means to establish 
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ber charge against him. *^ She called 
the men of her house," says the sacred 
historian, " and spake unto them, saying. 
See, he hath brought in an Hebrew to 
mock us, and he came in to lie with me, 
and I cried with a loud voice. And it 
came to pass, when he heard that I lifted 
up my voice, and cried, that he left his 
giarment in my hand, and got him out. 
And she laid up his garment by her, until 
his lord came home/* She then repeated 
to her husband the story she had invented, 
so that ** his wrath was kindled ; and Jo- 
seph's master took him, and put him into 
the prison, a place where the king's pri*- 
soners were bound, and he was there in 
the prison." 

Perhaps the first reflection which this 
iniquitous transaction suggests, is, that 
they who will live a righteous life must 
not wonder if the wicked falsely accuse 
them ; nor if the charge of sin be brought 
against them, by the very person who has 
tempted them to its commission ; and more 
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especially, if they liave turned a deaf ear 
ta the temptation. Nor, indeed, must they 
he surprised, if circumstances should be 
adduced^ 'which may seem even to prove 
the £ilse accusation, and which may sub* 
ject them, however innocent, at least for a 
while, to censure. The story told by Po* 
tiphar'd wife appeared to be so strongly cor- 
roborated by the garment left in her hand, 
that, it was calculated to deceive one more 
likely to form a cool and unbiassed judg* 
ment, thau the justly irritated Potiphar. 
In fact^ the whole of her tale was plausible, 
and produced its intended effect. It is an 
instance of that species of enmity which our 
Saviour warns his disciples to expect from 
the world, when their holy lives are felt to be 
a reproach to its sins and vices* ^' Blessed 
are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely for my sake." 
Brethren, have any among ourselves ever 
known or felt this species of persecution ? 
Have your best-intended actions exposed 
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you to misrepFeseutationft and. calumny ? 
Has your zeal for God, .youT ferwarddess 
in the cause of your beloved and crucified 
Saviour, been the means of drawmg mpofi 
•you reproach, or ridicule^ or opposition? 
:Has your " good been evil spoken of^ ' and 
have you found enmity, returned, lor your 
good will ? All this is a sore triaL It is 
.hard for human nature to endure ; perhaps 
you almost murmur, — nay,. I would not 
-say that you murmur^ -^^ but you are 
.tempted to indulge hard thoughts* ol him 
,who permits it If, however, you should 
do thus, are you not guilty of folly aii^ 
unbelief, yea more, of ingraititude also? 
Our Lord has expressly bid you expect 
such treatment ; he was himself despised 
and rejected of men, and he has told yon 
that his followers must needs be prepared 
for the same. " If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebub, what shall 
they say of them of his household ?" But, 
besides, he has also armed you fof the 
conflict. He has called you blessed, and 
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he has blessed, and will bless you, with 
his own peculiar blessing. He has bid 
you " rejoice and be exceeding glad ;" 
and why ? Because this very persecution 
which besets you, testifies that abundant 
recompense awaits you, and that you are 
among the number of his jewels : '' Great 
is your reward in heaven,, for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before 
you." 

Joseph seems to have heard the accusa- 
tion brought against him, and to have suf- 
fered his condemnation, without remon- 
strating*. He had, perhaps, no means of 
disproving the charge except his simple 
denial, and his previous good character ; 
or, perhaps, his master was too angry to 
listen to his defence, or he himself gene- 
rously abstained from implicating his mis- 
tress. But however that might be, his 
doom was sealed, and he Was condemned 
ta perpetual imprisonment. Even here 
we see the good providence of God. He 
restrains the wrath of man, and says, 
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" Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther,'* 
It is surprising that Potiphar. did not com* 
mand Joseph to be put to death immedi* 
ately : but Potiphar^s heart wfus in the 
iiand of God, who did not allow him to 
touch the life of his servant ; he was to do 
no more than imprison him. The meanest 
Christian, also, is as much under the 
keeping of God as was Joseph ; no man 
can touch a hair of his head without the 
divine permission. 

, Again do we behold Joseph in deep af«- 
fliction, without a single earthly friend, 
under the frown of a powerful master, -a 
master who felt the more indignant against 
him, on account of the great confidence he 
had before reposed in him ; and probably 
Joseph was scoffed at by many of the ser- 
vants who had been placed under his au- 
thority, and to whom he had been an ob- 
ject of envy« It seems, also, that he 
suffered much, pain from the manner in 
which he was confined ; for the psalmist 
alludes to him in the htmdred-and-fifth 
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psalm, and iu the eighteenth verse says, 
" Whose feet they hurt in the stocks ; the 
iron entered into his soul/* Yet who would 
not rather choose the fate of Joseph, a for- 
lorn, solitary prisoner, his feet hurt with 
fetters, than that of the vile woman by 
whose arts he had been so shamefully tra- 
duced and betrayed ? True, she dwelt in 
her own house, surrounded by splendour, 
and was respected by her deceived hus- 
band ; but what were her feelings when 
the first tumult of disappointment and ha- 
tred had subsided? Surely conscience 
awoke. She could not escape its stings or 
terrors. If she were, not completely 
hardened, how bitter must have been her 
remorse ! If any sentiment of pity or of 
sorrow arose in her mind, it must serve 
only to redouble her sufferings; unless 
she became her own accuser, she could not 
become his advocate, *^ The spirit of a 
man can sustain his infirmities, but a 
wounded spirit who can bear !'' If she 
lived to see Joseph as he was afterwards 
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exalted iii Egypt, when he had it in his 
power to expose her base conduct to her 
husband and to all the world, and even to 
punish her for it, her condition must hare 
been very miserable. Let us pray for 
God's grace, that we may possess^ and 
preserve a conscience void of offenoe, and 
that we may never depart from the paths 
of virtue. 

Joseph, in his prison, and bereft of 
earthly friends, though all seemed to frown 
on him, was not without consolation^ The 
massive gates, the bars and bolts of his 
dungeon, might indeed shut him out from 
intercourse with mankind ; but we read of 
one whom these could not preclude,-^ 
one, mightier than the mightiest, who was 
with him. Again it is said, ^'And the 
Lord was with Joseph, and showed him 
mercy." The phraseology here used de- 
serves to be remarked-^** mercy." Yes, 
God's favour to the best of men may truly 
be called merc^ ; for, as the Psalmist says, 
." If thou, Lord, wert extreme to mark 
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what is doae amiss, O Lord, who could 
abide it V who, even among them that are 
called by his grace, and renewed by his 
Spirit ? 

^^ The Lord was with Joseph, and not- 
withstanding his adversity, gave him the 
sweet blessing of interval peace ; and 
moreover raised him up a new and power- 
ful friend, inclining the heieirt of the keeper 
of the prison kindly towards him, ** The 
Lord gave him favour in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison, and the keeper of the 
prison committed to Joseph's hand all the 
prisoners tha.t were in the prison, and 
whatsoever he did there, he was the doer 
of it." Thus had God given him a friend 
in a place where he could hardly have 
hoped to find one, and a friend who could 
lighten his punishment, and make his 
situation comfortable. And God so blessed 
Joseph in the managetnent of his duties, 
that he gained the full confidence of the 
keeper of the prison, as he had before done 
that of Potiphar ; and thus, though nomi- 
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nally a prisoner, he acted as governor of 
the prison. He who possesses wisdom and 
virtue, will be valued in every sphere, for 
a good man will be a blessing wherever he 
goes. Those too whom we most dread, 
God may influence to become our best 
friends. 

While Joseph acted in this capacity, 
two of the king's officers, the butler and 
the baker, were committed to prison, and 
were placed under Joseph's charge by, it 
is said, ** the captain of the guard." The 
beginning oftheprecedingchapter, the 39th, 
we may recollect, informed us that the cap* 
tain of the guard was no other person than 
Potiphar. It seems, therefore, that Poti- 
phar again began to repose confidence in 
him, or perhaps in some measure to be 
convinced of his innocence. During their 
imprisonment, these men each dreamed a 
dream in one night, which gave them 
much uneasiness. The following morning 
their countenances expressed their grief, 
and induced -Joseph to inquire, *' Where- 
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fore look ye so sadly to-day V^ Joseph 
treated his prisoners with kindness and 
compassion ; though he was their keeper, 
he was not their oppressor, and he could 
feel for their distresses. It may be neces- 
sary sometimes to perform unpleasant and 
even severe duties towards others ; justice 
both toward God and man may forbid us 
to shrink from them. But we should in<> 
termingle as much kindness as possible, 
and sympathise with the sufferers, and en- 
deavour not to increase, but to diminish 
the cup of sorrow. The more we possess 
the mind of Christ, the more shall we pity 
even those, who have been the authors of 
their own misfortunes. 

The reply of the prisoners was in con- 
formity with the custom of a heathen land, 
where were diviners and soothsayers by 
profession, who undertook to interpret 
dreams, appearances of nature, and events 
that were deemed prophetic. Whether this 
art was ever of any real assistance to them, 
or whether their explanations were merely 
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pretended, we cannot perhaps wholly de- 
cide. All the light which the scripture 
throws on the subject, does but show in- 
stances in which they failed, such as those 
of the dreams of Pharaoh and Nebucbad* 
nezzar. 

The subsequent question of Joseph, 
however, refers such knowledge to its true 
and legitimate source : ^' Do not interpre- 
tations belong to God?" Though there 
was no professional interpreter in the pri- 
son, yet God, the true God, the God whom 
he worshipped, could bestow the power of 
interpreting upon whom he would. Joseph 
disclaimed the praise of possessing such 
knowledge himself, but he requested that 
the men would tell him their dreams. He 
^immediately interpreted them, and accord- 
ing to his interpretation was the result. 
He assured the chief butler, that Pharaoh 
would restore him to his office, and men- 
tioned even the very day when that resto* 
ration would take place. And he told the 
chief baker, with the same precision, of hi$ 
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mournful end: "Yet within three days 
shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off 
thee, and shall hang thee on a tree." The 
interpretation of the chief butler's dream 
raised his drooping spirits. Joseph availed 
himself of the opportunity of imploring 
that officer s interest in his behalf, in words 
so pathetic, that we should suppose they 
would have made a deep impression on 
him ; more especially, considering the 
kindness with which Joseph had treated 
him, and the wisdom he had displayed in 
the interpretation. He said, ^' But think 
on me when it shall be well with thee, and 
show kindness I pray thee unto me, and 
make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and 
bring me out of this prison-house. For 
indeed I was stolen away out of the land 
of the Hebrews, and here also have I done 
nothing that they should put me into the 
dungeon." Observe the forbearance with 
which Joseph speaks of the shameful 
treatment under which he had so bitterly 
suffered. There is no word of complaint, 
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much less of resentment, against his unna- 
tural brethren, nor even against his. un- 
principled mistress. It is indeed a great 
conquest over our own hearts, when we 
can so abstain from reproaching those who 
have been the authors of all our misfor- 
tunes. 

Joseph's request to the chief butler was 
natural and reasonable. It is right to use 
all lawful means to be delivered from trou- 
ble, and to assert our innocence. And it 
might seem that such a request was easy 
to grant. The chief butler could not fail 
to think of his own imprisonment, and the 
remarkable circumstances which attended 
it, if only conveyed to the ears of Pharaoh, 
must in all probability have interested him 
much in the fate of Joseph. But the debt 
of gratitude was not paid : *^ The chief 
butler did not remember Joseph, but for- 
gat him." 

So readily does the remembrance of 
friendship and kindness slip away both 
from the mind and heart ! The chief but- 
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ler, restored to his offices and emoluments, 
thought no more of him who had cheered 
his imprisonment, sympathised with his 
sorrow, and removed his fears. He was 
immersed in business, and absorbed by his 

own pleasures and his own pursuits. 

Alas ! that our hearts, too, should con* 
demn us, as we read of this. Have we 
then thus deserted an earthly friend who 
has stood by us in the hour of need, minis* 
tered to our wants, and soothed our ach* 
ing hearts ? If it be so, let our self-re- 
proaches not be stifled, but let them lead 
us to repair the injustice, and to cherish 
new and redoubled affection. But is it 
not merely an earthly friend whom we 
have forgotten, not one who has shown to 
us perhaps sincere, yet sometimes par- 
tial, interrupted, capricious kindness ; 
but one who hath, led us ever siQce we 
were born, whose watchful care and ten- 
der mercy have bestowed on us all our 
blessings, and rescued us from unnum- 
bered dangers ? How much hath not 
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Christ yt>iir Sayicmr done for you ? Did 
he not become man that you might be 
angels ? Did he not die, that you might 
live? What unspeakable tove hath he 
manifested ! how great is the debt of gra- 
titude that we owe him ! And yet how 
hw remember him ! Do not some of us 
even return him evil for good ? Do not 
too many, who are called by his name, 
seem ashamed of his cause, and choose 
rather the banner of his enemies ? Too 
many are quite indifferent to him ; and at 
best, our hearts are cold and remiss in his 
service. Brethren, surely these things 
ought not so to be. Let us pray and strive 
that he may reign, both in our minds and 
in our hearts. Let us think of him, for he 
has thought of us ; and let us think of him 
with the deepest reverence, gratitude, and 
love. 
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Genesis xli. 39, 40. 

** And Pharaoh said unta Joseph, Forasmuch as God 
hath showed thee all this, there is none so discreet 
and wise as thou art. Thou shalthe over my house, 
and according unto thy word shall all my people he 
ruled : only in the throne will I he greater than 
thou." 

The prison in which Joseph was confined, 
was that .appropriated to the " king's pri- 
soners.'' No reason is given why it was 
selected by Potiphar, and it would seera 
to have been an unusual place of confine- 
ment for a person who, like Joseph, was 
lK)t a state-prisoner* Some have sup- 
posed that he placed him there in the 
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excess of his anger, because of the greater 
severity with which the prisoners in that 
place were treated. But whatever was 
the motive, the hand of God was in the 
circumstance. If Joseph had been im- 
prisoned elsewhere, he would not have 
met with the chief butler, who, though 
neglectful and ungrateful for a consider- 
able time, was, in the end, the means of 
his being introduced at the court of Pha- 
raoh. Upon what seemingly trifling events 
in life do the most important affairs some- 
times depend ! What Christian can look 
back on his past years without perceiving 
this? An accidental acquaintance, a jour- 
ney, a casual meeting, a mere turning 
from one road to another ; things in them- 
selves apparently the most insignificant, 
may produce the most lasting conse- 
quences, " The way of man is not in 
himself," nor can he conceive what belongs 
to a single step. It is good to cultivate a 
constant habit of regarding the merciful 
guidance of divine Providence. No means 
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is more effectual to awaken our minds to 
an abiding sense of the presence of God, 
and to confirm our faith and hope. It is 
and ought to be the desire of every Chris- 
tian, like Enoch, to walk with God ; and, 
in order to this, the Christian will view 
him directing the events of every place 
and of every hour. 

*^ Two full years/' it is said, had passed 
away, before the chief butler mentioned 
Joseph's name to Pharaoh. If we add to 
these, the time that the chief butler was 
himself confined, and also consider that, 
prior to this, Joseph had been in prison suffi- 
ciently long to obtain the good opinion of 
the governor, we may conclude that his im«* 
prisonment lasted some years. The latter 
portion of this time must have been par** 
ticularly painful, as the hopes raised by 
the chief butler were, doubtless, again and 
again disappointed. He beheld the door 
open, and one captive after another restored 
to freedom ; but no messenger arrived to 
deliver him. And when not only months, 
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but years of vain expectation had passed 
^way, he perhaps ceased to hope, or hoped 
only for death, — that mighty deliverer 
which sets all prisoners free, — to exchapge 
his fetters for the paradise of his God. 
But, though long delayed, the time a,p- 
pointed came at last ; and the event abun- 
dantly proved that np other time could 
have been so suited to further the general 
purposes of God, and the welfare of his 
r servant Josephs Let none who are in af- 
fliction, and who as yet see no termination 
to their sufferings, sit down disconsolate 
and. abandon themselves to despair^ Let 
it lorily be your effort to love and adore 
'God, .to trust in him, to bear with patience 
your burden of sorrow. Look by prayer 
to God, through Christ, for the blessed in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, that ycwr mind 
may grow in grace, and that your troubles 
may be sanctified to you ; and the day of 
deliverance will arrive, when, perhaps, 
you may least expect it. And whatever 
^that day may be, even should it be the 
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day when your happy spirit shall take its 
flight, attended by ministeriog angels, to 
the kingdom of glory, you will find it to 
be the, right day, and you will not breathe 
the slightest wish that it should have been 
otherwise. Had Joseph been earlier res* 
cued from . his prison, either by the inter- 
cession of the chief butler, or otherwise, it 
is most probable that lie would have re- 
mained in obscurity, and have been un- 
able to avert the calamity impending over 
his family and the land of Egypt. But 
the. hand of God caused the very neglect 
of the chief butler to accomplish his pur- 
poses, . to contribute to Joseph's greatness, 
to effect the preservation of the Egyptians, 
and of Jacob and his family, and to 
re* unite Joseph with the father he so 
much loved, and. with the brethren whom 
he .forgave, and whom he still cherished. 
May such reflections remind every Chris- 
tian, that if God seem slack to perform tjie 
promise, and even to refuse an answer 
to his prayers, the. delay is but because 
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the blessings intended to be bestowed on 
the prayer of faith, are not yet sufficiently 
matured and abundant. 

Now that the time for Joseph's release 
had come, it was accomplished, and that 
too by means which bore on them the di« 
rect impress of the finger of God, The Lord, 
in his providence, ordained that Pharaoh 
should twice dream a remarkable dream, 
which made so strong an impression on his 
mind, that, according to the words of the 
sacred historian, ^^ in the morning his 
spirit was troubled." In his anxiety, he 
had recourse to the magicians and wise 
men of Egypt, but we read there was 
none of them that could interpret them 
unto Pharaoh ; their art, whether real or 
pretended, failed them, and they could not 
even attempt an explanation of the dreams. 
This general perplexity recalled Joseph to 
the memory of the chief butler, and he in- 
formed the king how his own and his fel- 
low-prisoner's dream had been interpreted 
by " a young man, an Hebrew, a servant 
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of the captain of the guard ;" at the same 
time reproaching himself for having so 
long forgotten him. Pharaoh eagerly 
caught at the information, and sent in- 
stantly in all haste, for a person so likely 
to solve the difficulty. Joseph was scarcely 
allowed time to change his apparel, and 
was forthwith introduced into the presence 
of Pharaoh. There is much to admire in 
Joseph's conduct, when brought before 
the king. Though unaccustomed to the 
splendour of a court, so strikingly different 
to the dungeon he had just quitted, he 
replies with perfect self-possession and pro- 
priety ; and not only does this, but does it 
with the same humility and piety he had 
formerly displayed to his fellow-prisoners, 
when they consulted him on a similar oc- 
casion. Far from arrogating to himself 
the credit of superior wisdom, he ascribed 
honour to him to whom alone it was due : 
" It is not in me ; God shall give Pharaoh 
an answer of peace." Thus did Joseph 
^' speak of the Lord and his statutes before 
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the king, dnd was not ashamed." A 
change of situation made no change in the 
disposition of his heart or the tenor of 
his conduct: in the prison he confessed 
his God, and so also in the palace. Alas ! 
how seldom is it thus with men in general. 
In adversity they acknowledge God, on a 
bed of sickness they will appear to honour 
him ; but if sorrow, or sickness, or poverty 
depart, they think of him no longer ; nay, 
they are even ashamed of their confessions 
and their prayers; ashamed of being 
thought religious, ashamed of God, and 
ashamed of being called his people. It 
may truly be said, that there is scarce any 
proof of human depravity so strong as 
this. If anything could justify pride in 
man, it would seem to be the conscious- 
ness of possessing the favour of his Maker, 
of being permitted to approach him, and 
to offer to him his praises and his prayers ; 
but instead of this, we glory in our de- 
basement, or in our alienation from God, 
or, at best, in our holding some distin* 
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guished post in a world which lies under 
his frown, and which has merited his eter- 
nal condemnation. In one word, we value 
the empty praise of apostate and rebellious 
man^ rather than the smile of the omnipo- 
tent God. Do not the hearts of too many 
among us plead guilty to this charge? 
and do they not also testify that it is our 
most reasonable and bounden duty to be 
unawed by man, and in all cases to give 
to God the honour due unto his name ? 
God's honour should, indeed, be our first 
concern ; and will it not be if we are true 
Christians ? My brethren, let God be al- 
ways nearest and dearest to us, always 
first and last. If you are for a moment 
tempted to prefer any other before him, 
remember what he has done for you. He 
is your Creator, he is your Redeemer, and 
what amazing love has he not evinced for 
you, both in creation and redemption ! 
Christ your Saviour has suffered and died 
for you^ he has vanquished hell, and 
opened heaven. To confess him before 
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men, is surely a light return for so many 
mercies. There can be nothing enthusi- 
astic and fanatical in this. 

The reply of Joseph to Pharaoh may, 
perhaps, suggest one other remark. He 
said, ^^ God shall give Pharaoh an answer 
of peace." He saw the king troubled, 
and endeavoured by these words to con- 
sole him, and to remove unnecessarv alarm. 
This, also, should we do, — we should en- 
deavour to be messengers of peace. It is 
true, a Christian cannot always speak 
words of peace, for there is no peace to 
the wicked, — no peace for men who con- 
tinue in their sins. But when men mani- 
fest a real concern about their spiritual 
interests, then we may, under the permis- 
sion of God, speak to them words of com- 
fort, and we may tell them that God is 
ready to give them peace. The faithful 
servant of a merciful Saviour, wherever 
he can, will use the language of kindness ; 
far from speaking bitterly or harshly, he 
will always be ready to bind up the broken 
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heart, and administer the balai of heavenly 
consolation. 

The dreams of Pharaoh and the inter- 
pretation given by Joseph are so well 
known, that it seems needless to repeat 
them here. Joseph, with the utmost clear- 
ness and readiness, explained minutely 
what all the wise men had declared to be 
beyond their art ; and with the same pious 
humility that had dictated his first address, 
directed the monarch's mind to that divine 
Potentatie, who was the author, both of the 
dreams and the interpretation. " God hath 
shown Pharaoh what he is about to do." 

After interpreting the dreams, he ven- 
tured to add a counsel to Pharaoh respect- 
ing the best means of providing against 
the calamity he had predicted. " Now 
therefore let Pharaoh look out a man dis- 
creet and wise, and set him over the land 
of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let 
him appoint officers over the land, and 
take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt 
in the seven plenteous years. And let them 
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gather all the food of those good years that 
come, and lay up com under the hand of 
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the 
cities. And that food shall be for store to 
the land, against the seven years of famine 
which shall be in the land of Egypt, that 
the land perish not through the famine.^' 
And we read that " the thing was good 
in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes 
of all his servants.*' Pharaoh approved 
Joseph's judicious counsel, and immedi** 
ately acted in accordance with it, by ap- 
pointing Joseph himself to carry it into 
execution. 

It may seem strange that Pharaoh and 
his whole court should be so suddenly in- 
fluenced by a young man rescued from a 
prison ; who belonged to a foreign nation, 
and had held but a menial situation in 
Egypt. Undoubtedly the whole transac- 
tion must be referred to the especial pro- 
vidence of him who ruleth the hearts of 
princes. By him were the dreams sent, 
by him were the interpretations given, and 
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by him was the mind of the haughty 
monarch disposed to receive the salutary 
advice of an obscure though gifted indivi- 
dual. But while we humbly recognise 
and adore the divine hand whose interpo- 
sition is so visibly traced, we may at the 
same time remark that Pharaoh acted with 
the utmost wisdom and prudence. He 
heard that Joseph had rightly interpreted 
the dreams of his two servants when in 
prison, and that he had gained the good 
opinion of the keeper of the prison ; he 
found, moreover, that he was able to ex- 
plain his own difficulty, and to propose a 
remedy against the evils he bad predicted. 
Such a man was trulv valuable, and it 
would have been weakness or cowardice in 
Pharaoh, had he suffered his own prejudices 
or the probable prejudices of his courtiers, 
to deprive him of his assistance. 

The motives also which Pharaoh assigns 
for his conduct, do him the greatest ho- 
nour : he said to his servants, '^ Can we 
find such a one as this is, a man in whom 
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the Spirit of God is ? And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath 
showed thee all this, there is none so dis- 
creet and wise as thou art. Thou shalt be 
over my house, and according to thy word 
shall all my people be ruled, only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou." The 
heathen prince confessed the influence of 
Joseph's piety, and made it the cause of 
his promotion. He perceived the value of 
the wisdom which is given from above, 
and justly preferred it to all merely human 
wisdom, and in so doing honoured both 
the Giver and the gift. It is but too 
deeply to be regretted, that the conduct of 
Pharaoh is so seldom imitated. Men of 
piety, if otherwise qualified, are those who 
ought to be chosen for every office of 
trust and importance. It is they who 
have the ". Spirit of God ;" they are sanc- 
tified by the Holy Ghost who dwelleth in 
them, and leadeth them so to labour, that 
they may be approved of the Lord, and 
show forth the fruits of righteousness* 
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The " Spirit of the Lord" bestows on men 
discretion and integrity, and also blesses 
their efforts and -prospers their undertak- 
ings. These are considerations, which 
ought always to be present to the minds 
of persons who possess power and autho* 
rity. If such men were the rulers of every 
nation, how peaceable and how happy 
would be the world ; how little should we 
hear of the ambition and selfish ends of 
those who ought to act only for the public 
good. Men of principle, religious men, 
the well-being of society requires, for our 
statesmen, our senators, our magistrates, 
and for every public situation of employ- 
ment or trust. 

But to return to Joseph. We see him 
now under new circumstances. No longer 
to be a prisoner ; he was raised above 
every subject in the land of Egypt, to be 
second only to Pharaoh. The king himself 
put his ring upon Joseph's hand, and ar- 
rayed him in vestures of fine linen, and 
placed a gold chain about his neck. And 
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he made him to ride in the second chariot 
which he bad, and they cried before him, 
" Bow the knee." Moreover, Pharaoh 
gave him to wife the daughter of one of 
the first princes of the land, and he had 
absolute power over the whole of Egypt, 
Thus he, who had suffered much, who had 
experienced trial after trial, but who, under 
every trouble, had loved, and obeyed, and 
trusted in God, and had acknowledged 
God in all his ways, was now the first 
minister of a great and mighty nation, and 
a happy husband and father. In joy and 
gratitude to God, he exclaimed, ^' God has 
made me forget all my toil, and all my 
father s house." His former troubles^ and 
the unkindness of bis brethren were for- 
gotten ; and even the wealth which he had 
expected to inherit, was so abundantly 
compensated by his present honours and 
richeis, that he had ceased to desire it, and 
might well call it forgotten. In his new 
capacity, he was most diligent. He tra- 
velled through every part of the country, 
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to adopt measures for averting the suffer- 
ings which seven years of famine must 
otherwise have occasioned. And when 
these years actually arrived, he supplied 
the wants of those who came to him for 
food. Thus he justified the choice of Pha- 
raoh, and continued to enjoy his confidence, 
while, at the same time, he was regarded 
with admiration and esteem by all the 
people^ We are told, that at the time he 
stood before Pharaoh he was thirty years 
of age, so that notwithstanding his trou- 
bles, he was raised to honour and com- 
fort at an early period of his life. 

My brethren, what do we learn from 
this portion of our history ? The example 
of Joseph teaches us to seek first theking- 
dom of God and his righteousness, and all 
things else shall be added thereto.*' This 
was Joseph's conduct, and this was Jo- 
seph's* blessing. He forsook not God, 
though in a land where God was not wor- 
shipped, and where his name was not 
known ; and God remembered him, and 
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made him '^ faithful in the land of his 
affliction/' and gave him riches and honour, 
and abundantly recompensed all his suf*- 
fering. 

We learn^ also, as we contemplate 
Joseph, to think of him who, after he had 
suffered being tempted, was exalted to the 
right hand of God, and sat down for ever 
in heavenly places. He is there engaged 
in answering our petitions, and supplying 
our necessities ; but greater far than Jo. 
seph, who could give only the bread that 
perisheth, he hath that which is spiritual 
and eternal life. God the Father hath put 
all things into his hand, and he is ready 
to bestow them on all that ask. 

In closing our meditations this morning 
let me inquire of all who hear me, are 
you among those who seek his blessings ? 
What are your necessities, brethren ? Do 
you need wisdom, or faith, or consolation ; 
— do you need repentance, or holiness? 
Surely you need some, nay, all of these 
things ; your consciences declare that you 
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are not what you should be, and what you 
desire to be, before you draw your last 
breath. And with this conviction, is it 
possible that any should slight the offers 
of a Saviour's grace ? Alas ! if it be so, 
how shall I warn you, or persuade you to 
accept them ? If the Egyptians had not 
sought food, where only it could be found, 
they must have perished ; and you, bre- 
thren, have no refuge but Christ, and him 
crucified. I would entreat you then, as 
you would really enjoy life, as you would 
die in peace, as you would avoid an awful 
eternity, as you desire to enter heaven, to 
turn to God by faith in Jesus Christ. Be- 
lieve in him, hope in him, obey him, and 
then, if you have suffered with him, you 
shall also reign with him. 
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And the seven yeai*s of dearth hegan to come, ac- 
cording as Joseph had said : and the dearth was in 
all lands ; but in all the land of Egypt there was 
bread." 



Before we proceed further in our history, 
let us pause to make a few reflections on 
the means used by Joseph to provide 
against the impending famine. They were 
no less simple than judicious. The ac- 
count of the sacred historian is as follows : 
" And in the seven plenteous years, the 
earth brought forth by handfuls. And he 
gathered up all the food of the seven 
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years which were in the land of Egypt, 
and laid up food in the cities : the food of 
the field, which was round about every 
city, laid he up in the same. And Joseph 
gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very 
much, until he left numbering ; for it was 
without number. And the seven years of 
plenteousness that was in the land of 
Egypt were ended. And the seven years 
of dearth began to come, according as Jo- 
seph had said : and the dearth was in all 
lands ; but in all the land of Egypt there 
was bread. And the famine was over all 
the face of the earth. And Joseph opened 
all the storehouses, and sold to the Egyp- 
tians ; and the famine waxed sore in the 
land of Egypt. And all countries came 
into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn ; 
because that the famine was so sore in all 
lands." 

We may suppose that many other per. 
sons also laid up some portion of the 
abundant produce of the plenteous years, 
as a provision for those of dearth. Those 
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who had property, and who placed confi- 
dence in Joseph's interpretation of Pha- 
raoh's dreams, were, doubtless, influenced 
by his example ; and when they found 
*^ the years of dearth begin to come," they 
must have rejoiced that they had made 
provision against the day of adversity. 
We may believe, too, that there were many 
improvident persons, who thought of the 
present only, and left the future, as we 
may say, to chance ; and these, also, as 
they beheld the approach of the famine, 
must have reflected with regret and sor- 
row on their prodigality, and trembled at 
the prospect of the evils now at hand. 

This part of our subject teaches us a 
lesson of great importance with regard to 
our welfare in this world ; but doubly so 
with regard to the world to come. 

It instructs us to use prudence and eco- 
nomy in our temporal affairs, that we may 
guard against the day of adversity. Who 
can expect continued success through life ? 
Life is generally a chequered scene, and if 
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we would not be overwhelmed by its mis- 
fortunes, it is needful, according to the 
words of scripture, " to look well to the 
ways of our household." This caution ap- 
plies to persons in all ranks. It is very 
necessary to the rich. A rich man may, 
by extravagance, so impair his fortune, 
that he may feel himself, as it were, forced 
to actions he would otherwise despise and 
abhor. He may so involve himself in 
debt, as to be constrained to be a hard 
landlord, an exactor of the uttermost far- 
thing from his impoverished tenantry ; or 
his a6Fairs may by his creditors be placed 
in the hands of another, whose rapacity he 
dare not oppose, lest he should excite 
their clamours. Thoughtlessness and ex- 
travagance have reduced thousands to 
meannesses of conduct, and to perplex- 
ities, which have embittered all their 
days. 

Similar remarks apply also to the trades- 
man who is livinor to the extent of an 

o 

income, of which part ought and might 
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be reserved to meet a change of times, or 
a reverse of fortune. To the poor, it is 
evident, they are peculiarly applicable. 
Without prudence and economy they can- 
not meet the wants of every day, but 
must continually be suffering from cold 
and hunger, and from a thousand priva- 
tions. If, however, they are careful and 
provident, it will seldom happen that they 
are reduced to distress. Few are so poor 
as to want even their daily bread ; and 
few, also, so poor, as to be unable to make 
some little provision for the future. There 
are means within reach almost of the 
poorest, by which they may husband a 
portion of their earnings against a time of 
sickness, or failure of employment. I 
would not advocate an over-careful dispo- 
sition : this is an offence to God. We 
are to trust always to Providence ; we 
are not to fear that he who clothes the 
lilies of the field, and feeds the young 
ravens when they cry, will forget the 
wants of any of his creatures ; but we are. 
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nevertheless, bound to use proper means 
to avoid difficulties and want ; and it is 
only in the use of means that we are to 
expect the divine blessing. The word of 
God himself requires this. The apostle 
Paul says, " He that provideth not for hia 
own house is worse than an infidel :" he 
exposes himself not only to suffering, but 
also to temptation, and brings dishonour 
upon his Christian profession* 

But if we speak thus with regard to 
merely temporal things, how much more 
earnestly should we do so with respect to 
eternal things ! How diligent should we 
be in life to prepare for death ! The time 
is coming when flesh and heart shall fail ; 
what does not the soul need to enable it to 
meet the great change which must soon 
take place ! Go to the dying bed of a 
man whose life has been passed, I will 
not say in flagrant wickedness, but in any 
way that has no reference to the life to 
come, — and who perceives now in his last 
days his sinful neglect and thoughtless- 
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ness of God ; you will see with what fears 
he looks beyond the grave, how comfort- 
less is his mind, with how much sorrow 
his heart is oppressed, how many expres- 
sions of deep regret escape his lips. The 
years of plenty, the years of grace and 
opportunity are past, and the years of 
famine are come, and how shall he meet 
them ? He lived as if death were a fable, 
as if there were no hell to avoid, and no 
heaven to obtain ; and now he beholds be- 
fore him an eternal famine, eternal pover- 
ty, eternal misery. These are awful words ; 
they describe a dreadful state ; but awful 
as are the words, and dreadful as is the 
state, are there not many, many persons 
who, by their irreligious course of life, 
by their mistaken views of religion, are 
hurrying themselves into that condition, of 
which these solemn words are descrip- 
tive? 

Brethren, there may be some among us 
who are making neither provision for this 
life, nor for that which is to come ; but 
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there are many more that do make provi- 
sion for this life, but none for eternity. All 
such wisdom is but folly : ^^ Wherefore do 
ye give money for that which is not bread, 
and your labour for that which satisfieth 
not?" Suffer not yourselves to be de- 
ceived by supposing that all is right, 
while this is your conduct. If you must 
needs die, you must needs also be prepared 
for death, if you would not enter helpless 
and hopeless upon a frightful eternity. 
You may easily ascertain what is the real 
tendency of your course of life, and whe- 
ther or not you are providing against the 
evil to come. Ask yourselves whether you 
are more concerned about the things of 
time, or the things of eternity. If your 
conscience can truly reply, that the grand 
object of your hopes, your desires, endea- 
vours, and aims, is the favour of your God 
and the well-being of your soul when this 
world shall have passed away, then all is 
well ; you have that best treasure which 
shall be your refuge against all sorrow and 
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all want. But if it be not so, if your 
heart must needs comfess that you are 
more thoughtful about the present world, 
be it under any form, whether its busi- 
ness, or its pleasures, or its esteem, . or its 
learning, I must needs declare to you that 
you are letting slip your season of grace, 
and that when it shall at last close upon 
you, you will be unprepared for the awful 
change that is to follow. With some of 
you, brethren, this change is near at hand. 
" The years of dearth" have already begun 
to come. Sickness has laid its hand upon 
you ; age is creeping on, and the shadows 
of evening are lengthening around you. 
But perhaps you are as unfit to die, as 
when you were in the vigour of health, and 
in the bloom of youth. Perhaps fifty or 
sixty years, or more, Jiave added nothing 
to your heavenly treasure. And how do 
you regard eternity, — as an eternity of 
dearth and famine ? Thus ought you in- 
deed to view it, for what but this can it be 
to you ? Yet if you did, surely you would 
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be most anxious, most diligent, during the 
few remaining years you may still have to 
live, to amend your past neglect, to seek 
the Lord while yet he may be found, that 
he may vouchsafe to accept your late re- 
pentance, and your services so long de- 
layed. Be resolved fully and stedfastly 
to procrastinate no longer,— resolved, not 
relying upon your own strength, but upon 
the grace of God through Christ Jesus, 
that is ever ready to assist all who are 
sincerely striving to be conformed to the 
divine image. 

But though I speak thus to the aged, I 
may well urge the same warning upon all. 
The young may die, and the young do die, 
and if they die without having made pro- 
vision for eternity, they too must endure 
that hunger and thirst, which can never be 
appeased. 

The famine, which had been predicted 
by Joseph, prevailed not only in Egypt, 
but, as we read, " over all the face of the 
earth,'' so that people from all nations 
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came to him to buy corn." I have already, 
on another occasion, observed how eminent 
a type of Christ Joseph appears in his 
exaltation. That people not only from 
Egypt, but from "all countries," should 
come to him, renders the analogy still 
more striking. All may come, and all 
must come to Christ, if they would be 
saved. Whether it be Jew or Gentile, 
barbarian or Greek, bond or free^ the trea- 
sures of mercy are open to all. There is 
no condition, no rank, no nation, no sinner 
excluded. Jesus himself speaks to all. 
*^ Him that cometh unto me, I will in no 
wise cast out," i. e. him that cometh in all 
godly sincerity, accounting the gifts I 
bestow far superior to aught beside; — 
him that cometh, bitterly lamenting that 
he has so long despised and rejected 
mercy, and believes that God the Father is 
able and willing to forgive, for my sake, 
all his sins ; — him that desireth, above all 
things, to be my disciple, I will in no wise 
cast out ; — I will not, how great soever 
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may have been his sins ; I will not, how 
long soever hemay have continued in sin; — 
I will not, how much soever his fellow- 
creatures may despise him and hold him 
in contempt and abhorrence on account of 
his crimes; — I will not, though he feel 
himself to be utterly unworthy through 
his repeated transgressions, and his fre- 
quent backslidings ; — I will not, though 
he may have derided me, as did the thief 
on the cross ; — I will not, though he has 
been ashamed of me ; — if he will come to 
me in humble faith, casting his burden of 
sin at the foot of the cross, and himself in 
the arms of my mercy, I will by no means 
cast him out. 

To pursue the type still farther, and at 
the same time to show how far he was 
surpassed by the great antitype, we may 
observe that what '* the people from all 
countries" sought of Joseph was the sus- 
tenance of temporal life, and that which 
Christ bestows is eternal life. From him 
do we receive the bread of life and the 
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water of life ; that bread and that water, 
of which our souls stand in need, that they 
may live for ever ; — that bread of which he 
spake, when he said, ^^ I am the bread of 
life;" and that living water of which he 
discoursed to the woman of Samaria* 

Yet again; we read that those who 
went to Joseph, went to buy and pay an 
equivalent for the com they received. If 
we, brethren, were to pay for the blessings 
of the gospel of Christ, for pardon and for 
peace, we should never possess them, we 
must give up all hope of heaven, and look 
for nothing but everlasting poverty. If 
but the very smallest return were demand- 
ed of us^ we must be hungry and thirsty 
for ever. But blessed be God, we may 
have all the necessities of our souls sup- 
plied. Of Christ we may buy without 
money and without price. He is ready to 
give freely to all who ask the blessings of 
the gospel. ** Ask, and ye shall receive ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall 
be opened to you/' Nay, so free is the 
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gift, that the very thought of payment on 
our part is an offence, and justly so. What 
have we that we can offer to him ? Do not 
the very words of scripture declare us to 
be poor, and miserable, and blind, and 
naked; what have we that we have not 
received first from him ? Is it our lives ? 
They are the breath of his nostrils. Is it 
our possessions ? They are all his : his 
are the cattle upon a thousand hills. 
Surely we do not fancy that we can offer 
to him our merits, our good works, as a 
return for love and grace. What are our 
merits ? Our best righteousnesses are but 
as filthy rags, polluted, corrupt in his eyes; 
our best works are full of sin, and need 
the atonement of his blood, that they draw 
not on our guilty heads the unspeakable 
wrath of God. In our pride, we may be 
for a moment deceived, and consider them 
with complacency; but never can they 
appear good before that God, who is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and 
who chargeth even his angels with folly. 
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bear ; when we shall see him and all 
heaven moving with him, clothed with 
ineffable glory and majesty, more resplen- 
dent than ten million suns, and shall know 
that it was he who voluntarily descended 
from his throne of glory, to be for our sakes 
the man of sorrows ; — ^that he, whose brow 
is encircled with the diadem of heaven, 
whose countenance myriads of angels view 
with delight, was once crowned with 
thorns, struck by a brutal soldier, spit 
upon by base men ; — that his hand, which 
now holds the sceptre which sways over 
infinite space, and his feet, to which the 
earth is now a footstool, were once nailed 
to the cross ; — and when we see the awful 
hell we have escaped, through his mercy, 
and the glorious heaven we have obtained 
by his goodness, then shall we praise and 
love him ten thousand times more than we 
do now. When we see him welcoming us 
with a loving smile to his Father^s man- 
sions, then shall we fall down before him, 
and admire and adore. 
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Id concluding this discourse, as I have 
already addressed the aged sinner in the 
voice of warning, let me now for a moment 
address the aged Christian with congratu- 
lation. You cannot live much longer in 
this world of sorrow ; soon you will behold 
Christ your Lord in all the glories of his 
Father^s kingdom. Think much of this; 
think that in a few short years at most, the 
beatific vision will open before you ; you 
will see your God and Saviour face to face, 
and rejoice in the unspeakable felicity of 
his presence. You find that this world is 
fading, that the grasshopper has become a 
burden, that pleasure has ceased to please 
you, and that even desire has failed. Look 
not on these things with regret; you have 
a better inheritance, one that will satisfy 
you, and fill you with the fulness of joy for 
ever; and it is near at hand, your feet 
stand already at the portal. 

And O that all who hear me, would 
learn to contemplate, with joyful expecta- 
tion, the glory about to be revealed ! My 
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brethren, do not rest satisfied with a mere 
cold and outward respect for your heavenly 
Master, but devote yourselves, your souls 
and bodies, to his service ; make the love 
he has manifested for you the subject of 
your thoughts, the object of your hopes, 
the impulse of your actions ; give your- 
selves to prayer, and to the contemplation 
of him, as he was once on the cross, 
and as he is now in the glory of heaven ; 
and in both, the friend of penitent^ believ- 
ing sinners ; and you will learn to say, 
" For me to live is Christ, to die is gain." 
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Genesis xlii. 1^2. 

*' Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, 
Jacob said unto his sons. Why do ye look one upon 
another P And he said. Behold, I have heard that 
there is com in Egypt. Get you down thither, and 
buy for us from thence, that we may live and not 
die/' 

At the close of the preceding chapter, we 
find that the famine was not confined to 
Egypt, but was ** sore in all lands/' 
Among others, it afflicted the country in 
which Jacob and his family dwelt. Though 
it was the land of Canaan, the land of pro- 
mise, it was not exempt from the general 
calamity ; neither was the patriarch him- 
self, nor were his descendants. In this 

f5 



106 SERMON VI. 

world, the righteous and the wicked often 
suffer together : there are many temporal 
afflictions common to all, and God has not 
promised that his people shall escape 
them, though he assures them that they 
shall be supported under them. And in- 
deed in the midst of their privations, if 
Christians are but true to themselves and 
to their sacred profession, God abundantly 
compensates them by spiritual blessings. 
It is in times of trial that religion becomes 
most precious, that its value is most sen- 
sibly felt, and its consolations best appre- 
ciated. Then too do the children of God 
more truly learn the uncertainty of earthly 
things, and are taught to fix their hopes 
and affections more firmly upon objects 
which are heavenly and eternal ; their faith 
is exercised and strengthened, and they be- 
come more fitted for that kingdom of holi- 
ness and happiness to which they are has- 
tening. Yet it is not, brethren, that such 
are necessarily the effects of affliction. 
Afflictions in themselves have no such 
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power ; it is only when they are sanctified 
to us by the Holy Spirit of God, that they 
are made to produce the fruits of the 
Spirit, and to raise our hearts from earth 
to heaven. Without this, they serve but 
to harden the heart, and increase its natu* 
ral perverseness and obstinacy. We need 
much secret self-examination, lest we de- 
ceive ourselves on this subject 

In all probability there are many persons 
before me, who have had h^eavy troubles. 
Let me ask you, Have you reason to hope 
that they have been accompanied with this 
blessing from the Holy Spirit? If tb^y 
have, you will be less worldly-winded 
than you were ; you will be more in ear- 
nest about religion ; you will be making 
greater exertions to promote the glory of 
your Saviour, and to be conformed to his 
image. In. proportion as they have been 
sanctified, you will find increased spiritu- 
ality in, your affections. And O ! if the 
Almigiity is^ at this vecy time, laying on 
you his afflicting hand, pray fervently that 
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with it he would also vouchsafe his bless- 
ing. If you are earnest in this prayer, you 
will find your afflictions to have been most 
salutary, and will say with the psalmist, 
'^ It is good for me that I have been af- 
flicted/' 

We may learn, further, from the cala- 
mity which had fallen upon Jacob and his 
family, the uncertainty of all earthly bless- 
ings. He had been a very prosperous 
man. God had given him abundant 
riches. Now, however, we see th%the was 
in want even of daily bread. The words 
he uses to his sons show that there was a 
general and deep anxiety respecting the 
event of the famine. " Why do ye look 
one upon another 1" In times of general 
consternation, men are apt " to look " to 
each other for help, or advice ; and to 
have their fears depicted in their counte- 
nance, while their eyes wander anxiously 
on all around them. They had probably 
reason to apprehend that the worst might 
happen, and that their aged father, and 



SERMON VI, 109 

their wives and children, might perish by 
the famine. 

We are all too apt to put our trust in 
wealth, and, if we have it, to think our- 
selves beyond the reach of want. But 
circumstances, which it would be alike im- 
possible to anticipate or to prevent, may 
deprive us of our riches ; or if we do re- 
tain them, they may be unable to procure 
what we need. Persons as wealthy, and as 
secure as the most secure among us, have 
become dependent for the necessaries of 
life. It is wise to bear this in mind at all 
times, and to learn to look upon every 
worldly possession as, according to the 
words of the apostle, " uncertain riches ;" 
or the words of our Lord, " treasures 
which moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
thieves break through and steal." We 
shall then be prepared to use them well 
while the Lord shall continue to bestow 
them, and to lose them with cheerfulness 
and resignation if they should be with- 
drawn. We shall then, too^ feel more 
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truly the value of those eterqal riebes 
which neither time nor chance can change 
or impair — the love of God, and the inhe- 
ritance that fadeth not away. If we have 
God's blessing on earth, and heaven here* 
after, then are we rich indeed. These are 
riches not like those of the world, which 
death, at best, must ravish away, since aa 
we brought them not into the world, so iiei- 
ther can we carry anything outj — these 
are rich€a which increase with our yew^, 
and follow us into eternity. May God vo4jch- 
safe them to i:^ all for the sake of Christ ! 
The advice of Jacob to his. sons was wise. 
He v^vy properly excited thepob to^ exertion 
instead of yielding to slothful despondency. 
We feel, however, something of regret to 
find that Ve would not suffer Benjami^t to 
accompany them. He had not yet loaroed 
to overcome that partiality for one of bis- 
children above the rest, which had already 
proved so fatal in the case of Joseph, Per- 
haps too he had some knowledge, or some 
suspicion of what had been the fate of 
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Joseph, and the cruel remembrance em- 
bittered his mind, and would not suffer 
him to permit the only remaining child of 
his beloved Rachel to depart in the hand9 
of his guilty brethren. 

But the ten brethren on this occasion 
conducted themselves with much propriety; 
they do not seem to have murmured, or in 
any way resented the superior affection 
testified by their father towards Benjainin, 
but immediately prepared to follow his di- 
rections, and went down into Egypt to buy 
corn. The journey was long and fatiguing ; 
but they saw it to be necessary, and enter- 
ed upon it with alacrity. Industry and 
diligence are indispensable for the sup- 
port of our families, and no trouble should 
be thought too great, to preserve them 
from want and suffering. The meat that 
perisheth requires pains and labour ; and 
did a famine prevail in our country, it 
would be our duty to seek our necessary 
food from any country, however distant, 
from which a supply could be obtained. 
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You will anticipate the application of 
these remarks ; but can I forbear remind- 
ing you how much more imperative it is 
to seek food for the soul that must live for 
ever, rather than for the body, which, not- 
withstanding all our care and pains, in a 
few short years must mingle with the dust ? 
Blessed be God, we are unacquainted with 
famine ; we live in the midst of plenty. 
And so may it be said also with reference 
to the bread of eternal life, and to the hea- 
venly waters. But there are times and 
places and situations where it is not so ; 
and it is then our bounden duty to encoun- 
ter fatigue, and privation, and inconveni- 
ence, in order to seek for refreshment for 
our souls, — for the food of our spiritual 
life. 

In eternity, my brethren, to which the 
stream of time is fast hurrying us, we shall 
think no pains to have been too great, 
which have enabled us to obtain the means 
of grace, and to become true and devoted 
Christians. Those happy spirits of just 
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men made perfect, who now, through the 
love and mercy of God in Christ Jesus> 
have rested from their labours, and entered 
upon the enjoyments of angels, — they 
only wonder that the trifles of tinfe so 
much engaged their attention, and that 
they laboured not more fervently after 
heavenly blessings. And so, also, in that 
world of misery, do those unhappy spirits 
against whom the door of mercy is for 
ever closed, bitterly mourn that they did 
not cast aside every worldly impediment, 
and give themselves most earnestly to ob- 
tain mercy through Christ, and thus have 
escaped their present awful situation, and 
be possessing, in heaven, an everlasting 
and blessed inheritance. These are con- 
siderations which speak solemnly to us all, 
and reprove the carelessness and negli- 
gence of but too many : God has vouch- 
safed to us, abundantly, the means of 
grace : we have bis house, his ordinances, 
his word ; we hear his doctrines, his pro- 
mises, his precepts ; but some are irregular 
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in their attendance at bis house, others 
neglect his sacramentSi and others seldom 
or never read his scriptures, or bow their 
knee in humble and secret prayer. Hea- 
ven and all its happiness is^ as it were, 
brought to your very doors, and yet you 
will scarcely accept them. Alas ! what 
does this prove ? It proves too truly, that 
such persons are unmindful of God and 
ungrateful to him ; it shows that they have 
no love for Christ, but that a sinful world 
has possession of their hearts, and holds 
them in its fetters. Would that I could 
persuade you of the guilt and the danger 
of such a state. Think not that the truth, 
which I urge on you, is a hard saying ; it 
is the word of God himself, the word which 
my office and my conscience, alike, bid me 
declare to you. If it find you living in 
defiance of its warnings and exhortations, 
it may well fill you with sorrow and re- 
morse. ^^ Is not my word like a fire ? 
saith the Lord, and like a hammer that 
breaketh the rocks in pieces ?'* To con- 
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sume, or rend a rock^ a fire must indeed be 
fierce ; or to break a rock, hard must be 
the blows that are struck. And what rock 
is so hard as the unrenewed heart of man ; 
and how must the preacher endeavour to 
strike the unrenewed heart of those hear- 
ers, who are unsubdued to God ? Would 
that he could indeed strike them ; yea, 
break them, so that each may have a 
broken and contrite heart ; a heart that 
God hath promised he will not despise. 

Returning to our narrative, we find that 
Joseph's brethren arrived in Egypt, and, 
together with others who came to buy com, 
presented themselves before him. When 
there, Joseph saw them and knew them, 
though they did not recognise him. Be- 
sides the change which time had made, his 
dress was totally diiFerent, and the situa- 
tion in which he now stood was so unlike 
that in which they had before seen him, 
that we need not wonder at their looking 
upon him as a stranger. On the other 
hand, though twenty years had much al- 
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tered their personal appearance, yet being 
habited in the same manner as formerly, 
and having told him that they came from 
the land of Canaan, it was more probable 
that he should remember them. And now 
were his dreams fulfilled ; they bowed 
themselves before him with their faces to 
the earth. Now their empty sheaves did 
obeisance to his full one. Thus, however 
men may endeavour to impede the pur- 
poses of God, they most surely will come 
to pass. 

The manner in which Joseph received 
his brethren may seem to require some 
explanation. It is said, ^^ he made him- 
self strange unto them, and spake roughly 
unto them." He charged them with being 
spies, and having come to see the naked- 
ness of the land. These accusations must 
have caused them much uneasiness, being, 
as they were, so sudden and unexpected, 
and coming from a person invested with 
so much power. They reply in the most 
respectful terms : " Nay, my lord, but to 
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buy food are thy servants come. We are 
all one man's sons. We are true men. Thy 
servants are no spies." But Joseph per- 
sisted in his charge, and when he again 
said that they were spies, they added other 
particulars respecting their country and 
family. ** Thy servants are twelve 
brethren, the sons of one man in the 
land of Canaan; and behold the young- 
est is this day with our father, and one is 
not." 

Joseph, however, was still unmoved, and 
even to this clear and explicit statement 
he replies, '^ That is it that I spake unto 
you, saying, Ye are spies. Hereby shall 
ye be proved. By the life of Pharaoh, ye 
shall not go forth hence, except your 
youngest brother come hither. Send one 
of you, and let him fetch your brother, and 
ye shall be kept in prison that your words 
may be proved whether there be any truth 
in you, or else by the life of Pharaoh 
surely ye are spies ; and he put them all 
together into ward three days. " 
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This conduct in Joseph may perhaps 
appear like revenge, and may at first be 
thought very unbecoming in a person pro- 
fessing to be just and religious. The ex- 
pression he twice uses, * by the life of 
Pharaoh,' cannot be justified. It was pro- 
bably a customary species of oath in the 
court of the heathen prince ; and though 
it may have been used by Joseph, only the 
more effectually to make himself appear as 
an Egyptian to his brethren, it is to be 
censured even in this view. It is a spe- 
cies of that light and profane manner of 
speaking, which our Lord especially re- 
proves when he says, " Swear not at all." 
It was more than the simple affirmation, 
" yea, yea, nay, nay,'' and as our Lord also 
declares, came of evil. We should say too 
much, were we to affirm that Joseph was 
corrupted by his now long residence at the 
court of Pharaoh ; his history shows that, 
throughout his life, he retained his inte- 
grity, and forsook not his God. Never- 
theless, if he had wholly escaped the con* 
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tagion of the evil examples that surround* 
ed him, we maj imagine that the same 
tenderness of conscience which he dis- 
played respecting his interpretations of 
his dreamSy giving so reverently to God 
the honour due unto his name, would not 
have permitted him to adopt the language 
of heathens and idolators. 

But though we censure thus much, the 
rest of his conduct is to be approved. 
What he had in former years seen and 
known of his brethren, and most especially, 
the circumstances under which he had been 
separated from them, justified him in feel- 
ing some suspicions respecting them. 

Not seeing Benjamin among their num- 
ber, he perhaps feared that Benjamin had 
succeeded himself in the partial affection 
of his father, and that he had met a yet 
more dreadful fate at their hands. Before 
he discovered himself to them, it was ne- 
cessary for him to ascertain whether his 
apprehensions were well-founded ; and 
also to know what was their present state 
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of mind, whether they repented of their 
former cruelty towards himself, and whe* 
ther they indulged jealousy towards Ben- 
jamin. His treatment of them, though 
harsh, was judiciously adapted to attara 
these ends ; and it fully succeeded accord- 
ing to his wishes. They also, on their part, 
could not justly complain, for those who 
have indulged in sin must always render 
themselves liable to suspicion. If we 
would have the good opinion of our fel- 
low-creatures, we must take care to deserve 
it. 

On the third day of their imprisonment, 
Joseph made them a proposal which, though 
afflicting, they were glad to accept. He 
suggested that one only of them should 
remain in his hands as a hostage, and that 
the rest should take food for their families, 
and then return, bringing with them their 
youngest brother. To these hard conditions 
they gave a forced and sad assent. And 
how was Joseph deeply touched, as he 
witnessed their penitence ! He could not 
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refrain from tears/ while, an unsuspected 
listener, he heard, in the accents of his 
native tongue, their deep repentance for the 
sufferings they had inflicted on him. 
Thosie which they were themselves now 
called to endure awoke all their remorse 
and their affection for their much-injured 
brother. They confessed their sin : " We 
are verily guilty concerning our brother, 
in that we saw the anguish of his soul 
when he besought us, and we would not 
hear : therefore is this distress come upon 
us." 

It is one of the blessed effects of sancti- 
fied affliction to bring our sins to remem- 
brance, and to lead us to confess them and 
repent of them, though there is sometimes 
reason to doubt the sincerity of repentance 
that appears first under such circumstances. 
The mind that feels the burden of sin when 
it is subdued by sorrows, may probably 
cease to feel it when the sorrow is remov- 
ed. Delay not therefore repentance until 
such an hour. We can never act more 
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wisely, and more holily, than by devoting 
our best days to self-examination, to re- 
pentance, to the whole work of religion. 
May this good, this pleasant way, be the 
happy choice of every one who now listens 
to the preacher's voice. And if there 
should be any among us, who have not yet 
repented, and are not yet hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, and seeking 
for an interest in the redemption by Christ 
Jesus, give yourselves, brethren, to earnest 
and continual prayer : let this sabbath-day 
be ,the birth-day of your souls, the day 
when yon shall begin a new and spiritual 
life. And I beseech you, harden not your 
hearts while it is called to-day, lest God 
in his wrath should swear that you shall 
not enter into his rest. Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near. Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation. 
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Genesis xlii. 29, 30. 

** And they came unto Jacob their father unto the 
land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them, 
saying, The inan, who is the lord of the land, spake 
roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country/' 

We have remarked on a former occasion 
that the repentance which is excited by 
some circumstances of fear or distress is 
aeldom genuine. It was probably an ap- 
prehension that this might be the case with 
regard to his brethren, which induced 
Joseph to prolong the trial to which he 
considered it necessary to subject them. 
Their conduct did, however, exhibit many 
of the marks of true repentance, and espe- 
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cially that of acknowledging the hand of 
God in causing their present distress ; 
they confessed that it had justly been sent 
upon them, because they were " guilty 
concerning their brother." And it would 
seem also that Joseph's mention of the 
" fear of God/' was the means of rousing 
these convictions, and leading them to 
reflection. When men have learned to 
look beyond second causes, and humbly, 
and penitently, to bow before God the 
almighty Father, from whom all things 
proceed, acknowledging that he is just and 
good in afflicting them, there is reason to 
believe that their hearts are indeed changed, 
and that they hate the sins they deplore. 
Joseph's tears, as he witnessed their con- 
trition, were indeed those of sorrow and 
affection, but they were also those of hope 
and joy. Joy, to see his brethren, whom 
he might well have feared to be hardened 
in sin, whose jealousy had led them to 
resolve upon his destruction, no longer 
mocking, '' behold this dreamer cometh," 
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but trembling and weeping for their of- 
fences against him ; and hope, that their 
grief might be followed by a sincere 
amendment of life and devotion to God, 
and thus they who had been his brethren 
after the flesh, would be his brethren also 
after the spirit, united with him and with 
holy Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham, among 
the number of the faithful who shall for ever 
be with God. And the same tenderness 
and love dwells, too, in all christians ; and 
while they sorrow because of the misery 
which sinners bring upon themselves, with 
the angels of God they rejoice when a 
sinner turns from the error of his ways. 
With what delight do christians behold 
a friend, or a relative, who has been un- 
mindful of the things which concern his 
everlasting peace, beginning to manifest 
an anxiety for his eternal interests ! Joseph 
had doubtless offered many a prayer for 
his sinful brethren, and so have christians 
also ; and if we really, really rejoice, in the 
reformation of others, we shall use every 
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proper and holy meaDg to produce it in 
them, and we shall not grow weary in 
supplicating for them a divine blessing. 

But while we are touched by Joseph s 
sympathy, let us not forget to admire his 
firmness. He was not weakly deterred 
from his purpose, because he felt for their 
affliction. Perhaps, if most of us had been 
placed as he was, we should, as soon as 
penitence began to manifest itself, have 
offered them consolation. But Joseph 
knew that the heart is deceitful, that 
impressions and convictions are eaisily 
effaced ; and that, painful as was the act^ 
it was needful to use means to deepen and 
mature the repentance which he trusted 
had begun. He proceeded, therefore, even 
as he had before proposed, to take Simeon 
from them, and in their presence he put 
him in bonds. However dictated by true 
kindness, this measure must have been 
deeply felt to be severe and mysterious. 
In like manner, beloved brethren, does 
God visit his children. Though in the end 
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it shall be found to be most salutary, the 
affliction be lays upon them may for a time 
seem grievous and mysterious. But faint 
not in your tribulation ; — when its effect has 
been produced, the same hand that inflict- 
ed shall also bind up and pour balm into 
the wound ; he that hath broken the heart 
can also heal it. 

The example of Joseph may remind 
parents of the necessity of firmness. It 
teaches tbem not to allow their affection 
add compassion to obscure their judgment ; 
but, on the contrary, to do violence to their 
own feelings by U3ing such discipline and 
correction as may best tend to correct their 
children's faults. Hence too may all per- 
sons in authority learn how to regulate 
their conduct, to wards those who may have 
offended) but whom they are anxious to 
reclaim. In some cases, it is the dictate 
of affection as well as of wisdom, to treat 
the proud and careless with apparent se- 
verity ; and, as far as equity and the fear 
of Gpd will permit, to exhibit to them, in 
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our intercourse with them, a portrait of 
their conduct to others» with a view to 
excite in them proper reflections and true 
repentance. Consequently, persons who 
are naturally gentle, must do violence to 
their own feelings, by seeming distant aUd 
even stern, if they would really benefit 
those of their erring brethren, whom they 
sincerely love. As the humane surgeon 
probes the wound or cuts the limb with 
firmness and apparent unconcern, while 
his heart bleeds for the anguish which he 
occasions. 

In his severity, however, Joseph failed 
not to intermingle mercy. He sent away 
his sorrowing brethren with corn, and not 
only gave them provision for the way, 
but returned to every man his money, 
placing it in the mouth of bis sack. And 
thus also, In the dispensations of a greater 
than Joseph, is justice tempered with acts 
of love. Christ our Saviour bestows the 
bread of life. None that apply to him are 
refused, even though their sins may at the 
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same time call for his chastising hand. 
He gires them provision for eternity, for 
be has his heavenly blessings in store for 
aU those whom, notwithstanding their 
m^ny transgressions, he is not ashamed to 
cafil his brethren. And while they are on 
their Journey through life, he provides 
tb«m with his holy word and religious or- 
dinances, which, by his Holy Spirit, he 
sanctifies to the refreshing of their bodies 
and -souls. And as Joseph took no money, 
sa Christ freely vouchsafes his blessings, 
according to the language of the prophet : 
** Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money, 
came, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price." Christ demands not 
payment, or the best among us must needs 
go empty away. Pardon and peace and hea- 
ven could be obtained only at a price far be- 
yond any that we could offer ; we know the 
price, even the precious blood of Jesus. 
Thanks be to him, and glory be to him for 
ever, that he has opened the door of mercy 
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by which we may be saved from the mise- 
ries due to traDBgression. And whilst we 
thank him^ oh ! let us make all the riches 
which he is williog to communicate, oar 
own. Who would willingly be destitute of 
them ? Who does not feel that he requires 
pardon for sin? Who does not wish to have 
Grod for his father, heaven for his eternal 
home? Then seek these blessings. You 
have only to feel your need of them, and 
humbly, fervently, and thankfully to pray 
forthem, through Christ the Sonof Ood^and 
you shall have them freely and fully given. 
Joseph's brethren journeyed homeward, 
unconscious of the directions he had giveti 
respecting them ; but when they stopped 
at the inn, and one of them opened his sack 
to give his ass provender, he espied his 
money. This circumstance alarmed them. 
They knew not what construction to put 
upon it. Though it had been intended as 
an act of kindness, their guilty consciences 
made them regard it with fear. How true 
is that scripture, '' The wicked flee when 
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no man pursueth, but the righteous are 
bold as a lion/' There was, however, some 
ground for their fears ; they knew that the 
Egyptians looked upon the Hebrews, as 
well as upon all other inhabitants of Ca- 
naan, with abhorrence, and could not ex* 
peet to receive any kindnes3 from them. 
They concluded, therefore,that their money 
had been placed in their si^icks with th^ 
intention of drawing them into some snare ; 
and were the more confirmed in their opi-* 
nion, because the lord of the land had 
charged them with being spies. Yet, if 
their consciences had not testified against 
them respecting their brother, it is not 
probable that their terrors would have been 
so great ; they would not have trembled 
under the apprehension of the divine 
angfer — " What is this that God hath done 
unto us ?'*— but rather have trusted their 
cause, as the cause of the innocent, in his 
hands. The path of holiness and upright- 
ness is the only path of peace ; and they 
that would escape the fear of adversity and 
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the fear of man, must so act as to be ena- 
bled to hope, through the Saviour's inter- 
cession, for the guidance of God the Holy 
Ghost, and the protection of God the Fa- 
ther. Confidence in such support will be 
a shield against every trouble ; thus saith 
the psalmist, " Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil ; for thou art with me ; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." 
It is true indeed, that even good men 
sometimes, through weakness of faith, are 
terrified at that which should excite their 
joy. When the disciples in the storm saw 
Jesus walking on the sea, they cried out 
through fear, not thinking it to be him ; 
but had they recognised their gracious 
Master, they would have rejoiced at his 
approach. Let us pray for faith, and la- 
bour to maintain a conscience void of 
offence. 

Yet another trial awaited the returning 
brethren ; this was their reception by their 
father Jacob. When he saw the money in 
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their sacks, he also caught the jitfectiaa 
of their fears ; aod when be saw not Si- 
meon among. them, a suspicion of the most 
dreadful nature seems to have seized his 
mind* '^ Joseph is not^ and Simeon is not, 
and ye will take Benjamin away." He 
probably guessed but too truly, that they 
were the guilty cause of Joseph having 
disappeared ; and now^ when he saw the 
money in their sacks, he suspected that 
they had acted dishonestly, and in some 
way made Simeon the victim, and were also 
plotting against Benjamin. Those who 
have once entangled themselves in crime, 
will afterwards not unfrequently find them- 
selves accused, on occasions on which they 
have really been innocent ; and such accu* 
sations may come when they have begun 
to feel real repentance,. and have been en- 
deavouring to atone for their past offences. 
The guilty may for a time escape suspi* 
cion, but the day will arrive when those 
whose opinions they most highly value, 
and whose minds they would desire to be 
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at ease, may think them the cause of all 
their afflictions, as Jacob seemed to con- 
sider his sons. Would that all did 
follow the example of the meek and lowly 
JesuSi and then, far from injuring their 
friends, they would bless and love and do 
good to their bitterest enemies. 

Most touching is the complaint of 
Jacob under this unexpected trouble. 
** Me have ye bereaved of ray children" — 
" all these things are against me/* Truly 
his afflictions were heavy. He had lost his 
beloved Joseph ; he might never again see 
Simeon} famine threatened him and his 
family, and in order to avert it, he was 
now called upon by his sons to consign to 
their treacherous keeping his darling Ben- 
jamin, the only remaining remembrance of 
his beloved Rachel. But Jacob saw not 
the blessings so soon to be bestowed, or he 
would not have thus yielded to despon- 
dency. Through our ignorance, or mis« 
take, or the weakness of our faith, we 
often apprehend that to be against us 
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which is really in our favour. And surely 
some of us have, in our experience, found 
that many of those events which we most 
dreaded, have been most necessary for our 
true interests. We have seen that, be- 
hind a frowning providence, God can hide 
a smiling face. If certain things had 
prospered according to our wishes, they 
would now have been our sorrow; and 
they would have intercepted some of the 
richest blessings we now enjoy. If the 
tender corn met only grateful showers and 
sunshine, it would shoot up prematurely, 
and become a sickly plant ; but the fierce 
winds and biting frosts which assail it, 
though they may for a while retard its 
luxuriance, render it stronger, and hardier, 
and fitter to produce an abundant harvest. 
What the Christian feels to be painful, 
Qjid thinks to be adverse, he will soon find 
to work for his good, for his temporal 
happiness here, and his eternal happiness 
hereafter* 

But while we contemplate with pity the 
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distress of Jacob, we are shocked at the 
proposal made by Reuben, to encourage 
and console him : ^' Slay my two sons if I 
bring him not to thee/' Could it be pos- 
sible that Reuben should even entertain 
the idea of Jacob's being gratified, under 
any circumstances, with the death of his 
own grandsons ? Reuben can hardly be 
supposed seriously to have meant what 
his words implied ; but at best the very 
idea was ferocious, and he spoke most 
hastily and unadvisedly. As is generally 
the case with unmeaning and foolish lan- 
guage, it failed to produce its intended 
effect, Jacob was not persuaded ; but, on 
the contrary, as if only the more fully con- 
vinced of their evil intentions toward his 
best-beloved child, he exclaims in bitter- 
ness, " My son shall not go down with 
you ; for his brother is dead, and he is 
left alone : if mischief befal him by the way 
in the which ye go, then shall ye bring 
down my grey hairs with sorrow to the 
grave." 
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For the present, therefore, they dared 
not renew their importunity, but, as be- 
fore, in silence and despondency, endured, 
as they were best able, the calamities of 
the famine. At last, however, their ne- 
cessities again became pressing. The 
famine continued sore in the land; and 
Jacob was obliged once more to propose 
that they should go down into Egypt to 
buy corn. Reuben was, perhaps, ashamed 
again to attempt to persuade him, but 
Judah now urges the impossibility of their 
succeeding in the object of their journey, 
unless Benjamin should be permitted to 
accompany them. ** The man did so- 
lemnly protest unto us, saying. Ye shall 
not see my face, except your brother be 
with you. If thou wilt send our brother 
with us, we will go down and buy thee 
food ; but if thou wilt not send him, we 
will not go down, for the man said. Ye 
shall not see my face except your brother 
be with you." 

The argument of Judah was suitable 
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and reasonable ; yet still Jacob hesitated, 
and again indulged in complaints and 
reproaches against his sons. Perhaps they 
were on the present occasion unfounded ; 
but, when we consider that he knew the 
temper and spirit of his sons, and had 
suffered so much on account of them, we 
can hardly wonder at his wounded and 
irritated feelings. Possibly they had been 
accustomed to treat him with occasional 
unkindness, and he might attribute their 
conduct to a want of proper affection and 
regard for him. " Wherefore dealt ye so 
ill with me as to tell the man ye had yet a 
brother ?" Unless the general tenor of our 
conduct be holy, and such as to allow no 
one any just foundation for suspecting us 
of evil intentions, our best motives and 
actions will be liable to unwarrantable 
misconstructions ; and Judah could not be 
astonished, though he might be grieved, 
at his father's complaints. The reply, 
however, of both himself and brethren was 
frank and proper. '^ The man asked us 
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straitly of our state, and of our kindred, 
saying, Is your father yet alive ? Have 
ye another brother ? And we told him ac- 
cording to the tenor of these words. Could 
we certainly know that he would say, 
Bring your brother down V^ To this, we 
do not find that Jacob made any answer : 
he was probably, convinced that here they 
had not acted deceitfully, and that their 
tale was true. Judah then availed him- 
self of the apparent relenting, in his 
father's mind, and once more urged him to 
comply. He promised to do bis utmost 
to protect the child Benjamin, and again 
to restore him; and he represented ear- 
nestly and forcibly the urgent necessity 
for his consent, '^ that we may live and not 
die.'' Dear as Benjamin was to Jacob, 
he saw the reasonableness of Judah's ar- 
guments, and the injustice he did to all 
the other members of his family by in- 
dulging his fond partiality. At the same 
time, too, he knew that unless corn was 
brought from Egypt, even his Benjamin 
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must perish from want. He had^ indeed^ 
said, '^ My son shall not go down with 
you/' but now he perceived it to be neces- 
sary, and^ though unwillingly, he con- 
sented. 

This part of our history teaches the 
painful lesson that we may be called upon, 
in the dispensations of Providence, to sa- 
crifice whatever is nearest and dearest to 
our hearts. Our affection for any one ob- 
ject must not make us negligent of the 
comfort of others; and it is useful to 
consider that, in consulting the general 
good, we are most likely to promote the 
welfare of those more immediately con- 
nected with us. Jacob was, for a time, 
forced to give up his beloved Benjamin, 
in order to obtain food for himself and his 
family ; and thus may we be required to 
resign many creature-comforts for the good 
of others, and for our own eternal happi- 
ness. But, whatever we may resign, let 
us acquiesce in faith, assured that as Jacob 
received back not only his Benjamin, but 



SERMON VU. 141 

his long r lost Joseph, so will the LorcJ 
abundantly requite us for whatever we 
have been willing to relinquish for his 
name's sake. In general, that which God 
calls us to forsake, is but our follies and 
our vices; those sources of temptation 
which lead us astray from him, and mar 
our real happiness. But, whatever it be, 
he is wise and just in his demand. He 
will withhold nothing that is truly for our 
good ; he will deprive us of nothing that 
is not, in reality, rather a snare than a 
blessing. And hear not these words, bre- 
thren, with a mere cold and outward assent. 
Let your hearts cherish the blessed convic- 
tion, let them deeply feel that God in 
Christ is indeed your reconciled Father, 
and that hedoeth all things well ; so shall 
your faith support you, and God shall have 
the glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



142 



SERMON VIII. 

Genesis xliii. 1, 2. 

" And the famine was sore in tbe land. And it came 
to pass, when they had eaten up the com which they 
had brought out of Egypt their father said unto 
them. Go again, buy us a little food." 

* 

We have seen Jacob, after much reluc- 
tance, consent that Benjamin should ac- 
company his brethren into Egypt. At 
first, indeed, he had absolutely refused, 
but he was now convinced that the case 
was urgent. Let not persons who have 
rashly resolved, obstinately persist in their 
unwise determination. To adhere to what 
is manifestly wrong, is but doubling the 
folly which first caused the error, and add- 



SERMON VIII. 143 

ing an accumulation of sins. The vene- 
rable Jacob acted more humbly and judi- 
ciously. Seeing the journey he had so 
much dreaded was inevitable, he no longer 
opposed it, but endeavoured to do all that 
was possible to avert the anticipated dan- 
gers. He advised his sons to carry with 
them a present for the " lord of the land." 
" Take of the best of the fruits of the land 
in your vessels, and carry down the man a 
present, a little balm and a little honey, 
spices and myrrh, nuts and almonds." 
These were things likely to be acceptable 
to an Egyptian prince, the productions of 
Canaan, which was in many parts high 
and mountainous, differing greatly from 
those of Egypt, which is flat and annually 
inundated. The dry seasons which would 
prevent the growth of corn, were perhaps 
not so unfavourable to the things men- 
tioned by Jacob ; but there is reason to 
believe that the present proposed was of 
great value, especially during a time of 
scarcity. 
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Let us remark, that this present was de- 
signed merely to remove any obstacle that 
might arise with respect to the purchase 
of the com. It was com that they needed, 
and needed for the preservation of their 
lives. With all other things they were 
willing and happy to part. Brethren, 
with regard to you also, there is one thing 
needful, even salvation through Jesus 
Christ. As myrrh and nuts and almonds 
and honey are of little use without com, 
so will be all you can possess in this 
world, except you have the bread of life 
for your portion. Seek him, then, who 
can bestow it ; seek him first and last, that 
he may be your advocate with the Father, 
your Saviour, your friend, your all in alL 
Having him, you will have all things; 
" for," saith the apostle, addressing him- 
self to those who are indeed the true discir 
pies of their blessed Lord, ^^ all things are 
yours, whether Paul, or ApoUos, or Ce- 
phas, or the world, or life, or death, or 
things present or things to come ; all are 
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yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is 
God's." 

Jacob further advised them to be even 
more than sufficiently provided wth mo- 
ney : " Take double money in your hands, 
and the money that Was brought again in 
the mouth of ypur sacks." The double 
money they were to take, in case the con- 
tinuance of the famine had increased the 
price of com ; and the money found in 
their sacks, he considered to belong to the 
lord of the land of Egypt. " Peradven- 
ture," added Jacob, ^* it was an oversight;" 
he would by no means take an unjust ad- 
vantage of the errors of another* 

His sons are now on the point of their 
departure. He commits his case to God, 
and dismisses them with his blessing and 
his prayers, " And God Almighty give 
you mercy before the man, that he may 
send away your other brother, and Benja- 
min also." The holy patriarch knew well 
the power of prayer; he had found its 
efficacy when he had feared to meet his 

H 
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angry brother Esau, and he was convinced 
that He, in whose hands are the hearts of 
all men, could influence the heart of the 
lord of the land of Egypt kindly towards 
his sons. It has been well remarked, that 
those who would find mercy with men, 
must seek it of God, who can turn all 
hearts as he pleases. To God must we 
look for strength, protection, and guidance, 
and we shall never look in vain. When- 
ever, too, we are about to be separated 
from those who are near and dear to us, 
when we cannot be aware of the dangers 
to which they will be exposed, and the 
temptations by which they will be assault- 
ed, how much does it behove us to com- 
mend them to the care of Almighty God ! 
And, indeed, nothing can truly quiet and 
pacify our minds concerning them, except 
consigning them in humble faith to his 
guidance and protection. 

When the sons of Jacob had arrived in 
Egypt, they were, by the orders of Joseph, 
brought into his house ; and he had, be- 
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sides, instructed his servants to provide for 
their entertainment, " for that they should 
dine with him at noon." Here again, how- 
ever, as on the former occasion, Joseph's 
intended kindness was inisinterpreted. They 
feared that he was practising some strata- 
gem, by which to get them the more com- 
pletely in his power- But they acted wisely 
in explaining to Joseph's steward what 
appeared dubious, and they evidenced the 
integrity of their conduct, by producing 
the money they had found in their sacks, 
in order to restore it to the steward's lord. 
The reply of the steward must have occa- 
sioned them great joy. ** Peace be to 
you, fear not ; your God and the God of 
your father hath given you treasure in 
your sacks. I had your money." Besides 
the comfort they must have felt from the 
assurance of safety, to hear an Egyptian 
acknowledging the God of Jacob, was in- 
deed an unexpected happiness, and inspired 
them with confidence. When men really 
acknoVledge the providence of God, there 

h2 
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is some reason to trust them. And here 
let us notice how useful Joseph seems to 
have been to bis Egyptian steward, even 
as an instrument to convert him from dumb 
idols to serve the living God. Every 
pious head of a family will be earnestly 
solicitous for the spiritual welfare of his 
servants, and will take every opportunity 
to lead their minds to God. 

Simeon was now restored to his bre- 
thren^ and they were all admitted into the 
presence of Joseph. They approached 
him with the present in their hands, and 
bowed themselves to the earth. In reply 
to his inquiry after their father's health, 
they again bowed down their heads, and 
did obeisance. Thus remarkably did they 
fulfil the prophecy of his dreams. 

Among them, Joseph perceived his bro- 
ther Benjamin, the son of his mother Ra- 
chel. He welcomed him with a prayer 
and a blessing : '^ God be merciful unto 
thee, my son." But he was so overcome 
by conflicting feelings of joy to see his 
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brother, and sorrow at the distress to which 
both his father and his brethren were re- 
duced, and the recollection of the many- 
events that had happened to himself since 
he last saw Benjamin, that he could not 
restrain his tears, but hastily sought hia 
chamber and wept. Joseph, however, 
would not indulge his tears ; he exerted"^ 
himself to overcome his feelings, returned 
to his brethren and feasted them. To 
Benjamin he gave five times as much as to 
any of the rest, thus showing him, accord- 
ing to the custom of the times, a mark of 
peculiar consideration. The kind treat- 
ment his brethren received set their minds 
at ease. It is said " they were merry with 
him ;" they enjoyed his hospitality and his 
company, no longer dreading him, but re- 
garding him as a friend* 

Shall we not here again also be remind- 
ed of our blessed Lord and Saviour ? Does 
it not show us how he welcomes sinners ? 
While they are alienated from him by 
wicked works, they view him with fear ; 
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but when they return to him in all since- 
rity and true repentance, he receiyes them, 
removes their terrors, and makes them 
participators in his holy ordinances, so that 
they view him as their friend and become 
happy. 

When Joseph had entertained his bre- 
thren, he again sent them on their journey 
homewards with as much com as they 
could carry, and again ordered their money 
to be placed in the mouth of each sack. 
But their trial was not yet complete ; in 
order once more to put them to the test, 
he commands his steward to place a silver 
cup in the sack belonging to Benjamin. 
And we find that they had not departed 
far when be sent his steward after them to 
demand the cup, with this message: 
" Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for 
good? Is not this it in which my lord 
drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth ? 
Ye have done evil in so doing." 

How often, when we think ourselves in 
the midst of prosperity, does some ad- 
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verse circumstance arise ! We may ima- 
gine how light-hearted they set forth, how 
pleased with Joseph's hospitality, and how 
happy to be able to return to their father's 
house with both Simeon and Benjamin. 
Brethren, while we enjoy the sunshine, we 
should do well to expect the cloud. 
Though to-day the blossom may be fair 
and beautiful, yet by to-morrow it may be 
nipped by the piercing frost. All things 
in this world change and fade. Then look 
not upon life as a time of repose, but of 
trial, as a road over which we must travel 
to heaven, the place of eternal rest and 
peace. If we have a short calm, while we 
rejoice in it, let us not be surprised if it 
should be interrupted by a storm. Our 
Lord himself was not exempt from this 
common lot of humanity. When baptized 
by John, he had this testimony from hea- 
ven : " This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased ;" but immediately 
afterwards he was led into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil. 
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Joseph's brethren were astonished at 
the charge brought against them, and, 
conscious of their innocence, firmly but 
respectfully denied it to the steward. 
" Wherefore saith my lord these words ? 
God forbid that thy servants should do 
according to this thing." They then urged 
as a proof of their honesty, that they had 
brought back the money which they had 
found in their sacks, and concluded by 
saying, " With whomsoever of thy ser- 
vants it be found, both let him die, and we 
also will be my lord's bondsmen." This 
serious proposition they made in the ful- 
lest confidence of integrity ; and though 
they must have been surprised and much 
hurt at having it supposed that they could 
be guilty of such ingratitude, they expect- 
ed, after having allowed themselves to be 
searched, to depart quietly. We read that 
they speedily took down every man his 
sack. Where there is innocence there 
need be no alarm, no fear of investigation. 
But how must their hearts have fainted 
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within them wh&k they beheld the cup in 
Benjamin's sack* They had no excuse to 
plead ; the evidence was too plain. Though 
Benjamin's conscience could testify his in- 
nocence, yet this could only be satisfac- 
tory to himself, and to God, the searcher of 
hearts. His brethren seem not to have 

« 

said a word to exculpate him. We read, 
*' they rent their clothes, and laded every 
man his ass, and returned to the city." 

And with what grieving hearts, with 
what wounded spirits did they return over 
that road on which, just before, they had 
walked so cheerfully ! Benj amin's especial- 
ly, was a distressing case : he was regarded 
by his brethren as a thief, as the occasion 
of their misery. And thus also it may hap- 
pen to others. It is possible that all out-^ 
ward circumstances may concur to render 
us, even in the judgment of our bestfriendsi, 
guilty persons. Though we may be com- 
pletely clear of the fault of which we are 
accused, we may have no means of dis- 
proving it. Yet then a conscience void of 

h5 
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offence will be a certain support ; we shall 
feel that though men condemn us, we 
may appeal to him that searobeth the 
heart and trieth the reins. He that 
knoweth all things, knoweth that we 
are guiltless, and he will bring to light our 
integrity. 

But before we proceed with our narra- 
tive, it may, perhaps, here be desirable 
to make one more remark on the nature of 
Joseph's conduct. It was certainly neces- 
sary that he should endeavour to rouse his 
brethren to repentance, and to ascertain 
their real characters and state of mind 
before he discovered himself to them; 
but, if we admit that the end was excel- 
lent, are we also prepared to defend the 
means he used ? Perhaps the first feeling 
that arises in our minds is, that though 
upon the whole we do not censure Joseph, 
yet we could have wished that he had 
taken some other method of accomplishing 
his purpose. We fancy that we perceive 
in his conduct something of the tyranny of 
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power and office and prosperity ; and 
whe nwe see the distress it occasioned, 
above all, to his aged father, we are in- 
clined even to disapprove. But, as we 
have already said on a former occasion, a 
second consideration and a closer view 
will probably produce some change in this 
j udgment. The circumstances under which 
Joseph first saw his brethren, after twenty 
years' separation, we must always remem- 
ber, were peculiar and embarrassing. Had 
he still been influenced by anger and re- 
venge towards them, so arbitrary was the 
power he possessed, that had he deprived 
them of their liberty, or even of their lives, 
he might have done so with impunity ; or 
at least, if he had felt no affection for them, 
he might have allowed them to return 
back into Canaan without discovering 
himself to them. But this his heart for- 
bade ; yet he dared not immediately fol- 
low its promptings. After what had passed 
in former years, it would have been the 
height of imprudence to put himself again 
in their power. Some trial of them was 
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indispensable; and^ however painful it 
might be both to them and to their father, 
it would^ perhaps, be difficult to imagine 
a device more, innocent. The deep sym- 
pathy of Joseph himself with their sorrow, 
shows that no part of their trial was wan* 
tonly or carelessly inflicted ; and we may 
observe that the severest part, that of the 
accusation brought against Benjamin re- 
specting the cup, was soon compensated 
by a most happy explanation, and did not 
in any way extend to their father. All 
that appears to deserve censure in the 
conduct of Joseph, is, as we have also 
before observed, his seeming deference to 
the superstitions of the Egyptians. Yet, 
perhaps, the steward's speaking of the 
silver cup, as " that by which he di- 
vineth,'* does not prove that it was actually 
used for such a purpose. . Still, if Joseph^s 
conduct cannot be wholly defended, it 
does but show us that the best of men are 
not without failings ; and that for a com- 
plete pattern of holiness we must look 
alone to Christ, the Lamb without spot or 
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blemish. It may teach us, too, that even 
Joseph was not wholly an exception to the 
apostle's declaration, that " evil communi- 
cations corrupt good manners ;^ since, by 
living among a heathen people, and in a 
heathen court, he learned some of their 
ways ; and it must needs, therefore, con- 
vince us, that we must come out, and be 
separate, if we would escape the corrup- 
tions of the world. 

Having returned to Joseph's bouse, his 
brethren fell before him on the ground, 
and to his inquiry, " What deed is this 
that ye have done ?" we hear Judah, who 
answered for the rest, saying, " What 
shall we say unto my lord ? what shall we 
speak ? or how shall we clear ourselves ? 
God hath found out the iniquity of thy 
servants: behold, we are my lord's ser- 
. vants, both we and he also with whom 
the cup is found.^ Here is the language 
of a deeply-troubled mind. He looked 
beyond Joseph, even to God ; he viewed 
Joseph only as the instrument, but God as 
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the Being who was punishing them. In 
saying, " God hath found out the iniquity 
of thy servants/' he, perhaps, referred to 
the injury they had done to Joseph, for 
which they thought that God was now 
reckoning with them. He knew himself 
to be innocent of the charge brought 
against him ; yet, even in this affliction, in 
which he was wronged by man, he owned 
that God was righteous, and justly visited 
his iniquity. This, brethren, is the lan- 
guage of every real penitent. 

Not only, too, did Joseph's brethren 
attempt no defence, they gave themselves 
up as prisoners, and owned themselves to 
be his servants. Thus, again, were Jo- 
seph's dreams remarkably fulfilled. They, 
who had exclaimed, in the pride of their 
hearts, '^ Shalt thou have dominion over 
us \^ now said to the same man, '* We are 
my lord's servants.** It is wise to be 
always humble, for we know not in how 
lowly a situation, and under what trying 
circumstances, a few years may find us in 
this changeable world. 
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Joseph, in reply to the address of Judah, 
professed that he wished to act towards 
them with perfect justice, and would be 
far from taking any undue advantage 
of their situation. He would, therefore, 
suffer them all to depart in peace, except 
only Benjamin, the cup having been found 
with him. Perhaps, by this proposal, 
Joseph intended to try Benjamin's temper, 
and wished to see whether he could bear 
such a hardship as this with the calmness 
and composure of mind that became a 
wise and good man ; though his principal 
motive was, without doubt, to ascertain 
whether his brethren entertained any affec- 
tion for Benjamin. He would know whe- 
ther they, jealous as formerly, would gladly 
take this opportunity of leaving him a 
captive in a strange land; or whether, 
with the lapse of years, they had become 
changed men, and their dispositions soft- 
ened and subdued. The events of years 
are, indeed, sometimes so sanctified, as to 
cause a complete change in persons. Those 
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whom we^ a few years since, knew as the 
most abandoned^ we might now, if we 
could meet with them, find sincerely re* 
formed. The persecuting Saul may be- 
come the holy Paul ; the cowardly Peter 
bold in the defence of his master ; the 
cruel Manasseh the true and weeping 
penitent. Christian brethren, if we are 
now lamenting over some who walk not 
as becometh the gospel of Christ, let us 
not despair ; they who are now first in the 
service of Satan, may be washed in the 
blood of Christ, and sanctified by the 
Spirit of our God. O ! when a Christian 
looks at his own heart,-— of whom should 
he despair ? Can be remember his own 
sins and follies, and think that any are so 
vile as to be beyond the reach of mercy ? 
Let us pray for the worst, especially for 
those who pray not for themselves, for 
surely they of all men most need our 
prayers. 

In reply to Joseph, Judah alone seems 
to have ventured to speak. But he, it is 
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said, came near to him, and be made an 
address which, a commentator justly re- 
marks, is, perhaps, the most beautiful and 
the most complete specimen of genuine, 
natural eloquence extant in any language. 
In it, be evidenced most touch ingly his 
affection both for his father and for his 
brother. 

He commenced his speech in the most 
respectful manner, acknowledging Joseph's 
dignity, and giving honour where he justly 
considered honour to be due. It is no 
proof of upright intentions or true eleva- 
tion of mind to refuse proper deference to 
our superiors in rank. To speak evil of 
dignities, is one of the deepest marks of a 
depraved heart and life. 

Judah proceeded to repeat to Joseph the 
circumstances under which Benjamin had 
accompanied them. He reminds him that 
it was at his particular request that Bcut 
jamin had been brought down into Egypt, 
and tells him how painful had been the 
parting to his venerable parent. He then, 
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with affectionate and pathetic simplicity, 
explains the cause of Jacobus reluctance, 
and how it happened that Benjamin was 
so peculiarly endeared to his father. The 
aged Jacob had said, *' Ye know that my 
wife bare me two sons, and the one went 
out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn 
in pieces, and I saw him not since ; and 
if ye take this also from me, and mischief 
befall him, ye shall bring down my grey 
hairs with sorrow to the grave." Judah 
then made a most powerful appeal in 
behalf of Benjamin, for the sake of his 
father, and, in conclusion, entreated Jo- 
seph to accept of himself as a bondman in 
Benjamin's stead, assuring him that the 
greatest affliction that could happen to 
him would be the sight of his father 
broken-hearted on account of Benjamin's 
loss. Judah remembered his father's grief 
when he saw Joseph's coat of many colours 
brought to him, covered with blood ; he 
and his brethren could not endure a second 
such affecting scene. Their hearts were 
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hard when they sold their brother into 
Egypt; but repeated affliction, sanctified 
to them, had softened their hearts. The 
hearts of stone bad become hearts of flesh. 
It is thus with every heart touched by the 
Spirit of God. They who once felt even 
a savage pleasure in giving pain, become 
tender and sympathising, gentle and lov- 
ing. He who could once sell a brother 
into slavery, would now be himself a 
bondman, in order to redeem his brother, 
and spare his father's tears. How blessed 
are the fruits of repentance, and that sin- 
cere desire implanted from above, to lead 
a new and holy life ! 

And now Judah had spoken. He was 
silent, and, with his brethren, under what 
feelings, we can better imagine than de- 
scribe, stood before the lord of the land of 
Egypt, awaiting his determination, which 
should declare Benjamin to be either a 
slave or a freeman ; and Jacob, their father, 
either a happy parent, again embracing 
his Benjamin, or sinking under another 
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stroke, bereaved of his children, into the 
grave. 

But there was another who felt as deeply 
as Judah. His and his brethren's hearts 
were swollen with sorrow and oppressed 
with grief; yet there was another heart 
which they feared was full of anger, and 
which was full, indeed, but not of anger. 
Their judge himself could not " refrain 
himself," and he quickly ordered his at- 
tendants to go out, that he might be alone 
with his Hebrew suppliants. And now 
he gives them an answer ; his answer was 
in his tears : he wept aloud. Surely the 
men wondered at this strange sight ; but 
scarcely had they time to wonder, when 
he said to them, " I am Joseph : doth my 
father yet live ?" We may imagine what 
must have been their surprise : it is im- 
possible to depict it. We read that " they 
could not answer him, for they were trou- 
bled at his presence." Never had they 
seen him, as Joseph, since ati the pit they 
saw the anguish of his soul, when he, with 
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uplifted hands and imploring looks, and 
with many tears, besought them, and they 
would not hear. How did they now 
remember the dreams ! One, perhaps, 
feared his revenge ; and another feared to 
return to their father, with the guilty truth 
of their former crime, and how they had so 
long deceived and distressed him. Sin can, 
indeed, involve us in a thousand troubles, 
and hedge our path with difficulties and 
sorrows. 

But Joseph again speaks. He says, 
** Come near to me, I pray you." These 
were words of kindness, and calculated to 
dissipate their fears. And thus, too, does 
Christ .our Saviour exclaim to penitent 
sinners, " Come unto me I be of good 
cheer I'' They came near ; and again he 
says, " I am Joseph your brother, whom ye 
sold into Egypt" But, that they might no 
longer be fearful, and that they might take 
courage, he adds, " Now, therefore, be ye 
not grieved and angry with yourselves, that 
ye sold me hither, for God did send me 
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before you to preserve life." How beauti- 
ful is this example of forgiveness ! How 
does it teach us to cease from anger 
against those who are sorry that they have 
offended us, to comfort them, and set their 
minds ot rest. Our divine Lord, also, in 
like manner, receives all who repent and 
turn to him : he gives them pardon through 
his atonement, and peace and consolation 
through his promises, explained and ap- 
plied by his Holy Spirit 

Joseph next proceeded to teU them what 
had befallen himself. He ascribed all his 
prosperity to God. God, he said, had 
exalted him, and rendered him a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house. God 
is, indeed, the giver of our temporal pros- 
perity, as well as of our spiritual blessings, 
the author and giver of every good gift. 
He then begged his brethren to inform 
their father Jacob that he was yet alive, 
and sends a message, entreating him to 
come down to him into Egypt, that he 
might provide for them all, and rescue 
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them from that poverty to which the fa- 
mine would ultimately reduce them. This 
was, indeed, returning his brethren good 
for evil ; and the spirit of love which thus 
inspired him, was truly the spirit of Christ. 
How often hath our divine Saviour, the 
brother against whom we have so deeply 
sinned, pardoned our iniquities, redeemed 
our lives from destruction, and crowned 
us with lovingkindness and tender mer- 
cies ! 

To convince them, if any doubt yet re- 
mained as to his being their very brother 
Joseph, he added, " Behold your eyes see, 
and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that 
it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. 
And ye shall tell my father of all my 
glory in Egypt, atid of all that ye have 
seen ; and ye shall haste, and bring down 
my father hither.'* And now, again, he 
yielded to the strong excitement of his 
feelings : " He fell upon his brother Ben- 
jamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin 
wept upon his neck. And not only did 
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Benjamin partake his tears and affection : 
" he kissed all his brethren," — the bre- 
thren who once had no pity for him, 

" and wept upon them/' « After that," 
adds the sacred penman, " his brethren 
talked with him/' Both he and they were 
more composed, and able to converse upon 
the many events that had happened since 
their separation ; and it must have been 
with heartfelt pleasure that Joseph lis- 
tened to the accents of his native home, 
and the tidings of his beloved father. And 
his brethren, too, must have been happy, 
notwithstanding the sad repentance which 
mingled with their joy. How much sweeter 
is love than hatred, reconciliation than 
variance, forgiveness than revenge ! And 
may every sinner who hears of this hap- 
piness, seek to be reconciled to him, whom, 
although he has deeply offended, yet is 
full of compassion and love. He is will- 
ing to receive every penitent, to embrace 
him with the arms of his mercy, to save 
him from everlasting poverty, and bestow 
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on him an inheritance in his eternal king- 
dom. Come, then, to him, confessing and 
forsaking your sins, and fear not, how 
many or how great they may have been ; 
be ye reconciled to God, and he will par- 
don you and bless you, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ his Son. 
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SERMON IX. 

Genesis xlv. 26, 26. 

'* And they went up out of Egypt> and came into the 
land of Canaan, unto Jacoh their father, and told 
him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is gover- 
nor over all the land oiEgy^t" 

The news of Joseph's brethren having 
come to Egypt soon reached the ears of 
Pharaoh and his servants. The manner in 
which it was received does honour both to 
Joseph and his sovereign. " It pleased 
Pharaoh well and his servants." Pharaoh 
appreciated the services of his minister, 
and though he had already munificently 
rewarded him, he was pleased to be able to 
confer still more benefits through the means 
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of his family. And we may remark, that 
it is a high testimony of the integrity of 
Joseph, and also of the justice and pro- 
priety of his conduct, that the servants of 
Pharaoh, no less than their lord, should re- 
joice in his brethren's coming. He seems 
to have been singularly exempt from the 
envy and jealousy which usually beset 
those who have risen to eminence ; and the 
arrival of so large a number of his relatives 
did not, apparently, excite any ill-will 
either towards them or towards himself, 
though it might be imagined that, espe- 
cially in a time of scarcity, they would 
have been looked upon as an addition to 
the public burdens. Pharaoh sent the 
most cordial and pressing invitation to in- 
duce them to come and make their abode 
in Egypt ; and far from narrowing the 
ofi'ers which Joseph had made, speaks in 
terms of more princely liberality. The 
minister had modestly offered only a com- 
petency to his father and his brethren ; 
but Pharaoh, as a king, sends waggons 
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and provisions for their journey, and bids 
them welcome to all the good of the land 
of Egypt. "Say unto thy brethren, This do 
ye ; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto 
the land of Canaan ; and take your father 
and your housholds, and come unto me : 
and I will give you the good of the land 
of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the 
land. Now thou art commanded, this do 
ye ; take you waggons out of the land of 
Egypt for your little ones, and for your 
wives, and bring your father, and come. 
Also regard not your stuff: for the good 
of all the land of Egypt is yours." 

The conduct of Pharaoh is a noble in- 
stance of gratitude. He considered that 
for all he had, the prosperity of his king- 
dom, the lives of his subjects, nay, perhaps 
even his own life also, he was, under God, 
indebted to Joseph ; and he appears to 
have rejoiced at finding an opportunity to 
manifest his good-will. How seldom do 
we witness gratitude like this ! The selfish 
world is apt to forget and disregard bene- 
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fits almost as soon as they have been be* 
stowed. And yet so dependent are we 
upon each other, that it would seem that 
the daily kindnesses we receive should 
daily remind us of the many debts of gra- 
titude we owe to all around us. If indeed 
we do neglect them, it is a fatal sign of an 
irreligious state of heart. If we are not 
grateful to man, we do but deceive our- 
selves when we believe that we are grate- 
ful to God. He who fulfils his duty to- 
wards God, will not fail in that towards 
man. ** He that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ?" Our kindly 
affections to our brethren in the flesh, and 
especially to those who have conferred be- 
nefits and favours on us, must needs be 
among the strongest evidences both to our- 
selves and to the world around us, that we 
are numbered in that family of love which 
our heavenly Father calls his own. 

With regard to Pharaoh, too, let us not 
forget to remark, that his high station en- 
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hanced his gratitude ; not indeed that any 
station is an exemption from its claims, 
but these claims are too frequently over- 
looked when due only to inferiors. Let 
the rich and the great remember Pharaoh. 
But while Pharaoh was gratefully pleas^ 
ed to prove his kindness to Joseph, it was 
not impossible that he was desirous to 
have the relatives of so wise and holy a 
man as Joseph settled in his kingdom, be- 
cause he honoured their religion and their 
God. He would conceive that the kinsmen 
of Joseph were, like him, men of piety and 
wisdom, and that they also would prove a 
blessing to him and to his people, as Jo- 
seph had done. It is one of the greatest 
blessings a land can possess, to have those 
persons resident in it who fear God. Far 
rather, brethren, would I see a pious family, 
however poor, come to sojourn among us, 
than a God-forgetting family, however rich* 
lu the one there is a beautiful example, a 
gracious influence ; there is, according to 
the words of the apostle, the little leaven 
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which may leaven the whole lump. The 
excellence of their Iwes, and the wisdom 
of their words, may prove salutary to the 
salvation of some neighbour, or perhaps 
neighbours, and these again may spread the 
sacred principle ; and thus will Chris- 
tian be added to Christian, and religion 
will go on extending itself from house to 
house. 

Nor is this said with any feeling of 
disrespect to those who possess wealth or 
rank ; no, it is only to show the blessing 
of real religion in its meanest garb, po- 
verty. And let me add, that if piety in 
the humblest cottage is so valuable, and 
useful, and welcome, how delightful also 
is it to see those who fill the higher walks 
of life, enjoy, together with their worldly 
possessions and importance, the love of 
God shed abroad in their ^hearts. The 
poor and pious cottager may indeed shine 
brightly in his lowly station and narrow 
circle ; but the godly rich will be as the 
stars in the firmament, and the usefulness 
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of tbeir life and their example, as extended 
as the sphere in which they move. 

According to the kind and liberal com- 
mand of Pharaoh, every facility was given 
by Joseph for his brethren to bring back 
with them their father and their families. 
He provided them with waggons, and fur- 
nished them with provisions, and gave 
them changes of apparel, still, however, 
bestowing upon his nearest brother, Ben- 
jamin, the son of his mother Rachel, more 
than upon the rest. Thus he rewarded to 
them good for evil ; he returned blessing 
for cursing, and kindness for hatred. To 
those who would have slain him when a 
defenceless youth, and would not hear his 
entreaties, he supplies not only the neces- 
saries, but even the comforts and luxuries 
of life, and this too both unasked and un- 
expected. And thus doth our Lord Jesus 
Christ grant even to those who nailed him 
to the cross, unsolicited pardon, peace, and 
heaven. He sent to them his apostles, and 
sought them when they were unreconciled 
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to him, and preached to them forgiveness 
of sin through his blood. And may not 
we, my brethren, say the same — we, who 
through him have a good hope of eternal 
life ? Though we did not with our hands 
crucify the Lord of glory, yet our sins 
nailed him to the tree ; and if he had not 
sought us by his Spirit, should we ever 
have sought him? Alas! no: and never, 
therefore, should we obtain a title to an 
inheritance in heaven, or enjoy the com- 
forts he gives us on our road. May our 
hearts be thankful to him, and bless and 
adore his holy name ! 

Joseph sent to his father a handsome 
present : " ten asses laden with the good 
things of Egypt, and ten she-asses laden 
with corn and bread and meat for his fa- 
ther by the way.'* Time had not changed 
Joseph's affection or his sense of duty to- 
wards his father. For twenty years he had 
been separated from him, and when he last 
saw him, we remember that he was but a 
youth ; yet filial love beat as warmly in 
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his heart as ever ; he was still the affec- 
tionate child of a revered and beloved pa- 
rent. With the kindest solicitude, he 
seems to have been careful to send every 
thing that could alleviate the fatigues of 
the journey, which, to Jacob, now a hun- 
dred and thirty years old, could not but be 
wearisome. Joseph's example speaks to 
every child. Whatever station of life we 
may occupy, however humble or however 
exalted, nothing can exempt us from doing 
all in our power to render the declining 
years of our parents pleasant. Gratitude 
demands this, and the ties of relationship 
also require it ; and every one who feels 
truly these sweet and powerful claims, will 
consider it to be his happiness to be able 
to show kindness to a father or a mother, 
to whom he owes a debt which a child can 
never fully repay. And although our pa- 
rents may not be in such circumstances as 
to need assistance from us, nevertheless 
they will always sensibly feel our con- 
duct towards them, and we ought to do 



8CRMaN IX. 1719 

for them all that gratitude, esteem, re- 
spect, and love, can devisci to add to their 
comfort. 

There is one injunction which Joseph 
gave to his brethren, and which we must 
not pass by. It is this : " Also regard 
not your stuff, for the good of all the land 
of Egypt is yours." Some of their pos- 
sessions they might find it difficult to con- 
vey, and hence might arise an objection to 
their removal from Canaan to Egypt. Jo- 
seph desires that this might not be a 
hindrance ; for that they should be abun- 
dantly compensated for all they might 
leave behind. The command of Christ, to 
forsake all and follow him, is given to a 
like end, and in a like spirit. When he 
calls us to leave the broad road, on which 
so many walk, and to enter the narrow 
path to heaven, he bids us leave many 
things, — our sinful practices, and customs, 
and habits, and pursuits, and company. 
But it is because these are an impediment 
and hindrance to our journey : why, then, 
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should we hesitate to leave them ? They 
are but of little value, and can give but 
little pleasure. Joseph speaks of his bre- 
thraa's possessions in Canaan, by a term 
rather implying contempt than yalue : be 
says, '* R^ard not your stuff.** Does 
anything which we can put in comparison 
with the blessings which God will vouch- 
safe, and with the kingdom of heaven, 
deserve a name more expressive of esteem ? 
When we look seriously at the gifts of 
Christ our Saviour, their abundance, their 
excellence, their eternal continuance, and 
their sufficiency for us, may not all other 
things — ^yes, all that is unconnected with 
piety — be denominated as stuff? as that 
which is o^ no value ? Therefore, be- 
loved brethren, so let me say to every one 
among you, who is willing to enter Christ's 
kingdom of grace, that he may enjoy 
Christ's kingdom of glory, regard not 
anything that may prove a hindrance to 
your holy calling ; for, whatever you re- 
linquish for the kingdom of heaven's sake, 
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shall be recompensed to you more than a 
hundred-fold. And esteem not too highly, 
I would also add, those things which, in- 
deed, you are permitted to keep, but which 
you must yet shortly leave. Set your 
affections upon things above, and not 
upon things on the earth, which, even 
though dear and lawful, are yet of the 
earth, and earthly. Consider all you have 
below as changing and passing away ; and 
your inheritance above, as the object of 
your hope and joy. 

Let us remark, likewise, the caution 
with which Joseph dismisses his brethren. 
" See that ye fall not out by the way." 
His motive for saying this, might possibly 
be, because he remembered, when under 
his father's roof, their quarrelsome dispo- 
sitions ; or he might conceive it possible 
that they might upbraid each other on 
his account. One brother might charge 
another with having suggested that he 
should be slain, or a third might accuse 
the one among them who had proposed 
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tbat he should be sold; thus dispute 
might follow dispute, and mischief ensue. 
It was both wisdom and kindness, tbere^ 
fore, to bid them beware of dissensions 
among themselves : Joseph was not only 
willing to forgive the injury done to him** 
self, but he endeavoured to prevent his 
persecutors from treating each other harsh* 
Ijr* His advice is worthy the attention of 
all. Brethren should dwell together in 
unity. We trust that we are travelling 
together towards our Father's house, the 
heavenly Canaan. There should be no 
strifes, no divisions, whether in families 
or parishes, or any other communities that 
profess to take the precepts of Christ for 
their direction. All ill-will should be 
avoided, all unkind expressions guarded 
against, and love should prevail. We 
•hould all remember that God is our Far- 
ther, and we ourselves are brethren. Our 
heavenly Father is love, even as St. John 
says, '' God is love ;" and the express 
command of our Saviour is, *' Love one 
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another." The more we resemble our 
divine Master, the more careful shall we 
be to preserve peace. Nay, indeed, when 
we take a review of our own conduct, we 
shall perceive so much to humble us, so 
much to censure in our own hearts, and 
we shall feel that we so much stand in 
need of forgiveness, that we shall be re- 
luctant to become disputatious and angry 
with others ; we shall be anxious, like the 
apostle, if it be possible, as much as lieth 
in us, to live peaceably with all men. 
We may not sacrifice truth and principle 
for the sake of peace ; but in every other 
case, let us seek peace. Let not sinners 
accuse each other, but rather encourage 
each other to repentance and prayer. In 
heaven all will be concord ; there shall be 
no harsh or jarring string. And should we 
not on earth endeavour, at least in some 
measure, to anticipate that universal peace? 
We may, indeed, strive and pray to obtain 
more of the mind of our Saviour ; that 
placid, gentle, meek, compassionate, and 
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loving disposition of mind which he so 
eminently exhibited, and which is so truly 
designated as the mind which was in Christ 
Jesus. The youngest and the weakest 
among us may labour to cultivate this 
blessed spirit, and ought to do so continu- 
ally. My little children, you are not too 
young to learn to bear this image of your 
gracious Lord ; this temper of peace and 
love is one which is an especial ornament 
of your tender years. Endeavour, then, 
to avoid the slightest disagreement, to be 
willing to bear and forbear, and to display 
in all things a spirit of peace. 

Joseph's brethren, having returned to 
their father Jacob, inform him that his son 
is yet alive. '^ Joseph is alive, and is go- 
vernor of the land of Egypt" Instead, 
however, of his receiving the news with 
great joy, we read, " And Jacob's heart 
fainted, for he believed them not/' Why 
he believed them not, is not stated. It is 
to be feared that he had often been de- 
ceived by them, and that he had discovered 
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some of their untruths. We know how 
fearfully they had lied to their father, 
when they brought to him the coat of 
many colours dipped in blood. He might, 
perhaps, view their present statement as 
mischievous and undutiful ; and this fresh 
proof, as he might consider it, of their 
unfilial conduct, might distress him, and 
make, as it is said, his heart faint within 
him. If this were, indeed, the fact, it 
gives a melancholy view of the family of 
the patriarch. What can be more dis- 
tressing to a father or to a mother, than to 
look upon the children who ought to be 
the solace of their declining years, and to 
remember, unwillingly, how often they 
have been deceived, and how impossible it 
is for them to place any reliance upon 
those who, nevertheless, are still so dear 
to them. My young friends, love truth, 
and never for any seeming advantage, 
or gain, or convenience, depart from it. 
Dread every species of equivocation and 
subterfuge, everything which, under what- 
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soever appearance, is contrary to truth. 
By deceit, you loosen every social tie, you 
hazard the affection of your nearest and 
dearest friends ; nay, you turn all the de- 
lightfiil reciprocation of friendship and fa- 
mily love into poison ; the confidence you 
have deservedly lost, you can, perhaps, 
never regain; and, without confidence, 
friendship and love are but sorrow instead 
of happiness. 

But let us hope that these unhappy 
reflections on the misconduct of his chil- 
dren, were not the sole, or even the chief 
cause that Jacob's heart fainted when he 
heard their tidings. The very mention of 
Joseph's being alive might seem to him 
incredible, because the happiness was so 
much greater than he could possibly have 
anticipated. And at the same time the 
various recollections which that beloved 
name would bring before him, might so 
overcome him that his heart would ** feint." 
That dear son's excellence and sweetness 
of character would recur to his mind in 
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the most viyid manner, and open again the 
wounds which were scarcely healed, though 
so many years had elapsed. There are 
sorrows which, though mitigated, time can 
never wholly subdue, and which circum- 
stances may arise to recall in all their 
poignancy. Perhaps, too, in the present 
case, the hurried and abrupt manner in 
which the tidings were announced, might 
tend to excite and irritate still more the 
feelings of the aged Jacob. 

But though at first he believed not, his 
sons were soon able to convince him that 
what they told him was indeed true. 
They repeated to him all that Joseph had 
said, and showed him the waggons and the 
various provisions he had sent. This dis- 
sipated his doubts ; his spirits revived, 
and he said, *' It is enough ; Joseph, my 
son, is yet alive : I will go and see him 
before I die.'* He seems now to have his 
desire fulfilled ; he will undertake the 
journey, and he feels happy in the pros- 
pect of once more beholding his excellent 
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and his beloved son. Yet, observe the 
manner in which he expresses his happi- 
ness, and his resolution. Much as the 
information of his son's being alive, and 
the prospect of once more beholding him, 
cheered his aged heart, it did not bind 
him to the world, or induce him to look 
forward with satisfaction to lengthened 
years of earthly comfort. No ; he speaks 
not of happy days or years which he hopes 
to spend with his long-lost Joseph ; he 
feels that to him, earth has indeed passed 
away, and that the grave is close at hand. 
He will drink with thankfulness the cup of 
joy, so unexpectedly presented to him; 
but it is his last on earth, and the next 
shall be in the kingdom of his Father and 
his God. My brethren, if we are ever 
oppressed with trouble, by a succession of 
troubles, and the kind providence of God 
removes them, and our minds are relieved, 
yet let us not expect lengthened enjoyment, 
and forget the approaching termination of 
the days of our pilgrimage. While we 
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are thankful for the mercy of the Lord, 
and our souls rejoice in the comforts he 
has afforded us, let us always remember 
that we must soon part with them, that it 
is but for a season only that they are 
granted to us. And these are reflections 
for the young, no less than for the old. 
Death cannot be far from any one among 
us. The thought of death, indeed, though 
the Christian retains it, never renders him 
unhappy, or embitters the delight he may 
take in the blessings which God has given 
him. No, we do not honour God by 
being gloomy and melancholy ; but it is 
our wisdom and our duty so to cherish 
the remembrance of death, that we may 
not tremble when it actually approaches. 
And why, christian brethren, should we 
tremble ? Have we not an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, the 
propitiation for our sins ; and hath he not 
taken away the sting of death ? Worldly 
men may, perhaps, seek to banish the idea 
of death, for it must mar all their enjoy- 
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mentSy as death itself will rob them of all 
they hold dear. But not so those whose 
hopes are beyond the grave, and who have 
an interest in him who hath conquered 
death and the grave : like him, they shall 
rise again, and live for ever m the posses* 
sion of unspeakable blessedness. 
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And Israel took his journey with all that he had, 
and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to 
the God of his father Isaac/' 



We find in thi^ chapter Jacob setting forth 
on his journey. It would seem, however, 
that he did so with some misgivings. When 
fivst he heard Joseph was alive, and saw 
the many preparations which he had so 
affectionately made for his comfort during 
the journey, he had exclaimed with joy, 
'^ It is my son ; I will go and see him be- 
fore I die." But now he had bad time for 
reflection, aind many doubts and difficulties 
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suggested themselves. He was aged and 
infirm ; the grasshopper had begun to be 
a burden, and the inconveniences and fa- 
tigues of a tedious journey presented them* 
selves before his mind. But still more, he 
looked on the probable consequences of his 
removal into Egypt with apprehension. 
He was going to settle, with all that he 
had, in a heathen land* His sons, who 
had already so often grieved him by their 
misconduct, might be infected with the 
idolatry they witnessed, and embitter his 
last days by their apostasy from his God. 
He had been told, too, of the word of pro- 
phecy revealed to Abraham, that his seed 
should suffer affliction in the land of Egypt, 
and he could not but fear that his present 
removal might be the means of their future 
sufferings. These were the patriarch's 
doubts and perplexities. But his conduct 
under them was the conduct of a child of 
God. He sought direction and blessing 
from above : he sought Him who had glid- 
ed him all his life past,, and who through 
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many dangers, and troubles, and faults, had 
been his unchanging support and protec- 
tion. At the first stage of the journey, in 
view of which his heart trembled, he offered 
sacrifices to God, to his own God, and the 
Godof his father Isaac. The place itself was 
Beersheba, a place endeared by many re- 
collections. It was here that both his father 
Isaac and his grandfather Abraham had 
held communion with the Almighty. When 
Isaac had been expelled from the country 
of the Philistines, and was unjustly de- 
prived of the wells of water which he had 
bestowed much labour to obtain, and which 
were necessary for his subsistence, it was 
at Beersheba that the Lord appeared to 
him, and said, " Fear not, for I am with 
thee, and will bless thee, and multiply 
thy seed, for my servant Abraham's 
sake." 

In your own experience, brethren, re- 
member this act of Jacob. If any place has 
been signalized to you by peculiar bless- 
ings, when you again visit it, endeavour 
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to bring to, your miods the mercy which, was 
there, vouchsafed, . and to awaken within 
you that thankfuhiess which is due to him 
who gave it. Recal each circumstance of 
the past, and let each excite you afresh to 
unfeigned faith, and . humble and holy de- 
votedness* . And what servant of God can 
revisit a former habitation, or pass a vil- 
lage or a road that he has known in years 
that are gone by, without being reminded 
of soma gracious Providence, some merci- 
ful dispensation ? Or , if he enter once 
again some house of God from which be 
has longbeen removed, is there not brought 
to bis remembrimce some secret commun- 
ing with God, some prayer trembling- 
ly offered, .some earnest word of admo- 
nition from the lips of the preacher ? Does 
he not remember the sermon which the 
divine Spirit over-ruled for his conversion, 
or, if cast down in deep sorrow, which the 
same blessed influence directed for his 
consolation ? How many of our christian 
privileges do we lose, if we do not culti- 
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vate this habit of recalling, with love and 
gratitude, the mercies we have received. 

At Beersheba, also, Abraham as well as 
Isaac had offered praise and supplications, 
and Jacob would still see there the grove, 
which it. is said that Abraham planted, 
^^ and called there upon the name of the 
everlasting God." Here, therefore, it 
would seem that he was peculiarly encou- 
raged to approach the presence of that 
God, who had already shown mercy, both 
to bis father and his father's father. 

Let us too remark, that Jacob is said 
to have offered, not a sacrifice, but sa- 
crifices. It was not merely his usual or 
stated offering that he here presented ; 
this was one of those great crises in his life 
on which he needed extraordinarv sacri- 
fices. He had received many mercies ; he 
had even n«w received, as it were, his best 
beloved son again from the dead ; he must 
needs offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving. He 
was moreover going on a journey to a dis- 
tant land^. where he could not but fear that 
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many dangers and temptations awaited 
him ; be would offer a sacrifice of prayer, 
that the angel of the covenant might 
vouchsafe his presence; and would not 
leave, no, nor ever forsake him. He would 
pray for pardon no less than for protec- 
tion. He would remember his own sins 
and the sins of his family. While be prais- 
ed and blessed the Lord, who had showed 
him so much loving-kindness and tender 
mercy, he felt how unworthy be was of 
the divine favour, and how much he needed 
forgiveness. For his sons also, there was 
but too dark a reason that he should pray 
for pardon. If he knew what had been 
their conduct towards Joseph, if he knew 
that they had sold him for a slave, that 
their hearts had felt no pity for him, and 
their lives had been full of cruelty and de- 
ception, he might well dread the anger of 
a just God towards them. How earnestly 
then would he seek for the remission of 
their sins, and for diving grace to make 
them real penitents. How fervently, too. 
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should we ourselves pray for pardon and 
mercy, if ever we have known that the pol- 
luting step of sin has reached our own 
hearth. God, in his justice, may visit upon 
all the transgression of one ; and even if it 
be not so, can we endure to see any near 
and dear to us, lying under his frown and 
trembling at his just anger ? O let every 
pue who sits amidst a family torn by sor- 
rows like this, with heartfelt contrition, 
with rivers of penitential tears, with the 
most earnest cries for mercy, intercede 
for the unhappy offender, that God may 
turn away his chastising hand, and bring 
back the wandering sheep to the fold of his 
love. 

There might be also one more motive 
for the patriarch's sacrifices. We may 
believe that he offered a sacrifice, as a 
means he was permitted to use, for inquir- 
ing the divine will. He would ask coun- 
sel of God : he would not go down into 
Egypt without his especial sanction. God 
had forbidden Isaac to go down into Egypt 
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when there was a famine in Canaan, and 
it was perhaps the recollection of this cir- 
cumstance which induced Jacob to consult 
him, particularly as ** tke God of his father 
Isaac/' Though he wished much to see 
Joseph once again, and so many prepara- 
tions were made for his journey, if it were 
in any respect contrary to the divine will, 
he was content to proceed no farther, or 
even to return. The sacred volume fur- 
nishes few more beautiful instances than 
this of resignation to the will of God. He 
sought to know that will, in order that he 
might obey it. Holy and happy is this 
state of mind, it is no easy thing to say, 
" thy will be done }" but yet it is our true 
wisdom,and so also is it our most bounden 
duty. Are we wiser, or aref we better than 
God, that we should prefer to follow our 
own will, or submit to his only with 
reluctance ? • We dare not say this, bre- 
thren, nay, we readily confess that the 
very thought is blasphemy ; but yet how 
unwillingly do our hearts acquiesce I It is 
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not till we have, by many fatal proofs, 
been made to see that bur own will is sin- 
ful in itself and baneful in itsconsequences; 
not until we have discovered by very bit- 
ter experience our pride, = folly, worldly- 
mindedness, and obstinacy; and also the 
wisdom, justice, goodndss and love of God ; 
that we can sincerely and unres(ervedly 
subscribe, " Thy will be done." But 
happy indeed is he who has resigned his 
will to God ; and happy, too, is he who 
habitually looks up to God, and caV say, 
*' Speak, Lord, for thy servant hear^th." 
How must a full acquiescence in thd will* 
of the Lord, a thorough convibtion in the 
mind that everything, howsoever adverse it 
hiay seem to be, or dark or gloomy or pain- 
ful, yet is all good, is the best, and wel- 
come, because it is the will of our heaven- 
ly Father — how must this render a Chris- 
tian resigned and calm, satisfied and 
happy I If we are indeed brought into 
such a temper of soul, we shall enjoy much 
of heaven on earth ; and at the' same time 
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be fitted for that keavenly blessedness 
which maketh glad the city of our God. 
Too often, however, are even the best 
among us painfully conscious that though 
the spirit is willing, the flesh is weak. 
They feel as if to say, " Thy will be done," 
would be to give up their dearest earthly 
blessing, the very desire of their eyes and 
hearts.' It may indeed be truly so ; but 
truly if it be, shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right? Have his mercies ever 
failed ? Has he ever forgotten or for- 
saken the meanest of hii^ servants ? Surely 
no ; trembling Christian, put thy trust in 
him. He who spared not his own Son, 
but freely gave him up for us all, shall he 
not with him also freely give you all 
things ? 

The habit of asking counsel of God in 
all our undertakings, will also have a most 
beneficial efiect upon our minds in another 
respect. It will teach us never to under- 
take anything in which we cannot seek 
for God's blessing. How many idle pro- 
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jects shall we then abandon ; and from 
how many sinful ones shall we be preserv- 
ed ! With how much satisfaction, too, 
shall we look back on those steps in life 
for which we have sought, and may humbly 
hope to have found, the divine approba- 
tion. In those most important steps, re- 
movals of our abode from one place to ano- 
ther, we shall, like Jacob, peculiarly need 
direction from above ; and if we feel back- 
ward and reluctant to pray for it, or if we 
omit to do so, there is reason to suspect 
that our motives are not what they ought 
to be. A something which we feel to be 
not wholly for the glory of God, is influ- 
encing our conduct, and keeping us from 
his throne. And what dare we hope will 
be the consequences of resolutions thus 
formed and thus prosecuted ? If a Chris- 
tian has been willing to settle himself in a 
place without beseeching heavenly guid- 
ance, let him not complain if he finds 
either his temporal or spiritual circum- 
stances without a blessing ; if he find the 
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world full of snares and crosses, and his 
soul destitute of the sweet consolations of 
the gospel, and his path hedged with many 
thorns. 

To proceed with the history : We find 
that God, to whom Jacob had offered his 
sacrifices, and looked for direction, spake 
to him ''in the visions of the night, and said, 
Jacob, Jacob. And he said. Here am I. 
And he said, I am the God of thy father, 
fear not to go down into Egypt, for I will 
there make of thee a great nation. I will 
go down with thee, and I will also surely 
bring thee up again : and Joseph* shall put 
his hand upon thine eyes." 

God was not long before he answered 
the prayer of his servant, and showed that 
he accepted his sacrifices. In the visions 
of the night, perhaps the very night after 
his solemn acts of worship, God manifested 
himself to him. Let us notice with some 
attention the words addressed to him. 

God speaks to him by name, '' Jacob, 
Jacob.'' It was as if the Most High would 
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intimate how well he was acquainted with 
both his person and his circumstances. In 
like manner let it be remembered, that 
God knoweth all men by their name, 
though there be so many millions upon 
earth. He is the omniscient God. There 
can be no greater source of consolation to 
every real Christian. O think, if you are 
cast down, if you are oppressed, if suffer- 
ing from conflict against sin, that all this 
is known to God : he knoweth your very 
name. The poorest and humblest Chris- 
tian is known by name to God. The good 
shepherd knoweth his sheep, and calleth 
them all by their names. But on the other 
hand, too, it is no less true, that God 
knoweth sinners also. Let none attempt 
to persuade themselves that they may sin 
with impunity, under the idea of being 
unknown or unperceivfed among the 
thousands of transgressors. No ; he who 
is omniscient beholds you, and he knows 
you by name; and, alas! your name is 
written in that fearful volume which lies 
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before his throne, and with it the dark 
catalogue of your sins. Hear the language 
of the psalmist : ^' Whither shall I go then 
from thy Spirit, or whither shall I go then 
from thy presence ? If I climb up into 
heaven, thou art there ; if I go down to 
hell, thou art there also. If I take the 
wings of the morning, and remain in the 
uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall 
thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
hold roe. If I say, peradventure the dark- 
ness shall cover me ; then shall my night 
be turned into day/' 

The reply of Jacob denotes his readi- 
ness to hear and obey, whatever might be 
the divine command. As if he would 
have said, *' Here am I, O Lord, awaiting 
thy command, and thankful for thy good- 
ness in being thus present to my petition." 
This posture of holy submission becomes 
those who call upon God, and expect his 
answer. When he speaks, let him be heard 
with fear and joy, and with a heart dispos- 
ed to grateful and prompt obedience. We 
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shall not indeed, like Jacob, hear with our 
outward ears the voice from heaven, yet 
if we seek him in his bouse and at bis 
altar, and in his providential dispensa^ 
tions, we shall find him speaking to our 
hearts so clearly, so plainly, that we can- 
not but understand. And O ! may he give 
us grace, when he shall say by our last 
sickness, " Lo, I come,** to reply in hum- 
ble and reverential and filial confidence, 
" Here am I, even so, come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly." 

The Almighty proceeds to address his 
waiting servant — " I am God, the God of 
thy father/' These were words of conso- 
lation and encouragement. Jacob knew 
that his father had truly loved and wor- 
shipped God, and he knew also the gra- 
cious promises that Isaac had received. 
He could not but feel, that, as the child of 
Isaac, he might hope to be beloved by 
Isaac's God. The promise that the bless- 
ing of the fathers shall descend upon the 
children, has been known and fulfilled in 
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every age. We read in the 102nd Psalm, 
*' The children of thy servants shall con- 
tinue^ and their seed shall be established 
before thee." May we not hope, that 
they who are so dear to God's people, are 
also dear to him ? There may indeed be 
cases where a pious parent has had, as 
David had, to mourn over an ungodly 
child. But, in general, we find children 
treading in the steps of their pious parents; 
and even if they should for a time wander 
from the right path, yet returning again. 
If it were not so, the divine protnises to 
prayer would fail. For can we suppose 
that the many prayers a christian parent 
offers, and the many tears he sheds, are 
neither heard nor seen by him, whose word 
declares that the prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much ; and who hath him- 
self said, " Ask, and it shall be given ?" 

If, too, the blessing from above is to him 
that is godly, and to his seed after him, 
does it not follow that every parent who 
desires that his children should walk in 
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the heavenly and happy path, should him- 
self precede them ?• Add who that truly 
loves his child will not feel this motive, 
powerful and constraining ? Think how 
deeply the welfare of those you best love 
is involved in your conduct. Happy in- 
deed is that person who has the Lord for 
his God, and whose father also had the 
Lord for his God. He seems to have a 
twofold blessing ; not only a blessing, be- 
cause he is himself a servant of the Most 
High, but also because he inherits his 
father's blessing, the blessing of all the 
seed of the righteous, and be has descend- 
ing upon him that rich abundance which 
his parents' prayers, offered through many 
a year in the name of Christ, have obtain- 
ed from a merciful God for him. Parents, 
think of this, and when your bodies shall 
lie sleeping in the grave, and your souls, 
1 trust, shall be in the presence of your 
Redeemer, may your children be able to 
look to God with increased confidence, 
even as a person would look to any one. 
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who was not only his own friend, but also 
his father's friend, and exclaim, '^ It is the 
Lord ; we will bless him and trust him ; 
he is our God and our father's God/* 

When God had revealed himself to the 
patriarch by this endearing appellation, 
" the God of thy father," he condescended 
to reply to the doubts and fears of his 
waiting servant. Jacob was graciously 
encouraged, and his desire granted. " Fear 
not to go down into Egypt ; I will go down 
with thee into Egypt.*' Moreover, Jacob 
had also a renewal of the promise which 
had been before vouchsafed : he was as- 
sured that in Egypt his seed should be 
multiplied, and should become a great na- 
tion, and that nevertheless their possession 
of the land of Canaan should be secured. 
*' Thou shah be buried in Canaan, and thy 
seed shall inherit it." Then, too, the Lord 
added these words : ^' And Joseph shall 
put bis hand upon thine eyes." If any 
doubt had arisen in Jacob's mind respect- 
ing Joseph's being indeed alive, it was now 
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satisfied. Whoever in humility and godly 
sincerity seeks God in prayer, through the 
great sacrifice of Christ, shall surely re- 
ceive a full and gracious answer to all his 
petitions. 

And now did Jacob, with a lightened 
and rejoicing heart, again set forward on 
his journey. When he had arrived at 
Goshen, he sent Judah before him to give 
Joseph notice of his arrival ; and Joseph 
immediately has his chariot made ready, 
and proceeds to meet and welcome his 
father. The duties of his station did not 
allow him to travel into Canaan, but now 
that Jacob had come so near,* he hastens 
to bestow on him every possible testimony 
of respect and affection. His rank and 
splendour never for a moment effaced the 
remembrance of what he owed to his fa- 
ther. No elevation can exempt a child 
from his filial duty to the humblest parent. 

And now we see the venerable Jacob, 
whose heart had been well nigh broken at 
the supposed death of his beloved son ; 
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and the dutiful Joseph, who had suffered so 
much, through having been torn away from 
the roof of his affectionate parent, each be- 
holding the other at a distance. What a 
moment was this ! But Joseph draws 
near. No words seem to have been ut- 
tered : but he falls upon his father's neck, 
and embraces and tears speak more forci- 
bly than any language. " Joseph," we are 
told, " wept upon his neck a good while.** 
At length Jacob exclaims, " Now let me 
die, since I have seen thy face, because 
thou art yet alive.** All he wished was 
now accomplished, and he had no more to 
do in this world except to die. His heart's 
desire was fulfilled; he was ready and 
willing to depart. 

My brethren, if the meeting with a be- 
loved object on earth be so full of joy, what 
musl be the meeting of kindred spirits in 
a happy eternity ? With how glorious a 
welcome will they whose souls now dwell 
with God, receive those whom they loved 
on earth to the kingdom of glory ! No 
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tears, no sorrows, no infirmities^ no frail- 
ties will throw a cloud ; nor shall we say 
with Jacob, " Now let me die, because I 
have seen thy face," but we shall rejoice 
to think that we shall die no more, and 
that that beloved countebattce shall beam 
on us for ever. You, that are indeed the 
children of God, look forward with joy to 
the period when you shall see your chris- 
tian friends, who have departed in Christ, 
standing on heaven's threshold, welcoming 
you to glory ; or who perhaps may be 
standing round your dying bed, ready to 
direct and accompany your emancipated 
soul to the presence of the Redeemer. 

But while we think thus of our pious 
relatives and friends, is there not one, 
even yet nearer and dearer than these — 
one, who is both a father, and a brother, 
and a friend, whom the christian shall see 
face to face, even Christ our Saviour? 
And will not this be a happy meeting ? 
Then will the holy soul behold him by 
whom he is infinitely loved, and to whom 
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he owes his all, both in earth and id hea- 
ven. Let christians think of this, and 
meditate much upon the character of their 
Lord, that their hearts, under his Spirit's 
influence, may be completely filled with 
his constraining love, and blessed anticipa- 
tions of his presence. 
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And Joseph said unto his brethren and unto his 
father's house, I will go up and show Pharaoh, and 
day unto him. My brethren and my father's house, 
which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto 



me*'' 



After Jacob and his family had come 
into Egypt, we have recorded the kind 
and prudent care of Joseph to procure 
them a suitable settlement. Notwithstand- 
ing the assurances they had received that 
they should be amply provided for, it 
seems that they had brought with them 
their flocks and their herds, that they 
might not be entirely dependent upon Pha- 
raoh. They were unwilling to be a burden 
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either upon him or upon Joseph any fur- 
ther than was absolutely necessary. But 
Joseph was anxious to testify his gratitude 
for the kind intentions of Pharaoh, and 
wished also that their first act should be 
to pay that respect which was due to his 
sovereign. Though raised so high, both 
as a minister and a favourite, he never 
forgot his own duty as a subject ; Aiost 
scrupulously and conscientiously he ren- 
dered honour to whom honour was due. 
The maintenance of due subordination 
among men of different ranks and condi- 
tions, is one of the great duties enforced in 
the scriptures. We there find holy men, 
both by precept and example, paying all 
due respect to their superiors. Thus we 
find the apostle Paul saying in one place, 
'^ Submit yourselves to the powers that 
be ;" in another, " Servants, be obedient 
to your masters." And again also, having 
spoken sharply to the high-priest, when 
aware of his error, he said, " I wist not, 
brethren, that he was the high-priest : for 
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it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of 
the ruler of thy people." He was careful 
to give to those in eminent stations the 
honourable titles which were due to them. 
In addressing the Roman governoi: Fes- 
tus, he calls him " Most noble Festus." 
Another apostle bids us to '' honour the 
king." In the epistle to the Romans^ St. 
Paul lays down express precepts on the 
subject, (chap. xiii. 7 :) " Render, there- 
fore, to all their dues : tribute to whom 
tribute is due ; custom to whom custom ; 
fear to whom fear ; honour to whom ho- 
nour." Christianity is a religion of peace 
and of order, and all its injunctions tend to 
preserve them; and thus it is that the 
apostle commands Christians to render 
fear and reverence and honour to those to 
whom they are due, whether on account of 
their authority or rank, or any other civil 
distinction. True religion can never re- 
quire a stiff or rude singularity in refusing 
customary titles, or expressions of respect, 
* to superiors ; much less can it allow that 
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petulance and sconility with which it 
would seem that many delight to vilify the 
characters and conduct of their rulers and 
of those in high stations. The apostle 
Peter speaks with great warmth and seve- 
rity of the turbulent and factious spirits 
who acted thus in his own days ; and both 
the picture and the condemnation will 
apply to those of all other times. He says, 
^* The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations, and to reserve the 
unjust unto the day of punishment : but 
chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the 
lust of uncleanness, and despise govern- 
ment. Presumptuous are they, self-willed, 
they are not afraid to speak evil of digni- 
ties. Whereas angels, which are greater 
in power and might, bring not railing ac- 
cusation against them before the Lord. 
But these, as natural brute beasts, made 
to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of 
the things that they understand not, and 
shall utterly perish in their own corrup- 
tion." Can we imagine anything more 
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opposite than this to the love and meekness 
and gentleness which shone in our Lord 
himself, and which are no less the charac- 
ter of all his genuine disciples ? ** Blessed 
are the meek," are the words of our 
divine Saviour, and a most important part 
of meekness is to submit ourselves in the 
fear of God and for conscience' sake, to 
every ordinance of man which is not con- 
trary to his word. And besides mere sub- 
mission, too, a true Christian will endea- 
vour to turn away his eyes from the fail- 
ings of his superiors ; and if he cannot but 
see evil in them, which it is not possible 
that he should remedy, he will wield a 
more powerful weapon than clamour and 
contention, for he will pray to that God 
who ruleth over heaven and earth, and' 
who has the hearts of the sons of men in 
his hand, and can turn them as seemeth 
him good. 

But while we thus notice the respectful 
propriety with which Joseph conducted 
himself towards his sovereign and bene* 
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factor, we must likewise admire yet more 
the solicitude with which he endeavours to 
preserve his Other's family from the con- 
tagion of a heathen court and 'heathen 
land. It was his duty to present them to 
Pharaoh as an act of grateful homage, but 
at the same time he directed them, when 
the. probable inquiries should be made as 
to their manner of living, to declare that 
theirs was an occupation on many accounts 
distasteful to the Egyptians. They were 
to say that they were shepherds, which, in 
the words of the sacred historian, *^ was 
an abomination to the Egyptians." Jo- 
seph, by his interest and influence^ could 
easily have obtained for all of them situa- 
tions in the government which would have 
'secured for them rank and affluence. But 
no : he remembered the especial promises 
of God, that the land of Canaan should be 
their inheritance, and be would bind them 
by no unnecessary ties to Egypt. They 
were to be but sojourners in Egypt ; Ca- 
naan was still to be their home, and its 
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remembrance must not be effaced by the 
glitter of worldly prosperity. He knew 
that temporal honours might be purchased 
too dearly, perhaps by the loss of their 
everlasting happiness. He feared lest > his 
brethren should be corrupted from the 
worship of the true God, and induced to 
bow down to the idols of the Egyptians. 
And this indeed, notwithstanding all his 
precautions, he was unable wholly to pre- 
vent; for though the knowledge of the 
true God was never lost among them as a 
nation, yet their history for many subse- 
quent ages shows but too evidently, how 
strong a hold the superstitions of Egypt 
had obtained over their erring imagina- 
tions and hearts. The intentions of Jo- 
seph, however, were excellent, and his plan 
piously and judiciously devised. When 
once the Egyptians were acquainted with 
the employment of Jacob's family, it was 
to be expectedthat they would avoid them ; 
and that as little intercourse as possible 
would be carried on between the two par- 

l2 



220 SERMON XI. 

ties : thus there would be a greater pro- 
bability of the family of Jacob continuing 
a distinct people, uncontaminated by ido- 
latry, and continuing in the service of the 
God of Abraham and Isaac. 

Let this part of Joseph's history teach 
us that it is an important duty to be wil- 
ling to be held as " an abomination " by 
an ungodly world, rather than, by obtaining 
its honours, its offices, or its wealth, to 
hazard our spiritual peace and our eternal 
welfare. While the world continues to be 
ungodly, the children of God must be a 
separate people; and unless our duty 
leads us necessarily among irreligious 
people, we have no reason to suppose that 
we shall depart from their society un- 
injured. Seductions to evil are many and 
various ; and we need be equally on our 
guard, lest we be moved from our sted- 
fastness by false or specious arguments, 
or lest we be turned from the heavenly 
road through fear of frowns and contempt. 
But WjB do well to remember, that what- 
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ever be the weapon employed, the power 
or the favour of the enemies of God can 
be but of short duration* If Moses had 
refused to suffer affliction with the people 
of God, and had chosen to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter, the pleasures 
of sin would have been but " for a season/' 
He was wise, as well as holy, in esteeming 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures of Egypt. The one could be 
but delusive and transitory, the fruit of the 

other was eternal life, and an inheritance 
in glory. My beloved brethren, whether 

we regard this world, or that which is to 
come, there is but one thing abiding and 
satisfactory, — one thing needful. Let then 
all bow to this ; to this let us cleave, and 
not depart from it, whether we be assailed 
by scorn or by favour, by threats or. 
bribes. And we need not doubt, however 
despised may be the humble Christian who 
resigns everything that is great and ho- 
nourable in the eyes of the world, that he 
has more peace and enjoyment even in 
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this life, than those who regard him with 
contempt. Better far to be a contemned 
shepherd in Goshen, walking in the fear of 
God, than a noble in the court of Pharaoh, 
tempted to make sinful compliances, and 
hazarding peace, conscience, and hea- 
ven. Well did David say, " I bad 
rather be a door-keeper in the house of my 
God, than dwell in the tents of the un- 
godly." But it may perhaps be said, " If 
such were the dangers of the Egyptian 
court, why did not Joseph, who so well 
knew them, himself remain a shepherd ?" 
!■ would answer, that the plainest provi- 
dence of God placed him at Pharaoh's 
court, and his continuance there was ne- 
cessary fbr the welfare of the whole king* 
dom ; he was therefore in the path of bis 
, duty, and in that, he was entitled to'expect 
the protectibtt and direction of God. God 
will always direct and assist those who, 
amidst the difficulties and temptations 
into which his providence has suffered 
them to be cast, seek his aid. We must, 
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indeed, be careful that it is really his Pro- 
vidence, and: not our own wilfulness, which 
has led us into such situations^ otherwise, 
the trouble we may suffer ought only to be 
considered as the: punishment of our. faults, 
and we have: no just reason to hope that 
God will interfere to.ppotect us. We should 
be careful what, society we select, what 
pi aces. in' which to reside, what alliances we 
form, what professions we embrace ; if mas- 
ters, wiat servants we receive ; if servants, 
what families we enter. In all these things 
we should be guided by no other motive 
than that which comports with the present 
and eternal welfare of our souls. We.must 
acknowledge God in.allour ways, .and then 
he will direct our paths. 

Joseph having informed Pharaoh of his 
father's and brethren's arrival, and having 
introduced some of them to him, Pharaoh 
immediately confirmed his former libera- 
lity, and gave them permission to dwell in 
any part of the land ofi Egypt which they 
might prefer. " In the best of the land 
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make thy father and thy brethren to dwell ; 
in the land of Goshen let them dwell/' are 
his words to Joseph ; and thereby he ful- 
filled Joseph's especial desire. 

When Joseph presented his father to 
Pharaoh, we are told that the venerable 
patriarch blessed the monarch ; he blessed 
him when he entered his presence, and 
when he departed. This was both a mark 
of respect from Jacob, and a prayer for the 
temporal and eternal happiness of that 
prince. And we may consider that he, who 
was blessed with such a blessing, was 
indeed blessed, for Jacob was God's anoint- 
ed, and the head of Christ's church on 
earth. He was a man who had power to 
prevail with God. We may hope, nay, 
we may believe, that God heard Jacob's 
prayer for the king of Egypt, and that he 
is now in heaven, one among the many 
proofs that the prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. 

Jacob had no earthly gift to bestow upon 
Pharaoh as a testimony of his gratitude ; 
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but he gave him what was of more value, 
his fervent prayers to the omnipotent God. 
And this is a gift which the poorest Chris- 
tian among us is able to bestow: and 
what is the value of such a gift, will be 
fully known in the day when the mysteries 
of Providence and of grace shall be reveal- 
ed. How much, then, is it our duty to 
pray for all men, but especially for those 
who have endeared themselves to us by 
their benevolence. The prayer of a ser- 
vant of God may draw down heavenly 
blessings upon the head of the highest and 
the wealthiest in the land ; and shall he 
not, then, joyfully oflfer it for his friend and 
benefactor, who has been the means of 
rendering his earthly pilgrimage more 
pleasant ? 

Pharaoh asked Jacob his age : '^ How 
old art thou ?" Jacob was at an advanced 
age, and it is probable that trouble, labour, 
and sorrow, made him appear older than 
he was. The disobedience and misconduct 
of children are a heavy affliction, and add 
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many a furrow to a parentis brow. In 
answer to Pharaoh's qoeation^ Jacob re* 
plied^ '^ The days of the years of my pil- 
grim^e are an hundred and thirty years." 
An hundred and thirty years appears a 
great age. We consider a man who has 
reached fourscore to be very old ; and if a 
person has lived a hundred years> we think 
that he has very far exceeded the usual 
limits of human life. But Jacob speaks 
of his hundred and thirty years, being but 
few. He says, '^ Few and evil have the 
days of the years of my life been, and hai^e 
not attained to the days of the years of the 
life of my £aitbers in the days of their pil* 
grimage." Th^i if Jacob called the day« 
of the years of his life few, what shall be 
said of the present life of man ? It is in- 
deed like a vapour ; and man is like the 
grass that cometh up, aiid as a flower of 
the field which is cut down and soon pass-* 
eth away. Why, therefore, do so many of 
us feel as much anxiety about this world 
as though we were to continue in it for 
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ever? Why do so many hoard up their 
wealth fbr years which will never come ? 
Why do men devise schemes which they 
will never see accomplished? Alas! many 
are as much engrossed in the business or 
pleasures of this world, as if they were as- 
sured that the time of their departure into 
eternity- was inconceivably distant. How 
much rather ^ould we>. like Jacob, regard 
life as a span, as a short and> troubled 
journey ; and- how far should we be from 
attempting to take our rest on a road over 
which we are so quickly passiiig,and afc the 
end of which we must so soon arrive ! Far 
better is it to enjoy with a thankful heart 
our daily mercies, and have our eyes, and 
our affections fixed upon the heavenly 
Jerusalem^ whose builder and whose rnaker 
is God: far better, to make provision foif 
the soul which can. never die, than for the 
body which may perhaps lose the fruit of 
all our pains, and, at best, must soon re- 
turn to dust 

But if it be folly and> infatuation to 
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labour for time and to forget eternity, 
what shall be said of those, — and the world 
shows many even of such persons, — of 
those who make their gain of the things of 
eternity, and sell them for vanities of time ? 
Those who make religion a stalking-horse, 
and who profess themselves to be the peo- 
ple of God, and who present themselves 
at his ordinances and in his sanctuary, only 
for the sake of maintaining their reputation 
among men, and procuring the mammon of 
unrighteousness? It is most true, that 
secular advantages may often be obtained 
by the appearance of religion, for it com- 
mands a tribute of respect though an , un- 
willing one, notwithstanding that it is hated 
by the world. But think you that God 
will be thus mocked ? Does he not see 
'through the flimsy disguise with which you 
impose on others, and perhaps also in some 
measure upon yourselves ? How will you 
meet him at his bar on the last great day ? 
Will it not be said to you, and said most 
truly, that you despised the means of grace 



SERMON XI. 229 

which were appointed for your eternal 
happiness; nay, that you even valued a 
morsel of bread more than the salvation of 
your soul ? Even in the midst of spiritual 
blessings you sought only the bread that 
perisheth ; perhaps you gained it, but now 
that the world hath passed away, it avails 
you nothing. You must hunger and thirst 
for ever. No earthly possession has fol- 
lowed you beyond the grave, and you have 
not that bread of life or that living water 
which alone can satisfy your immortal 
spirit. Brethren, notwithstanding our ut- 
most efforts to grasp all the world can give, 
when at last we find that our days are 
numbered, we shall be able to say no more 
than the patriarch Jacob, " Few and evil 
have been the days of the years of ray pil- 
grimage." This is the universal testimony 
of every child of Adam. But what then 
remains? Were we indeed created in 
vain, — created only to pass our lives in a 
vain shadow, and then return to our dust ? 
Blessed be God, we hav^ better hopes. 
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This world is but the portal of a blessed 
immortali^. There no evil* shall enter, 
and our happy days shall have no end ? 
And why is this ? Because God so loved 
the world that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. 
Christ, our Saviour; took upon himself 
our nature, though without sin, that he 
might suffer for us, and endure reproach^ 
and buffetting and spitting and scourging^ 
and the death upon the cross, and the heavy 
wrath of God. He died to purchase heaven 
for us; he died that we might live for even 
But if these things be indeed so, is it 
possible that any can hear the words of life 
and be careless about so great salvation ? 
God the Father, God the. Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, who now wait to give 
you a new heart, and a right spirit; all 
invite you* to come ; will you turn from 
God, and follow the inclinations of youT 
own sinful nature ? will you rejectrthe Sa- 
viour who loved you, and gave himself for 
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you ? No, you cannot. Your rocky heart 
must melt, the tears of repentance must 
flow ; you must say, in the language of the 
returning prodigal, I will arise and go to 
my father, and say unto him. Father, I 
have sinned before thee. O I let it be in- 
deed thus with every one that now heareth 
of hope and mercy, and let not the feeling 
be transient and pass away ; but beseech 
God that he may give you his holy Spirit, 
that you may this day begin to live, not 
for this world, but for another and a better. 
You have not found a sinful course to be 
a happy one, nor earthly pleasures worth 
the paitiB of the pursuit. Fix, then, your 
he^rtls and your eyes on heaven ; pray for 
pardon of past years of siti and careless- 
ness ; pray that all which is* written against 
you in the fearful book of God, may, 
through a Saviour's merits, be blotted 
out ; plead his atonement, be fervent, be 
humble, be penitent, be persevering, and 
you will never regret the days yon spend 
in the service of God, nor say that you 
have hoped in him in vain. 
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'' And there was no bread in all the land ; for the fa- 
mine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and 
all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the 
famine/' 

In considering, last Sunday, Jacob *s an* 
swer to Pharaoh, I endeavoured to direct 
your minds to reflections on the shortness 
of life. But Jacob spake of his days hav- 
ing not only been " few,'' but also " evil." 
He spake truly ; his days had been much 
afflicted. We have seen the heavy trials 
he endured on account of the jealousies 
and deception of his sons. We remember, 
too, that he was in early life obliged to 
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leave his father's roof, that he might not 
be a victim to his brother Esau's revenge ; 
and that he was ill-treated and deceived by 
his uncle Laban. We cannot doubt that he 
also endured many other sufferings which 
are not related ; besides contending against 
those spiritual, enemies which every holy 
man has to encounter, and to overcome 
which, requires much self-denial, much 
striving, much prayer. 

My Christian brethren, we too have 
reason to speak of this life as being a sea- 
son of trouble ; and perhaps we may be 
thinking that our own lives have been 
more embittered by suffering, than is ge- 
nerally the case with the children of God. 
Some of you may have been severely tried ; 
your ti^oubles may have been many and 
heavy. When you take a retrospect of past 
years^ you see disappointments and losses, 
pains and sickness : from men, ingratitude 
and a return of evil for good ; dear and near 
friends and relatives taken from you, whom 
you expected would in the decline of life 
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prove a comfort to you. Or your life has 
been a contest against inbred sin^ against 
an evil heart of unbelief ; and under an 
apprehension of your soul's loss, your 
spirits have frequently, been much depress- 
ed* Or while you have yourselves, by 
faith in Christi had a good hope»,that when 
flesh and heart should fail, the Lord would 
become your support^ and convey you safe- 
ly through the valley of the shadow of 
death ; your consolations have suffered 
interruption through the irreligion.of some 
who are much endeared to you by the most 
tender ties. Possibly at this very moment 
you may be in affliction. My Christian 
brethren, — for I now address those whose 
heart*s desire, and whose constant effort is 
to live to the glory of God, — if your days 
have been evil, if your life has been che- 
quered, aye, more than chequered with 
trouble, if your pillow has been often, wet 
with tears, and your heart oppressed, 
think that your lot is not solitary. Such 
was the lot of holy Jacob, for his day-s had 
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been evil. But now are his sorrows ended : 
many ages has be now^ in the presence of 
his^RedeeIner, enjoyed continual happiness 
unalloyed and unspeakable ; and he now 
sees the wisdom of those dispensations^ 
once so seettiingly severe, with \yhieh he 
was tried when on his earthly pilgrimage. 

But there may be some persons present, 
who, though not children of God, declare 
their days to have been evil. Worldly 
people have their troubles, and sometimes 
are heavily afflicted. Your case, brethren, 
is more distressing than that of Christians; 
Your troubles have been as many and as 
great as theirs, but you have not had their 
alleviations. Even in this vale of tears the 
Christian's heart has experienced many a 
pleasant hour. His path may have been 
rough and thorny, but it has been cheered 
by many a beam from the Sun of righte- 
ousness. In the midst of sorrow he has 
found that the consolations of God are not 
small. And when' he looked forward, he 
was assured that a morning would soon 
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dawn, when the sun should arise never 
more to set, never more to be obscured by 
clouds or tempest : to him an eternal day 
of glorious brightness should come, and in 
a few short years, at most, everlasting 
blessedness be his portion. But the evil 
days of the unrenewed in heart are un- 
mingled with good. The presence of the 
Lord is not with them, neither doth his rod 
or his staff comfort them ; but the sin of 
their own hearts adds bitterness to their 
cup. And if they look forward to the time 
when the evil days on earth shall termi- 
nate, it does but show them eternal evil, 
greater sorrow, heavier affliction. Bre- 
thren, think of these things; turn unto 
God ; lose not both this world and the 
world to come. 

Jacob compared life to a pilgrimage, to 
the sojourning of a stranger in a foreign 
country, or his return from a foreign coun- 
try to his paternal home ; by which he in- 
timated that he was not at home upon 
earth, but that his habitation, his inherit- 
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ance, his treasures were in heaven, whi- 
ther he was daily journeying in the bent 
and desires of his heart and the tenor of 
his conduct. The more our minds are 
impressed with the paramount importance 
and supreme excellence of the heavenly 
inheritance which Christ has purchased for 
bis. disciples by his precious blood, and 
the more he becomes endeared to us, the 
more shall we regard life, even at the best, 
as a pilgrimage. And if indeed we thus 
viewed it, we should enjoy life more, and 
be less sensible with respect to its anxieties 
and sorrows ; for the idea that we are on 
a journey, travelling to our father's hpuse, 
would render the inconveniences of the 
way of smaller moment. Let but our chief 
effort be to have God for our Father, and 
heaven for our home, and then we shall be 
but little careful as to what may befal us 
here below, where we are but pilgrims in 
a strange land. 

In the whole of his answer to Pharaoh, 
Jacob, we cannot doubt, desired to make 
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an instructive and salutaiy impression on 
the monarch's mind. And. such an answer 
from so venerable a person could scarcely 
be without its effect. It must needs have 
reminded him that all human prosperity 
and felicity are insufficient and of short c(mi- 
tinuance ; that after a transient life of va- 
nity and vexation, man goes down into the 
grave from the throne as well as from the 
cotts^e ; and that nothing can make him 
happy but the prospect of an everlasting 
home in heaven, after the close of his short 
but weary pilgrimage on earth. 

The example of Jacob is one that should 
never be forgotten by any servant of God. 
Our intercourse with all should be useiul, 
having in view the glory of our Lord and 
Saviour. A word spoken in season, says 
the wise man, how good is it ; it is like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver. An 
opportunity was here afforded to Jacob, 
and he did not suffer it to escape. And 
Christians must do likewise, and in a judi- 
cious and prayerful manner, in the temper 
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and spirit of Christ, endeavour to intro- 
duce some observation which is likely to 
be beneficial to the hearer, and which the 
conversation, or other circumstances, may 
render not inopportune^ This is our boun- 
den duty ; and if w'e perform it with sim- 
plicity and sincerity, and if our character 
is respected, if our life accords with our 
religious profession, we know. not but that 
we may be the means of exciting, a train 
of thought which God's Holy Spirit may 
over-rule to result in the serious inquiry 
of, " What must I do to be saved ?" 

According to the direction of Pharaoh, 
and in conformity with his own wishes for 
their comfort, Joseph settled his father and 
brethren and their families "in the best 
of the land," in the land of Goshen, and 
provided them, as we read, with bread 
according to their families. Though Joseph 
was so exalted as to rank above every 
subject in the land of Egypt, second only 
to Phdraoh himself, he was not ashamed 
to own his brethren, and to make provision 
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for them, though from their occupation 
they were an abomination to the Egyp- 
tians. Persons who have become elevated 
in the scale of society have often a false 
shame respecting their humble relatives. 
They seem to think it a disgrace to be 
allied to such persons, and are disposed to 
neglect or disown them. Nothing can be 
more absurd, or a more evident mark of 
pride and of excessive weakness of charac- 
ter. The duties of a high and responsible 
station may demand much of a person's 
time and attention, but they cannot exone- 
rate him from the debt of affection and at- 
tention which he owes to his kindred ; and 
much less from the duty of relieving their 
necessities, if they stand in need of his 
assistance. . It is lamentable to see, as is 
sometimes the case, one branch of a family 
living in abundance, and allowing a near 
relative to drag through life with scarcely 
a bare subsistence. Where this takes 
place, a profession of religion, to say the 
least, is but suspicious : ^' He that loveth 
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not his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can he love God whom he hath not seen ?" 
All such conduct is in opposition both to 
the promises and the precepts of scrip* 
ture. Nay, we may even say, that it is 
one of the worst exemplifications of co- 
vetousness; the vice so odious to God, 
that he declares it to be of guilt equal to 
idolatry, or a total renunciation of his 
worship. Would that we could persuade 
the covetous man how true is that saying 
of the wise king of Israel : " There is that 
scattereth and yet increaseth ; there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, but it 
tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall 
be made fat, and he that watereth shall be 
watered ulso himself." These words we 
may thus paraphrase : a man may grow 
rich by prudently spending what he al- 
ready possesses. He may "scatter" in 
works of piety, charity, and generosity, 
and yet may increase ; nay, he may be in- 
creased by that means as the corn is in- 
creased by being sown. By cheerfully 
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using what we have, our spirits are exhi- 
larated, and thus we are fitted for the af* 
fairs in which we are concerned ; and by 
carefully attending to this, our property 
improves, and we gain a reputation which 
is beneficial with regard to our trade or 
profession. Besides this, too, the bless- 
ing of God attends a liberal hand, accord- 
ing to the apostle's injunction. Give, and it 
shall be given unto you. On the con- 
trary, also, a man may become poor by 
withholding more than is meet, by not 
paying his just debts, not relieving the 
poor, not providing what is sufficient for 
his family, not allowing necessary expenses 
for the preservation of his property : this 
tends to poverty : it cramps ingenuity and 
industry, weakens men's interest, destroys 
their credit, and forfeits the blessing of 
God. And however parsimonious any one 
may be, unless the blessing of God de- 
scends upon his endeavours, he will either 
be reduced to poverty, or be as miserable 
as those who are in the meanest circum- 
stances. . 
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The famine had now lasted for several 
years, and began to be much more severely 
felt than at first. Few private individuals 
had made any provision against the cala- 
mity when it was predicted ; or if they 
had, it had been insufficient^ and was now 

exhausted. We read, that there was no 

• 

bread in all the land. Moreover, the 
Egyptians had now expended all their 
money for the corn which they had pur- 
chased from Joseph. In their distress 
they came to Joseph, and said, " Give us 
bread, for why should we die in thy pre- 
sence ? for the money faileth." Joseph 
replied, " Give your cattle, and I will give 
you for your cattle if money fail.'' They 
thankfully acceded to these terms, and thus 
were their wants supplied for another 
year. When that year was ended, in their 
affliction they came again, and most pa- 
thetically said, " We will not hide it from 
my lord, how that our money is spent ; 
my lord hath also our herds of cattle ; 
there is not ought left in the sight of my 
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lord but our bodies and our lands : where- 
fore shall we die before thine eyes, both 
we and our land ? Buy us and our land 
for bread, and we and our land will be 
servants unto Pharaoh, and give us seed, 
that we mav live and not die, that the land 
be not desolate/' .To this also Joseph 
acquiesced. 

It may here be necessary to make a 
passing remark upon his conduct in this 
emergency. He must not be considered 
to have acted either in an exacting or ty- 
rannical manner. We must remember, 
that the famine was dreadful, probably 
unprecedented both in severity and dura- 
tion. It was upon a careful and judicious 
management, that the existence of the 
people of the whole land of Egypt, and 
also of the adjacent countries, depended. 
Under such extraordinary circumstanced, 
extraordinary means were necessary. If 
Joseph had made the obtaining of com all 
easy matter, thoughtless and extravagant 
persons, of whom there are great numbers 
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in every country, would not have practised 
the economy which was indispensable ; 
whereas, when they found that bread must 
be purchased at the expense not only 
of their money, but of their cattle, lands, 
and liberty, they could not but feel the 
necessity of being extremely frugal. But 
when they had consented to become bonds- 
men to Pharaoh, we do not find that Jo- 
seph treated them with the least severity, 
or exacted from them any painful service. 
We read, that he " removed them into cities, 
from one end of the borders of Egypt even 
unto the other end thereof/* The reason 
why he did this, is not stated ; but there 
seems to have been no hardship in the case, 
for we do not hear of the slightest remon- 
strance on the part of the people. It is pro- 
bable that his object was to preserve order 
the more easily, and to have greater facility 
in distributing the food. Had the people 
been scattered, and at a distance from the 
cities in which the corn was stored up, 
greater labour and expense would have 
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been incurred. The final arrangement 
made by Joseph was both merciful and 
just. He allowed them to retain their 
landSy and furnished them with seed upon 
condition that they should pay the fifth 
part as a tax for the support of the go- 
vernment and the general benefit of the 
nation. He did not in any way turn the 
general distress to his own private advan- 
tage, but was a faithful and wise steward, 
both to the monarch whom he served, 
and to the people who were under his 
government. We cannot have better 
evidence of the excellence of his admi- 
nistration, than the general approbation 
it met with from the people themselves. 
Instead of rising in rebellion, or breaking 
open the granaries and seizing upon the com 
for themselves, which would most proba- 
bly have been the case, if they had been 
treated with injustice while starvation was 
staring them in the face, they submitted to 
his regulations not only with patience, but 
with.the utmost thankfulness. Thev said, 
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^' Thou hast saved our lives, let us find 
grace in thy sight, and we will be Pha- 
raoh's servants/* They saw that he was 
not acting from any interested motives, 
hut was, in the true meaning of the words, 
a just man^ one influenced by the fear of 
God and the love of man ; and they looked 
up to him with perfect confidence, as in a 
time of imminent danger, an inexperienced 
crew would look to a tried and skilful 
commander. 

We learn, from this part of Joseph's 
history, to be directed in the station in 
which it has pleased God to place us, only 
by a desire and study to do our duty to 
God and man ; to be guided by no sordid 
views, no mere personal interest, but to 
persevere firmly and wisely in the course 
which reason and conscience approve. 
These observations may perhaps sound 
common-place, nevertheless such must be 
the basis of the conduct gf all who rightly 
seek to be approved before their God and 
their fellow-creatures. If we are placed 
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in public stations more especially, nothing 
should be more carefully avoided than any 
approach to an interested or time-serving 
policy. If, with a view to popularity, we 
are tempted to sacrifice firmness and jus- 
tice, our popularity will be very short- 
lived. By adhering to rigid integrity, in 
the course of time we shall conciliate con^ 
fidence, and avoid the suspicion of sinister 
motives. Though our measures may at first 
be misinterpreted by some, and evil spoken 
of by others, in the end their true tendency 
will be discerned, and they will be valued 
and approved. Possibly Joseph, when he 
began the careful distribution of the corn, 
was suspected by persons who seldom 
acted uprightly, of the same selfish ends 
which would in similar circumstances have 
actuated themselves. His regulations per- 
haps pressed hardly upon certain indivi- 
duals, whose folly had exposed them to 
become sufferers. Some, perhaps, repined 
and attempted to deter him from his course. 
But, my brethren, a man who believes in 
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an omniscient God, and knows the purity 
of his own motives, never need be deterred 
from right words and perseverance in up- 
right efforts, however much he may be op- 
posed. And asJoseph gained the admiration 
and esteem of the Egyptians, we shall not 
fail ultimately to be approved, if not by all, 
yet by those whose opinion is most valua- 
ble. And more than this, we shall have 
praise from Him who is wiser than the 
best of men, and who knoweth and judgeth 
rightly. 

But, my christian brethren, while we 
admire the beautiful example of Joseph, 
let it again remind us of our Lord and 
Saviour, his blessed antitype. How deso- 
late and barren is the world through sin ! 
how should we pine with an everlasting 
famine but for Christ! And what rich 
provision has Christ made; what blessings 
has he stored up for time and for eternity ! 
And as Joseph purchased the Egyptians 
and all that they had, so has Christ bought 
us and ours, and with a price that has 
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made him, not only tbe Lord of our bodies, 
but also of our souls. " Know ye not/' 
says the apostle, " that ye are bought with 
a price ?" Hence then we are his. And 
what does he demand of us for having 
purchased us with his precious blood ? Is 
it our liberty, our property, or our happi- 
ness ? O no. He says only, " Forsake what 
will injure you. Forsake all unrighteous- 
ness ; follow me, and I will lead you into 
pleasant paths. Seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all things 
else shall be added thereto." Christ re- 
deemed you from sin and Satan, not to be 
slaves, but to enter into the liberty of the 
sons of God ; to become with him joint- 
heirs to all the glory of heaven. In this 
world he gives you his word, his sacmments, 
his Holy Spirit ; in the world to come, he 
gives you immortality and blessedness. 
Then let us say, as the Egyptians said to 
Joseph, " Thou hast saved our lives, only 
let us find grace in thy sight, and we will 
be thy servants.** " Yes, thou hast saved 
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our souls as well as our bodies ; O Lord, 
we surrender all to thee." And may he 
graciously accept the offering, and enable 
us to live and die to his glory. Amen. 
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'' And it came to pass after these things, that one told 
Joseph, Behold thy tieither is sick : and he took with 
him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.'* 

We have seen Jacob and bis family, 
through the affectionate care of Joseph, 
and the grateful munificence of Pharaoh, 
comfortably settled in the best of the land 
of Egypt, and though in the midst of a 
famine, abundantly supplied with all the 
comforts of life. They dwelt in the coun- 
try of Goshen, and " they had possessions 
therein ; and grew, and multiplied exceed- 
ingly." When Jacob saw Joseph on his 
first coming into Egypt, he said, " Now 
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kt me die, because I have seen thy face." 
But God, in whose hands are life and death, 
had still blessings in reserve, and permit- 
ted the patriarch to enjoy the society of his 
beloved son for seventeen years. These 
seem to have been the most tranquil and 
pleasant days of Jacob's life ; we do not 
hear of any particular affliction that befel 
him : and in both himself and his family 
appear all those temporal advantages 
which, in their measure, contribute to 
human happiness. 

The last years of a man of God are often 
the happiest of his earthly pilgrimage. 
There are indeed exceptions, for we do 
occasionally see good men, through their 
backslidings, suffering from the divine 
chastisement even almost to their dying 
hour. Among such we may mention 
David, to whom it was said, " Because 
thou hast despised me, and hast taken the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife, I 
will raise up evil against thee out of thine 
own house." And according to this too 
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justly merited threatening, his peace was 
destroyed by the dissensions of his family, 
even until he lay upon the bed of death ; 
nay, at his very last hour, his heart was 
rent to see his children struggling for his 
crown, though his faith in God failed not. 
The dispensations of God are, however, 
in general otherwise. The road to heaven, 
though sometimes rough and difficult at 
first, grows more smooth, more pleasant, 
more verdant as we advance ; and when it 
approaches the gates of the holy city, it 
conducts the weary, yet rejoicing travel- 
ler, beside still waters and refreshing 
shades. He who, has walked consistently 
with his God until hoary hairs, not only 
grows enamoured of the way, but receives 
many foretastes of his future reward, even 
before he has attained it. Age, it is true, 
brings infirmities, but these are little in 
comparison with its spiritual blessings. 
Consider the blessedness of the faith and 
hope of an aged Christian ; consider the 
conviction deeply infixed in his mind, that 
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all things work together for good to them 
that love God, and the calmness with which 
he views troubles at which the minds of 
the young recoil. He remembers that he 
has weathered many a storm, and he is 
confident that divine grace, which has sup- 
ported him so long, will still prevent his 
bark from sinking. The Bible, too, gives 
him deeper and fuller enjoyment th^n 
heretofore. Having studied it for many 
years with prayer, his soul can meditate 
upon the abundance that it contains ; the 
more he has searched it, the more satisfied 
is he with its truths, and with the views it 
affords of the divine attributes and dispen- 
sations ; the more sensibly too does he feel 
that it reveals to him not vain and fleeting 
pursuitSjbut things of eternal interest; the 
more comfort does he derive from the di- 
vine promises, and the more does he real- 
ise the anticipations of his eternal home. 
Having been long a disciple of Christ, his 
mind has become conformed to the mind 
of Christ, his passions are subdued, his 
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temper mellowed ; he is filled with love,^ 
with meekness, with gentleness, with the 
fruits of the holy Spirit of God. He views 
the world in its true light, and all that 
it contains, as passing away, and he ex- 
claims, with the holy patriarch of old, 
" I have waited for thy salvation, O 
Lord !" 

One great source of Jacob's happiness, 
also, must have been the state in which 
he saw his family : Joseph was blessed 
abundantly by God, and was made a bless- 
ing to others ; and we have every reason 
to believe that his other sons were now 
changed and penitent. When he beheld 
their reformation, and reflected that his 
prayers were crowned with success, and 
that he was encouraged to hope that he 
should meet them in heaven, how must it 
have gladdened his heart ! And happy 
must every aged parent be who beholds 
the success of his efforts with regard to 
his dear children. How delightful must 
it be for him to see all their waywardness, 
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their disinclination to his good counsels 
subside ; — to see a son, or a daughter, 
for whom his heart once ached, now fol- 
lowing him as he followed Christ, and 
walking in the narrow path; and to 
find them, perhaps, accomplishing plans 
which he had himself years ago pro- 
jected for the benefit of his friends or 
neighbours, and the extension of the king- 
dom of God I 

Brethren, who is there among us that does 
not desire earnestly, that his grey hairs may 
be blessed ? who is there that does not de- 
sire that his last days may be his happiest ? 
Be not satisfied, then, with mere desires, 
mere empty wishes. Let all who would 
welcome age, devote their youth to God* 
" Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth." He is ready to receive 
ancf to bless all who present themselves to 
him. But if you feel your resolutions 
waver; if the temptations of the world 
assail you, think how miserable are the 
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declining yeais of an aged sinner! He 
bas little or no comfort from the world, 
and none from God's word. He is gene- 
rally a burden to himself, and a burden to 
others. He reviews the past with no 
pleasure, he looks to the future with fear 
and trembling. He cannot long remain 
on earth, and yet his affections are more 
rivetted to earth than ever. Yet once 
again, let me repeat to you the words of 
the inspired preacher : — " Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them V 

The longest life, whether it be good or 
evil, must terminate. Old age must needs 
be the herald of death : and thus is it said 
of holy Jacob, — ^^ And the time drew nigh 
that Israel must die." The same, too, 
may be said of many among ourselves^ 
nay, to all of us, for death cannot be far 
from any. To those who have reached 
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the threescore years and ten allotted to 
man, the time is evidently drawing near, 
it is even close at hand. And, brethren, 
if by faith in Christ you have become re- 
conciled to God ; if you have set your 
affections upon things above, and not upon 
things below, the nearness of your great 
change will not afflict you, but, by hum- 
ble and fervent prayer, you will be study- 
ing so to meet your Lord, that he may 
welcome you with that blessed salutation, 
" Well done, good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lordi !" If 
we are, indeed. Christians, though the 
prospect of our departure may sometimes 
excite anxious and apprehensive thoughts, 
yet we shall be comforted when we reflect 
upon that gracious promise, " When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee ;" and we shall consider with thank- 
fulness that Christ himself has overcome 
death, and sanctified the tomb ; and that 
it is said of the righteous, when they die, 
*^ Blessed are the dead that die in the 
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Lord ; even so, saith the Spirit, for they 
rest from their labours*" 

Would that this were the only view in 
which the preacher might speak to you of 
death ! But are there not some among my 
hearers, whose time is drawing near that 
they must die, and yet they are as unpre- 
pared for the solemn day as they were in 
the giddy days of their youth ? Surely it 
is an appalling thought to be on the brink 
of eternity, to have arrived at an age when 
we know that our glass is nearly run, and 
yet to have our affections as firmly ri vetted 
as ever on the world we are leaving, and 
to dread an entrance into the presence of 
the great Judge. But let it not be thus : 
rather, while your sun is not yet gone 
down, and the lengthening shadows have 
not closed around you, use those means 
which a merciful God, through Christ, has 
vouchsafed you ; then, when the time 
of your decease shall be approaching, you 
may trust that God will vouchsafe to you 
such a state of mind, that you shall be 
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enabled to meet the last enemy with hope 
and confidence in Christ, and love him, 
and desire to be with him. 

When Joseph heard of the sickness of 
his dying father, he went to visit him. 
The tie so near and dear, was about to be 
cut asunder ; but Joseph hastened once 
more to enjoy the sweet intercourse which 
was still permitted. When our dear friends 
are confined by sickness, we cannot but 
desire to visit them. If we love them, we 
shall sympathise with them, and wish to 
be in their society. At the same time, wp 
may be useful to them, and they, too, may 
be very beneficial to us. If they are ad- 
vanced Christians, persons of experience, 
we may witness much in their conduct 
during the trying hour that may tend to 
strengthen our faith and hope in Christ. 
I know not either a more profitable visit, or 
a more beautiful sight, than when we go to 
the dying bed, and see on it the expiring 
Christian with sweet composure, saying, 
** Lord, now lettest thou thy servant de- 
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part in peace, according to thy word, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation." Un- 
der such circumstancesi death seems to 
be divested of all his terrors, and we are 
ready to ask, " Is this indeed death ?" It 
is an evidence of the truth of the scripture, 
which saith, " Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of his saints." We see, 
then, the power of true religion, and feel, 
in such a scene, more evidence of the 
truth of the Bible, than all the books that 
have ever been written to prove it, can 
possibly furnish. 

Let us remark, also, that Joseph took 
with him his two sons. It is well to take 
even children sometimes to scenes so so* 
lemn. In general, young persons see life 
under delusive appearances. They thus, 
too often, are led to expect much from the 
world, and they remain ignorant both of 
the pains and of the consolations in the 
dying chamber. The words of the de- 
parting soul have often great weight, and 
make a deep impression, especially if the 
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mind is tender. It is very probable that 
Ephraim and Manasseh never lost the im- 
pression which their minds must have re- 
ceived from this visit. With respect to 
the young, no less than the mature, the 
words of scripture are true, " It is better 
to go to the house of mourning than to the 
house of feasting." Yet, alas! how many 
parents take their children to places of 
pleasure and dissipation, rather than to 
learn the salutary lessons of the dwellings 
of affliction. My brethren, you should 
educate your children for eternity ; you 
should suffer them, if possible, to witness 
that which they must themselves pass 
through, in order that they may learn to 
follow the example of those whom they 
see yielding to death, as they would to the 
pleasant rest of sleep. Or, should they 
see the unhappy departure of a man who 
has lived in the neglect of God, — that 
thfey may be induced to take warning from 
his disconsolate state; and to seek God, 
who alone is able to take away the sting of 
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death, and uphold the departing spirit by 
a glorious manifestation of his love in 
Jesus Christ. 

When Jacob heard that his son Joseph 
and his two grandsons had come to visit 
him, we read that he strengthened himself. 
Age and infirmity had weakened him ; 
nevertheless he prepared himself for the 
interview, knowing that God had a mes- 
sage to them, which must be delivered 
through his mouth. It is most cheering 
to the heart of a pious by-stander, when 
he sees the dying Christian not giving 
way to infirmity, but, if circumstances call 
for his counsel, or for any effort which 
may minister to the edification of sur- 
vivors, and tend to the glory of Gfod, rous- 
ing himself for so good a purpose. It is 
a hallowed exercise of our few remaining 
powers, if they can be in any manner 
called up to the service of God. 

Joseph's piety and affection in bringing 
his sons to visit his dying father was most 
richly recompensed; for they received a 
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peculiar blessing from Jacobs who was a 
prophet, and who acted as a priest, being 
the head of the visible church, and speak- 
ing by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
It was not, indeed, expected by Joseph 
that the younger should be preferred, with 
regard to temporal advantages, before the 
elder; but he was himself highly honoured 
in their blessing. It conferred upon him 
that part of the birthright of an elder son, 
through which he became entitled to a 
double portion of his father's inheritance, 
by his sons receiving the rank of him- 
self and his brethren ; and his heart must 
have been deeply touched with the fervour 
of Jacob's supplications and benediction : 
^' And he blessed Joseph and said, God, 
before whom my fathers, Abraham and 
Isaac, did walk, the God which fed me all 
my life long unto this day, the angel which 
redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads ; 
and let my name be named on them, and 
the name of my fathers, Abraham and 
Isaac, and let them grow into a multitude 

N 
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ill the midst of the earth." And again^ 
in the twentieth verse : ^^ And he blessed 
them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel 
bless, saying, God shall make thee as 
Ephraim and Manasseh." 

It is true, my brethren, that you oannot 
bless your children on a dying bed with 
Jacob's spirit of prophecy ; yet you may 
lift up your hearts for them in prayer. 
The prayers of a christian parent are a 
precious inheritance, to a beloved child, 
and be may hope and believe that they 
will be answered, and that his exhortations 
will be followed, when his own he^d has 
long been laid in the dust. 

Jacob gives to his son yet one more 
testimony of his approbation, an especial 
possession in the land of Canaan, which 
was still the land promised for his in- 
heritance, albeit his posterity now so- 
joumed in Egypt. " Mojreover, I have 
given thee," are his words to Joseph, ^* one 
portion above thy brethren, which I took 
out of the hand of the Amorite^ with my 
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sword and with my bow." He was justi- 
fied in making this difference in his gifts 
to his children, that Joseph, who was most 
signally dutiful, should be most signally 
rewarded. 

And now the patriarch bad finished his 
work on earth. He says, " Behold, I die, 
my hour is come 1'' However dear are 
our friends, the time of separation must 
come, and it will be deeply painful, though 
we may bow with resignation to the dis- 
pensation. It must needs have been so in 
the case of Jacob and Joseph. How often 
had the holy parent and the pious son 
taken sweet counsel together and united 
in communion with God ! And how pow- 
erful, too^ was the tie by which the pa- 
triarch cemented union among his de- 
scendants ! A wise parent, who has com- 
manded both respect and affection, binds 
and harmonises his family. But some- 
times when the parent is removed, the 
hitherto united family becomes scattered ; 
its members have different interests, and 
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too frequently disputes and jealousies, and 
shyness, and a multitude of evils succeed. 
Such was but too likely to be the case in 
the present instance ; if I may use the ex- 
pression, in Jacob's death the key-stone of 
the arch seemed to be falling. Besides 
which, too, the promises of God had been 
made to Jacob personally, and his guilty 
sons might fear lest, when he was dead, 
they might be proved to have forfeited 
their claim to share in them. But Jacob's 
dying words to Joseph recalled to him the 
divine promises, and the certainty of their 
being entirely fulfilled. " Behold, I die, 
but God shall be with you, and shall bring 
you again into the land of your fathers." 
And this promise to the seed of Jacob is a 
promise to us, also, my brethren. Though 
you lose your dearest earthly friends, — 
those whom you have long looked on with 
delight, — your kind and excellent father, 
your loving mother, your affectionate part- 
ner, O do not think that you are left 
alone,^*--do not mourn as one that is soli- 
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tary, and desolate, and disconsolate, but 
remember that their Lord has taken them 
to glory, and that they loved their Saviour, 
and are happy in his presence ! Remem- 
ber, also^ that the Lord hath not forsaken 
you who are left behind, but that God is 
with you, to be " a father to the fatherless, 
a husband to the widow, and a friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother.'' And fear 
not that you may err, because you have 
lost a wise and loving adviser, for God, 
by his Spirit, can counsel you ; and he 
can guide you and protect you, far better 
than any mortal hand, if only you seek 
him in daily, in constant prayer. We 
know that God did bring Israel out of 
Egypt, interfering, by many signs and won- 
ders, to eflFect their deliverance ; and that 
he did lead them safely and triumphantly 
into the land of their fathers. And where 
is the Christian's Canaan, the land of his 
father and his God ? We know the an- 
swer : it is heaven, the glorious inheritance 
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reserved for all who love him. In that 
hlessed land shall dwell all who have died 
in the Lord ; for thither will God bring all 
his believing children. 
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Gen. 1. 26. 
" So Joseph died." 

We have already considered the blessing 
of Joseph and his sons, bestowed upon them 
by Jacob when on his death-bed. In the 
chapter before us, it is more fully explain- 
ed ; and we have also the blessings which 
were prophetically bestowed on the pa- 
triarch's remaining sons. 

Feeling death to be close at hand, he 
was anxious to assemble his family once 
more around him, and to inform them of 
the designs of Providence with regard to 
their posterity. We may remark, that the 
words addressed to each son had a refer-^ 
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ence to his individual conduct and charac- 
ter ; but this by no means excludes the 
idea that they were divinely inspired. 
They described the future history of the 
several tribes, and the situation and nature 
of their promised possessions in the land 
of Canaan ; which possessions were after- 
wards assigned to each by lot. These 
things could not possibly have been fore- 
told except by the spirit of prophecy. 

Among Jacob's sons, Judah was espe- 
cially distinguished; his was to be the 
royal tribe, and that from which the Mes- 
siah should spring. Joseph also heard his 
inspired father breathe upon him most 
grateful predictions. These are the words 
of Jacob : " Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
even a fruitful bough by a well, whose 
branches run over the wall. The archers 
have sorely grieved him, and shot at him 
and hated him. But his bow abode in 
strength, and the arms of his hands were 
made strong by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob : (from thence is the shep- 
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herd, the stone of Israel :) even by the God 
of thy father who shall help thee ; and by 
the Almighty, who shall bless thee with 
blessings of heaven above, blessings of the 
deep that lieth under, blessings of the 
breasts and of the womb : the blessings 
of thy father have prevailed above the 
blessings of my progenitors unto the ut- 
most bound of the everlasting hills ; they 
shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the 
crown of the head of him that was separate 
from his brethren." 

Jacob, in blessing Joseph, takes a review 
of Joseph's troubles, of those which he had 
endured from his brethren, those in Poti- 
phar's house, in the prison, and probably 
from the envy of some of the Egyptians ; 
for real excelletice, when elevated, does not 
escape envy and ill-will, though Joseph 
seems to have suffered less than many 
others from this cause. Jacob then de- 
clares, that though so powerfully assailed, 
Joseph, by the continual help of God, had 
been able to withstand every attack. God 
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comforted him in every trouble, and endued 
him with wisdom and fortitude. After- 
ward he heaps upon his son and his poste* 
rity all that is to be desired upon earth ; 
and in the words, '^ unto the utmost bound 
of the everlasting hills/* we may include 
also spiritual blessings. Such language 
must have been indeed delightful to Jo- 
seph. We may judge how highly the 
blessing of a father was esteemed, from the 
great desire of Jacob to possess Israels 
blessing; and from the many tears and 
much anxiety with which Esau sought it. 
When, too, Joseph knew that his father 
spoke not only from the dictates of natural 
affection, but by the inspiration of God, 
it must greatly have increased his joy. He 
knew that the words to which he listened 
with so heartfelt a pleasure would really 
come to pass, and were a seal to him of 
the favour, not only of his earthly, but of 
his heavenly father. He saw himself 
blessed ; he could look on his posterity 
and behold them blessed. This was a 
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moment which repaid a hundred-fold all 
his early afflictions. 

The whole of this affecting scene speaks 
most powerfully both to all parents and 
all children. Happy is it indeed^ when a 
parent, though he may not^ like Jacob, be 
able to pronounce with certainty what will 
be the future destiny of his children ; yet, 
from their dutiful^ their filial conduct, and 
their holy life, he has reason to believe 
that God's blessing will attend them, and, 
as he may hope, their children after them. 
This is an unspeakable comfort to a dying 
parent. Nor is it a small consolation to a 
son, or a daughter, to reflect, in after life/ 
upon the approbation of a dying parent, 
and upon the pleasing hopes in reference 
to him or her, with which the last hour6 of 
a father or a mother were cheered. 

But, on the other hand, it must be 
equally painful to a departing parent, to 
see in his children evil passions and wick^ 
ed habits, which forebode trouble and 
misery ; to know that he is leaving them 
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in a dangerous sea, without experience and 
without prudence, and far from having any 
good hope, to expect the worst. How 
doubly distressing! too, is all this, when 
the parent cannot but feel that it is because 
he has himself neglected to train them up 
in the fear of God. If his conscience, in 
this his last hour, is not wholly seared, or 
the eyes of his understanding blinded by 
ignorance, wretched indeed must he be, 
if he has not fully instructed his children 
in the way of holiness, and added to his 
instructions prayer, continual prayer, and 
a holy example. • O that I could speak 
with sufficient earnestness to you that are 
parents ! I would again and again say to 
you, so teach your children, so lead them 
in the road to heaven, that under God's 
blessing, on your dying pillow you 
may contemplate them with delightful 
hopes. And to you that are children, let 
me say, so follow the pious precepts and 
good example of your holy parents, that 
you may not render their dying moments 
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uneasy ; but receive their approbation and 
best wishes, and give them reason to bless 
God for you, trusting that he has heard 
their prayers on your behalf, and that you 
are blessed in him. 

Jacob had now made an end of blessing 
his children. He is said to have ** blessed'* 
all of them, though some of his expres- 
sions appear more like tokens of the divine 
displeasure than blessings; especially those 
to Reuben, who was deprived of the privi- 
leges of his birthright on account of his 
crimes; and to Simeon and Levi, who 
were severely censured. Yet we can have 
no doubt that they were properly termed 
*' blessings," though the guilty persons 
thereby lost many of the advantages they 
would have inherited, had their conduct 
been different. '* Every one according to 
his blessing, he blessed them.'' In like 
manner may we speak concerning all the 
true children of God. Under whatever 
rebukes of God's word or providence real 
Christians may be at any time, yet so long 
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as they have an interest in God's cove- 
nant) a place and a name among his peo- 
ple, and a good hope of an inheritance in 
the heavenly Canaan, they must consider 
themselves blessed. Though by our sin- 
ful conduct we may have incurred the di- 
vine displeasure for a season, and God 
may punish us by the loss of many earthly 
comforts, yet if vee truly repent, and un- 
feignedly trust in the atoning blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we may. expect God to 
be merciful to us, and finally to bring us 
into his heavenly kingdom. 

Jacob had before spoken to Joseph re-^ 
specting his burial, and obts^ined from him 
a solemn promise to provide him a grave 
in Canaan. He now, knowing that the 
time was approaching, again speaks on 
this subject. Not, indeed, that care for 
our mortal remains is, or ought to be, ge- 
nerally a matter of much concern : yet in 
the case of Jacob, it was important, be- 
cause it was an evidence of his faith in the 
promises of God. The land of Canaan 
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was the land promised by God to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their poste- 
rity, and he desired to mark by this sij^i- 
ficant act his confident expectation that 
they would really possess it ; thus teach- 
ing them to regard, not Egypt, but Canaan 
as their home. Look forward, my bre- 
thren, to that heavenly home, that ever- 
lasting inheritance which the promises of 
the same God have assured you shall be 
your certain possession ; and whatever be 
the comforts or splendours you leave be- 
hind, and whatever be the earthly pros- 
pects of your children, let your last words, 
your dying injunctions, be such, as to re- 
mind them, that their rest is not here 
below; but that they must seek a country, a 
better city, whose builder and maker is 
God. 

Jacob's last hour bad arrived. And ob- 
serve the manner in which he speaks of 
deaths He said, ^^ I am to be gathered 
unto my people." To what people ? To 
his pious fathers. This is a sweet view of 
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death, and full of consolation. A parent, 
like Jacob, surrounded by his dear chil- 
dren, expecting every moment to be his 
last, must be comforted if he reflects that 
though he may leave them for a time, he 
shall join his people. He will say, " I 
shall soon see my holy parents, my holy 
children that have gone before me, my 
pious friends who have departed in the 
Lord, and who are preparing to welcome 
me !*' It is true, that the great absorbing 
thought of the dying Christian is to behold 
Christ, and to praise him. But this does 
not make us forget those whom we dearly 
loved, those who taught us to know Christ, 
as our Saviour, and with whom we have 
conversed about heaven and heavenly ob- 
jects. My beloved brethren, may we in 
our dying hour, with propriety and confi- 
dence, say like Jacob to our dear friends, 
" I am to be gathered unto my people ;'' 
my body is to be deposited in the earth, 
there to lie for a season, and to return to 
corruption ; but my soul is to ascend to 
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the heaven in which Christ reigns, and my 
kindred dwell, a world of perfect purity 
and everlasting joy. 

Jacob, having fulfilled his generation, 
and having given to his children his last 
instructions and blessing, prepares to re- 
ceive the stroke of death. He had proba- 
bly raised himself, and sat on the bed, in 
order to address them ; he now gathers 
up his feet into the bed, lies down, and 
dies. His death was tranquil and beauti- 
ful. As one who, after having laboured 
through the day, lays himself down to 
sleep, so did Jacob, after having laboured 
through life's day, recline himself to sleep 
in the arms of his Redeemer, to whom he 
referred, when he said, " The angel which 
redeemed me, bless the lads." Would we 
wish thus to die, then let us live like 
Jacob ; or, in the words of the apostle, let 
us be able to say, ** To me to live is 
Christ ;" and then, with the same apostle, 
shall we also have faith to add, " To die 
is gain." Yes, it is gain, great gain, to 
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that soul that has been washed in the 
blood of Christy and sanctified by the 
Spirit of God, May we all be partakers 
of this great salvation, and ascribe to him 
the praise for ever. 

Joseph was. deeply affected by the death 
of his father. ^^ He fell upon his father's 
face, and wept upon him, and kissed him.'' 
He knew, indeed, that the disembodied 
spirit of his holy parent was on its wing to 
glory, and was being conducted thither by 
the blessed angels ; yet, so great was his 
affection for his much-loved father, and so 
sensible was he of the greatness of bis loss, 
that he could not part with him without 
many tears. Though our pious friends 
have lived to a good old age, and we are 
confident that they are gone to glory, we 
must needs regret our own loss ; and we 
are not forbidden to pay respect to their 
memory by lamenting for them. Religion 
does not destroy natural affection ; but 
purifies, moderates^ and regulates, both 
this and every other passion. 
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We find that so great was the general 
respect entertained for Joseph, that even 
the Egyptians united in his mourning for 
his father. We may also suppose that 
Jacob's excellent life had excited their 
veneration for his character^ and that many 
of them really mourned for the death of so 
good a man. The death of truly religious 
persons is, indeed, a calamity for which 
all have reason to mourn. The pious do 
sorrow, and the ungodly, too, may well 
lament that one is removed from among 
them, whose holy example was most va- 
luable, whose influence was salutary, and 
whose prayers h^ve often been offered on 
their behalf. The importance of having 
such persons in any community cannot 
easily be too highly appreciated. Their 
characters and their efforts must needs 
produce a great effect wherever they are 
found. Though often — nay, generally — 
opposed, and, perhaps, more or less perse- 
cuted, still their principles cannot fail to 
be respected, and to act, at least in some 
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degree, as a check u pon the vicious. Thus, 
also, the people of God bring down . the 
divine blessing upon the place where they 
dwell. Sodom and Gomorrah would haVe 
been spared for the sake of ten righteous, 
could but so many have been found in those 
guilty cities. And not only these, but, in all 
ages, the world that lieth in wickedness 
has been spared on account of the de- 
spised few who dared to oppose and re- 
prove the evil around them. All worketh 
together for good to them who love God, 
and who are his dear children : it is these 
who are the goodly building, and all other 
persons are but as the scaffolding. When 
the edifice is completed, then the scaffolding 
will be removed, as of no use, but for 
burning. Or, as our Lord said of the 
wheat and the tares, " Let both grow to- 
gether until the harvest ; and then gather 
the wheat into the bam, and tie the tares 
in bundles to burn them." The tares were 
endured for the sake of the wheat. And 
thus is it that, for the sake of the righteous, 
the wicked for a while are spared. 
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Joseph, in conformity with his promise 
to his father, took measures to bury him 
in the land of Canaan ; but he modestly 
requested permission of Pharaoh, before 
he entered upon his journey. His words 
were, " My father made me swear, saying, 
Lo, I die ! In my grave, which I have 
digged for me in the land of Canaan, there 
shalt thou bury me. Now, therefore, let me. 
go, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I 
will come again." He obtained Pharaoh's 
consent. " Go up, and bury thy father, 
according as he made thee swear." This 
was as it should be. The son was anxious 
to fulfil his father's pleasure, and the mo- 
narch careful that an oath should be sa- 
cred. It is to be feared that Egyptian 
Pharaoh will rise up against many pro- 
fessedly christian kings, and others, who 
have shown far less respect for the sanctity 
of an oath. Accompanied by ^a very great 
concourse of persons, Joseph went up to 
Canaan, and buried his father in the very 
place the dying patriarch had commanded. 
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And here, again, both the greatness of the 
company, and the respect shown to the 
deceased, are a testimony of the esteem 
and love with which Joseph was regarded. 
In fact, he seems to have been universally 
considered as the benefactor and deliverer 
of his country. 

But, having returned to Egypt, a new 
.and painful scene awaited Joseph. His 
brethren were become so conscious of the 
criminality of their former conduct towards 
him, that they seemed to fear he would 
now punish them according to their just 
deserts. They supposed that their father 
had hitherto been a restraint upon Jo- 
seph's merited resentment, and that, since 
he was removed, they should now feel its 
effects. They were afraid even to ap- 
proach him, and sent messengers, implor- 
ing his forgiveness, and confessing their 
faults. But they knew little of the hea- 
venly temper of Joseph's mind. How did 
he receive the messengers ? We are told, 
Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 



SERMON XIV. 287 

And when afterwards his brethren came 
into his presence, and fell down before his 
face, and said, " Behold, we be thy ser- 
vants,*' — what was his reply? Not one 
word of reproach or threatening ; but all 
was comfort and encouragement. ** Am I 
in the place of God ?" he said, signifying 
that the very right of punishing was not 
his, and that all had been disposed by God, 
with a view to their mutual preservation 
during the famine : ^' As for you, you 
thought evil against me ; but God meant 
it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this 
day, to save much people alive. Now, 
therefore, fear ye not. I will nourish you 
and your little ones/* And he comforted 
them, and spake kindly unto them. He 
was grieved to see the opinion they had 
of him. He had forgiven all long since ; 
he now desires that all may be forgotten, 
and, with the utmost kindness, assures 
them that his power shall only be exer-- 
cised to supply their wants, and add to 
their comforts. 
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While we learn, from Joseph's brethren, 
to be humbled on account of our sins, we 
learn from him that most difficult, and yet 
most beautiful, lesson of forgiveness to- 
wards those who have most bitterly of- 
fended us. And not merely of forgiveness, 
but of that which even exceeds forgive- 
ness, — returning good for evil. In this 
part of Joseph's character, too, we see 
most sweetly his resemblance to his blessed 
antitype. Christ freely pardons and re- 
ceives even the vilest criminal who peni- 
tently seeks his mercy. Whosoever, with 
real humility, but prays to be regarded as 
a hired servant, is welcomed by him as a 
son and a brother. Christ cannot be sur- 
passed by Joseph. Whatever may have 
been their offences, Christ, no less than 
Joseph, will welcome, and comfort and 
protect his repenting brethren ; and as his 
power is greater, so, also, is his compas- 
sion and his blessing : he will forgive ten 
thousand times ten thousand sins^ and be- 
stow on them all things in this world, and 
all in his kingdom of glory. 
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The best life must at last teraiinaite. 
Save two, Enoch and Elijah^ all have died. 
Even Joseph ifmst die ; and it may truly 
be said of him, that he died in faith. His 
last act was an act of faith, an act to 
evince his own faith, and to confirm his. 
brethren's. Just before his death, he de- 
clared to them his fall confidence in the 
promise made by God to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and Jacob ; and bound them by an 
oath, when they should depart out of 
Egypt, to carry with them his bones, that 
they might be buried in Canaan. Thus 
he confirmed to them, and to their pos- 
terity, the same hopes and expectations, 
which had been taught them by Jacob ; 
and thus, in death, did he glorify that God 
to whom his life had been devoted. From 
the cradle to the grave he was, indeed, a 
bright example of consistent holiness ; he 
was a blessing to all with whom he was 
connected, — to his own children, to his 
father's house, to the whole land of Egypt, 
nay, more, to all the countries that sur- 

o 
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rounded it. And, be it always kept in 
view, that he was thus blessed, and a bless- 
ing, because he feared God ; because he 
walked before him ; because he acknow- 
ledged him at all times and in all his 
ways. O the folly of those who think 
that there can be any circumstance or sta- 
tion in life, which must needs excuse a 
man for forsaking God ! Joseph, when a 
simple shepherd-boy, feeding his fathers 
sheep, worshipped the Lord his God ; and 
no less did Joseph, the second only to 
Pharaoh, the ruler of the mightiest king- 
dom of the earth, with the same humility 
and the same faithfulness, show himself to 
be the devoted servant of the same God. 
In all things he was, according to the 
words of the apostle, " diligent in busi- 
ness, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." 
And, according also to the same apostle, 
he found " godliness to have the promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come." His body was deposited in 
the grave, there to slumber till the resur- 
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rection ; his soul was gathered to his 
people, to his Saviour and his God. And 
for thousands of years has he, in the pre- 
sence of the Most High, been enjoying 
heavenly felicity with the glorious com- 
pany of that happy kingdom ; and still has 
he before him an eternity of bliss. 

My brethren, we have now come to the 
close of this history. Perhaps I may have 
been tedious, and perhaps 1 may have 
sometimes required your patience. I am 
aware, upon a review, that many things 
might have been better said, and more 
judiciously stated and explained : for these 
I ask your indulgence. Yet still I cannot 
but hope that some things have been 
brought before you, which, under the bless- 
ing of God, are likely to have a beneficial 
effect. O let me then ask you, are you 
the better for what you have heard ? Has 
any observation struck you ? Has any 
gdod example excited in you a desire to 
follow it? Or, has all the time, — have 
the many sabbaths been lost? Has all 
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that has been said respecting the faults of 
some, and the excellencies of others ; — 
have all the references that have been 
made to Christ^s love and mercy, and the 
good providence of God, passed by as the 
idle wind ? I trust not. I do hope that 
the God of all mercy has not suffered the 
word that hath been spoken, entirely to 
fall to the ground ; but rather that, at 
least some of us, have been led by what 
we have heard, to make Joseph's God our 
help, our hope, our comfort, our Lord, and 
our God, our all in life, and in death, and 
through the everlasting ages of eternity. 



THE END. 
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